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Historic records about Taiwan date back to around 400 years

ago. Yet, symbolically, what is the “Taiwan furniture” that we
have come to know, and how do we define it? Moreover, what is
“Taiwan furniture”

the overall style of seen over the past 100

years? A basic definition is needed to address these
questions—to search for an angle or view that offers a glimpse
into the “Taiwan’ s Woodcraft Furniture: Past and Present”
The Taiwan craft culture research series launched by the National
Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute under the
Council for Cultural Affairs (now the Ministry of Culture) in 2011
included the “study of Taiwan woodcraft furniture over the
century” whose goal is to investigate the development and
evolvement of Taiwan wood furniture and promote them through
artistic inspiration as the Republic of China (ROC) marks its
centennial anniversary.

This woodcraft furniture guidebook projected for this year is
very different from the previous publications in both contents and
format. The latter are mostly concentrated on investigations,
interviews and research, while the goal of this book is to present
the diversity, richness, and beauty of Taiwan woodcraft furniture
in a simple, but comprehensible approach through which readers

can gain further insights into the history, cultural background,

style, and development of Taiwan's woodcraft furniture and
realize that the cultural phenomenon surrounding the furniture
over the past still directly or implicitly influence our living habits
today. In this regard, how the “craftsmanship” that workmen
made to present the value and quality of furniture and accordingly
become the characteristics of Taiwan woodcraft furniture is the
central theme running throughout this book.

Besides the preface and introduction, the book is divided into
seven sections: 1. Historic transformation of Taiwan woodcraft
furniture; 2. Woodcraft furniture techniques and craftsmanship; 3.
Classification of furniture used in daily life; 4. Anecdotes and
allusions about woodcraft furniture; 5. Furniture vs. people
dialogues; 6. Taiwan furniture life stories; and 7. Past and
present—phenomenon of contemporary furniture industry in
Taiwan. In addition, the Appendix includes a bibliography and
introduction of award-winning products that interested readers
can refer to. Over the past century, Taiwan experienced the
governance by three different political entities: Ching Dynasty
(1684-1894 A.D.), Japan (1895-1945 A.D.), and the Republic of
China (1946 A.D.-present). Previously, there were two major
periods of other rulers: the Dutch and Spain (1624-1661 A.D.) and

Cheng Chengkong during late Ming Dynasty (1662-1683 A.D.).



