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CHINESE THROUGH LISTENING
EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. For whom the course is intended

Chinese Through Listening is a course intended for those
who are learning to speak Chinese in a non-Chinese envi-
ronment. It comprises three units, ranging from easy to
difficult, catering respectively to learners at the elementary,
the intermediate and the advanced level. All the lessons
are recorded on cassette tapes with corresponding scripts and
directions on how to use them. This set of tapes is an
integrated whole, but relative independence has been allowed
for each individual unit. Thus learners at different levels
can study just what is most needed from any of the three
stages. It can be used for sclf-study or as a supplement to
classroom study.

2. Aims

The general principle underlying the compilation of the
aural comprehension materials is the treating of language
as a set of signals. This provides for an entirely new ap-
proach: the training of the hearer to receive sound signals
and to understand their semantic meanings. Special dif-
ficulties in aural comprehension arising from learning Chinese
as a foreign language and peculiarities of the Chinese lan-
guage are also taken into account. The language style used
in the materials is the Putonghua (Standard Chinese) which
people in China speak every day. The entire course is aimed
at helping the learners to acquire the basic skills needed for



understanding spoken Chinese.

3. Contents
Unit A Elementary Level
1) Rudiments of Chinese Phonetics
2) Elementary Aural Comprehension
Unit B Intermediate Level
1) Living in Beijing
2) Travelling in China
Unit C Advanced Level
1) Broadcasts and Lectures
2) Appreciating Chinese Culture
(For each of the topics listed above, there is a cassette tape
with printed directions on how to use it.)

Besides, for reference of learners using the tapes, two
more booklets are available: The Theory and Practice of
Chinese Through Listening and A Glossary for Chinese Through
Listening.

The examiners of Chinese Through Listening are Pro-
fessor Wang Li and Professor Zhou Youguang, with Pro-
fessor Wu Zongji as advisor in phonetics and Associate
Professor Shen Baogqging as translator.

Compilers: Chen Mingyuan
Zhu Zhu
Liu Ji
June 1982
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FOREWORD

“Chinese Through Listening” consists of six volumes
of text with accompanying cassette tapes designed to aid
foreign students in learning spoken Chinese. It is the first
such aid published in China for distribution abroad.

A special feature of this course is that it aims to inte-
grate effectively the results of theoretical research in modern
Chinese linguistics and the data gained in phonetic experi-
ments with practical experience in teaching Chinese as a
foreign language. In phonetics, for instance, a new approach
has been introduced in the teaching of the initials, thefinals,
the basic syllables and syllable combinations. Throughout
all the four stages in training listening comprehension, special
attention has been focused on the characteristics of the spoken
word of the Chinese language, emphasizing the differences
between those elements which are easily confused and laying
stress on recognizing the markers in connected speech.

This set of listening comprehension material presents
various situations in which spoken Chinese is used for com-
munication: everyday life in Beijing, a tour of different parts
of China, broadcasts and lectures in China and appreciation
of Chinese culture. Through these lively situations the
foreign students are trained to understand spoken Chinese
from simple to more and more complex sentences. New
methods of training are adopted to help the students receive
and comprehend phonetic information. Further revisions



and improvements based on teaching experience will be made
sO as to bring this material closer to perfection.

The Chinese language has a written record of more than
3 000 years. It is spoken by over one-fifth of the world’s
population. It has no equal in length of historical develop-
ment and scope of geographical distribution. Although
the complicated Chinese characters make the mastery of
writing Chinese a difficult academic endeavor, oral Chinese is
relatively easy to learn. It is more so since the Pinyin spell-
ing is used all through the written text of this set of *“Chinese
Through Listening™ as a tool for learning spoken Chinese.
The foreign student will find it much easier to learn since
this spelling system closely represents the actual pronuncia-
tion.

It is our hope that this set of “Chinese Through Listen-
ing”* will be a success in helping foreign students learn spoken
Chinese.

Wang Li
January 10, 1983
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LIVING IN BELJING

In the first two parts of this series of listening material,
we have introduced to you the basic features of Chinese
phonetics and skills in listening comprehension at the ele-
mentary level. Now you are beginning the intermediate
stage of your learning. The tapes will provide you with
situations to help you familiarize yourselves with life in Beijing
and to help you understand more Chinese through natural,
everyday situations.

I. Zai Haiguan

£ BX
1. Rijing
N
Yuéhan Shimisi xiansheng shi yige Yinggud shangren.
Yig - BEH  E&E 2 -4 EE ®A.

Ta shou Zhonggud jishu jinchiikou gongsi de yaoging,
fh %  HHE FEAR FHHEA AR B 2,

lai Zhonggud canjia yige zhanldnhui. Zhe shi ta di-yici
¥k HE Zm —4 BR%. X s flbh E—IX
lai Béijing. Tade qizi hé liangge haizi yé dou yikuair génzhe
¥ JdbR. e E VN OBES OBEF DL L RE
ldile. Shimisi xiansheng xuéguo Zhonggudhua. Zheci ta
kT. BEH g4 Fo W EE Xk it
néng zhijié tong Zhonggudrén jidotan, zhén shi tai gaoxing

B E#E R HEA X, B £ K =X



le. Ta zhidao, shouxian bixd tingdong duifang xiang ta

T. fib ME, HBHE HHW WE XNF @ b

tichi de wenti hé yaoqiu. Ta yiding yao hdohaor liyong

EH B RE ER. M —F B HFHFIL FIH
méi yige xuéxi de jihui.
g - %3 8N e
Shimisi vijia daole Béijing jichang, jinggud bianfing
wEE —xK 271 dtE VEm,  2d 3%
jidncha, jit qu banli haiguan shouxu.
mE, B X BE BX Fi
(1) Tianxié Xingli Shénbaodan
H’E 7F H#RH
A: Nimen hdo! Huanying nimen dao Zhonggué Ilai.
1 &1 T Rl B HE X

S: Xiéxie. Zhé shi wode huzhao.
i o X = R FPHE.

A: Qing tianxié zhé zhang kapian, bd rigi hé huzhao
W OEE X 3k KA, £ B PR

haoma xi€ qingchu.

B 5 X
S: Zheéyang ké&yi ma?

XE "L e
A: Kéyi, xiéxie.

L, #iE.

(Yuéhan Shimisi tidnhidole kidpian, rinhdu qu shénbao
(4 - 2% EHT KA, BF & #H#R



xingli.)
T2, )
A: Xiansheng, ging ba ninde xingli shénbaodan géi
s62E, = < Y == R B &
wo.
Ko
S:  Duibugi, ging nin shudode man vyididnr.
oAk, F OB wWHE OB’ —xll.
A: Ninde xingli shénbaodan, ging jidao géi wad.
B T2 BIRkE, # X & Ko
S: O, wo hai méi xié ne.
B, & £ & 5
A: Nin gui xing?

w5
S: Wo jiao Yuéhan Shimisi.

* M E - 2EHA
A: Ninde gudji?
wey EFEe
S: W6 shi Yingguodrén.
® 2 ZEEA
A. Nin yao dao shénme difang qu?
w B B fa #wIh £
S: W0 yao jinggud B€ijing qu Shanghai.
x B 23 JdR £ L
A: Ninde zhiye?
wEy BRMke

S: Shénme?
4.2



