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FOREWORD

| still remember when | talked with Jiming about the environment in
Chizhou, he said he planned to publish a bird photography album with
the photographs he created in the region of Pingtian Lake. | didn’t trust
him that much and thought maybe he was just carried away by a whim.
Because even if | did not know much about birds or photography, |
could understand that to publish a bird photography album of the central
downtown area of a city, high requirements not only for the quality of
the ecosystem and diversity of the birds, but also for the expertise,

photography skills and patience of the photographer are needed.

However, at the moment when seeing the images for publication that
he selected from numerous photographs of birds he taken in Pingtian
Lake, | was instantly attracted by these images of colorful birds in
various shapes. These images conveyed aesthetic features of elegancy,
warmth, cuteness, serenity and dancing. After his introduction of the bird
resources in this area and some of his shooting stories, as well as the
reason why he wanted to publish this book, | sincerely appreciated his

idea. So | am very glad to write a foreword for this book.

Chizhou is located in the southwest of Anhui province. It's a city in
southern Yangtze with rich cultural heritages and beautiful natural
environment. It has the world-known Jiuhua Mountain as a Buddhism
destination, and the millenarian Xinghua (apricot flower) Village of
poets that is widely praised. It also has two national nature reserves,
which are the Shengjin Lake praised as Lake for Cranes, and the

Guniujiang Mountain (looks like a cattle falling from the sky) praised as
the Treasure House of Rare Wild Animals and Plants in East China. It
also has two national wetland parks, which are Qiupu River and Pingtian
Lake. Chizhou is rich in resources of forests densely distributed on the
mountains and hills, and highly developed wetlands of rivers, lakes and
ponds. It is the first ecological economy demonstration area in China.
Premier Wen Jiabao once praised the ecological environment that
Chizhou is very beautiful and has a good ecological environment with

rivers and lakes, waters and mountains.

Pingtian Lake Scenic Zone is located in the center of the main downtown
of Chizhou city. It is a key component of the space framework of River-
side and Lake-surrounding, One City with Five Functional Zones in the
Overall Urban Plan since the 11th five-year plan period. It's also a main
platform to demonstrate the urban ecological features of Intersecting
Mountains and Water with the City. Within this area, there are wetlands
of swamps and lake like Pingtian Lake that is named after a poem by the
most famous poet Libai of Tang dynasty and hills with forests such as
Qishan Mountain that was finely depicted by the poem of Dumu, another
famous poet of late Tang dynasty. It is such an ecosystem with forests
and wetlands giving refuges to birds that constitutes a unique brilliant

landscape for the urban ecosystem of Chizhou city.

This photography album Flying Birds at Pingtian Lake collects 99 of

all the 110 bird species Jiming recorded in his spare time within the



Scenic Zone of Pingtian Lake. By relying on many years of professional
knowledge and his passion for the mountains and waters in Chizhou,
as well as commitment to nature conservation, Jiming sought, observed
and shot the birds at Pingtian Lake, gave a lot of thinkings to and made
many advices on the nature protection of Pingtian Lake. In his words,
photographing birds during the weekends was just for recreation and
exercise at the beginning. As more birds being captured, more feelings
and thoughts on birds and nature conservation emerged, and finally he
had the idea to have the creations published. Recognizing that all the
images of so many bird species it collects are captured within an area of
no more than 40 square kilometers in the center of an inland city during

a period less than one year by one person who actually is an amateur in

photography, we can easily find the commendable points of this book.

As for now, Chizhou is facing more ecological and environmental
challenges as it enters into an accelerating developing stage of
industrialization and urbanization, hence more efforts need to be
made for nature conservation. For this reason, Chizhou Municipal
Government decided to continue to put ecological conservation as a
priority strategy, started to optimize the Overall Urban Plan, and started
creating a National Forest City, so as to plan and build an ecological
city with harmoniousness between human and nature. In this context,
the book Flying Birds at Pingtian Lake is really published at right time. |
hope that it could reveal the ecological beauty of Pingtian Lake to more
people through birds, attract more people’s attentions and supports
for protection and restoration of this area, stimulate people's love for
this beautiful homeland, and cultivate the ecological awareness of the
public, so as to push forward the development of ecological civilization in
Chizhou.

Zhao Xinqun
Mayor, Chizhou Municipal Government
November 2011
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PREFACE

Chizhou is a city of a long history and rich cultural heritages, with Jiuhua
Mountain as the world-famous Buddhism destination and Xinghua
(Apricot Flower) Village well known as poets' gathering place. Chizhou
is also a beautiful city with picturesque sceneries and nice ecological
environment. However, the Pingtian Lake named after and depicted
finely by the famous poet Libai of Tang dynasty is little-known except for
those who have been here, let alone the abundant wild birds resources
hereof and its magic charm.

| was lucky to be working here for two years since early 2010 and live
closely to Pingtian Lake. This gives me a chance to fully indulge myself
in the beautiful natural scenery, observe and explore the bird resources
of this area. | started shooting birds at Pingtian Lake since January of
2011, and took it just as fun at the beginning but later found there would
be no end. Thereafter, | spent nearly all my spare time on it, and would
even drove a bypass around the lake on the way from the office to
the residence. The routes covered almost all the lake inlets, fishponds
and peninsulas, with an area of 40 square kilometers or so. Therefore

considerable number of bird species in many different scenarios were

recorded, including close-up portrait of a single bird, grand sights of duck
or tundra swam groups swimming in the lake, and amazing moments of

feeding or mating of other species.

