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To the Readers

China boasts a kind of visible beauty in nature, which provides people with sensual charm. This kind of beauty is
to be found along the soul—stirring meandering Yellow River; in the autumn feast of Hemu in northern Xinjiang: in the
old aquatic but still energetic town of Shashi: in the brilliant twilight of the dusk in Hongcuo of southern Fujian; in the
terraced fields similar to mist—covered waters in Hani; in the mysterious hollow valley where the Jiaju Tibetan Village
is located; in the eroded rocks on the sea near Pingtan Island: in the corridor bridges in Zhenjiang and Fujian that look
like spanning rainbows above the waterways: in the gardens of Yangzhou that represent the blended style of northern
and southern gardening; in the blue waves of the sea and the white clouds in the blue sky at the Silvery Beach of Beihai;
and in the steep cliffs of Chibi, where people have been enjoying angling generation after generation.

China also boasts a kind of invisible beauty of humanities, which produces heart—touching effects on the viewers.
This kind of beauty is to be discovered in the historic remains about Guan Yu that reflect national sentimentality; in the
heritage of traditional farming and schooling in the Dangjia Village: in the family inheritance in the numerous temples
of Huishan; in the circular houses in southern Fujian that reveal the complex of central China; in co—existence of dif—
ferent cultures in the Qingyuan Mountains; in the national ethos of the Yumen Pass that protected the country from
alien invaders; in the Chinese will power of the ancient city where people have been enjoying angling; in the heroic
Chinese history in stones at the Suopo Watchtowers; and in the ethnic flavor of the Tuvan people that have been living
in Baihaba Village.

In accordance with the regulations of the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, it is a prerequisite for any place to apply as world heritage that it should. first and foremost, be put in the
preparatory list of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, which is subjected to revision every ten years. Therefore,
the State Administration of Cultural Relics issued the preparatory list for Chinese World Heritage in November, 2012,
which includes 45 items. Besides, a few years earlier, the National Ministry of Construction issued a preparatory list
of national natural relics and cultural and natural heritage. Therefore, China has so far applied over 100 places for the
World Heritage. These breathtaking natural spots and cultural sites, which are at the culmination of Chinese humanities
and esthetics, make up the outstanding contributions to world civilization by the Chinese people. These places belong
not only to China but also to the world.

These sites are coincidentally located in the ecologically unique natural and historical places that have interested
me these past years. After careful selection of the sites, I would like to dedicate this book to my dear readers. It is my
hope that you will enjoy the sites as much as I do.

Yang Yongfa
Shanghai, on February 6, 2014
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