Many photographers with experience of bird shooting may feel that
except for equipments and skills, distance counts most; hence it's of
great importance for the photographer to remain invisible to the bird.
However, in the region of Pingtian Lake, | would rarely conceal myself
in a tent to shoot the birds. This is not only because of time limitation,
but also that it's hard for me to get precise and reliable intelligence
about the birds, and the block specially set up for shooting in a short
distance. Even so, | still captured 110 bird species, many of which
were found in a trip and | shot them without getting off the vehicle. This
could demonstrate the bird diversity at Pingtian Lake, a central area
of an inland city. I'm proud of the fact that it was my documents and
information collected in shooting that enabled the researchers to carry
out the first survey on the bird resources in this area. The result of the
survey is surprising, more than 170 bird species inhabit this area, some
of which are protected by the national or provincial legislation.

Bird photography could exercise one’s physical strength and willpower,
help one get rid of self and trouble, and let one experience surprise and
satisfaction, and promote one to study and think, as well as purify one’s
mind and temperament. Though suffered a lot during bird photographing,
| had never given up, because | couldn’t find any other activity as so
attractive and fascinating as bird photography. By bird photography, | got
to know the residence types of these birds in the Pingtian Lake area, and
think about the relationship between birds and their habitats, impacts on
the birds by human beings’ activities, as well as their habits and features.
It is likely that the boring and irritable life has got people used to neglect
the ordinary beautiful and touching things around. However, when lifting



the lens to seek for and
shoot birds, | find that by
walking into the nature, one
would walk into the pure
land of the soul. | would be
touched every time when
watching various behaviors
of the juveniles during their
growing up, and behaviors

of the adults to safeguard

their nests and nestlings.

Birds are the closest wild animals to human beings in the nature. They
are also one of the best indexes to evaluate the quality of an ecosystem.
If people could consider the potential impacts on birds that would
possibly caused by their activities in an ecosystem, the conclusions
of environmental impacts assessment and the options of optimization
would become more rational. Bird stays in a relatively high level of
evolution among all lives; their requirements on the environment almost
cover all the conditions to keep an ecosystem healthy, which also fit
various natural rules. However, due to human's lack of a conservation
awareness or professional ecological knowledge, damages to birds’
habitats still take place widely in the world. In particular, some projects
with targets to protect environment would lead to constructive damages
tc birds and their habitats. Even in Chizhou that is praised as the first
ecological economy demonstration area in China, there are many cases
where people do harm to birds. | once found that the eggs in a nest of
common moorhens were gone with no reason, and some people placed
cages for eel disrupting the spot-billed ducks and making them leave
their nest. | also used to prevent a man from capturing a young black-

crowned night heron that was attempting to learn flying. | got to see a

pheasant in breeding season being struck to death by a car on purpose
when it was standing in the middle of the road. All these experiences
reminded me of the fact that it would be far from the mission to protect
the nature if | only shoot birds myself but do nothing else.

If recreation and exercising were the initial causes for me to shoot
birds, then worry and responsibility shall be the final motivation for me
to publish some of my works. Because by shooting, | deeply felt and
trust that for nature conservation, photography could help not only show
beauty, but also capture the heart of people and raise resonance among
them. To be honest, due to such limitations as time, expertise and
shooting skills, neither could | get to explore and shoot many other bird
species in Pingtian Lake, nor could the qualities of some pictures meet
satisfaction. Further more, because of time and range limitation of my
observation, the descriptions on the residence types of some species
may be incorrect, hence could be used only for reference. This book
covers 99 of the total 110 birds species | captured in the area of Pingtian
Lake. | sincerely hope that it could permanently record the negligible yet
do existing splendid moments and scenes of Pingtian Lake, and then
offer more people the access to appreciate them. It is also expected that
the publication of this book is just a beginning, and more people would
get to increase the records of the birds at Pingtian Lake. Certainly, if the
images in publication could make people moved and then take actions to
concern and support the protection of birds and their habitats, the book
will have reflected its maximum value.

May love benefits all beings and beauty presents with us permanently...

Yuan Jiming
November 2011
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Pingtian Lake quietly lies in

the center of the city of Chizhou.

It carries the history and

nourishes the culture here in silence,
and contains the stories of
countless lives.
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