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1. What is the main idea ( subject) of this passage?

. What is this passage mainly about?

The main theme of this passage is

The main point of the passage is

Which of the following is the best title for the passage?

The title that best expresses the idea of the passage is

. On which of the following subject would the passage most hkely be found in a textbook?
. Which of the following best describes the passage as a whole?

9. The purpose of the writer in writing this passage is

10. The author writes this passage to
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Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally challenging. Criticism
from coaches, parents, and other teammates, as well as pressure to win can create an excessive
amount of anxiety or stress for young athletes(iZ#fj 5} ). Stress can be physical, emotional, or psy-
chological and research has indicated that it can lead to burnout. Burnout has been described as
dropping or quitting of an activity that was at one time enjoyable.

The early years of development are critical years for learning about oneself. The sport setting is
one where valuable experiences can take place. Young athletes can, for example, learn how to co-
operate with others, make friends, and gain other social skills that will be used throughout their
lives. Coaches and parents should be aware, at all times, that their feedback to youngsters can
greatly affect their children. Youngsters may take their parents’ and coaches’ criticisms to heart and
find a flaw( #£B&) in themselves.

Coaches and parents should also be cautious that youth sport participation does not become
work for children. The outcome of the game should not be more important than the process of learn-
ing the sport and other life lessons. In today’s youth sport setting, young athletes may be worrying
more about who will win instead of enjoying themselves and the sport. Following a game, many
parents and coaches focus on the outcome and find fault with youngsters’ performances. Positive re-
inforcement should be provided regardless of the outcome. Research indicates that positive rein-
forcement motivates and has a greater effect on learning than criticism. Again, criticism can create
high levels of stress, which can lead to burnout.

Q: The author’s purpose in writing the passage is
A) to teach young athletes how to avoid burnout
B) to persuade young children not to worry about criticism
C) to stress the importance of positive reinforcement to children
D) to discuss the skill of combining criticism with encouragement
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Passage 1
Cigarette smoking is believed by most research workers in this field to be an important factor in
the development of cancer of the lungs and the throat and is believed to be related to cancer of the
bladder( %) and the oral caviry( 11 J§8). Male cigareite smokers have a hlgher death rate from
teart disease than non-smoking males.
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say. “Give up smoking. If you don’t smoke, don’t start. ” Some competent physicians and research
workers though their small number is dwindling(J#/]N) even further are less sure of the effect of cigarette
smoking on health. They consider the increase in respiratory (FEHE ) diseases and various forms of
cancer may possibly be explained by other factors in the complex human environment — atmospheric
pollution, increased nervous stress, chemical substances in processed food, or Chemical pesticides that
are now being used by farmers in vast Quantities to destroy insects and small animals. Smokers who de-
velop cancer or lung diseases, they say, may also, by coincidence, live in industrial areas, or eat more
canned food. Gradually, however, research is isolating all other possible factors and proving them to be
statistically irrelevant. While all tobacco smoking affects life expectancy and health, cigarette smoking
appears to have a much greater effect than cigar or pipe smoking. However, nicotine(JEity T') con-
sumption is not diminished by the latter forms, and current research indicates relationship between all
forms of smoking and cancer of the mouth and throat. Filters and low tar( £iiHi) tobacco are claimed to
made smoking to some extent safer, but they can only marginally reduce, not eliminate, the hazards.
Q: The author’s purpose of writing the passage is to .

A) offer advice on how to give up smoking

B) explain the influence of cigarette smoking on health

C) list the factors that can cause cancer

D) compare the opinions on the effect of smoking

Passage 2

Students who score high in achievement needs tend to make higher grades in college than those
who score low. When degree aptitude for college work, as indicated by College Entrance Examina-
tion Board Tests, is constant, engineering students who score high in achievement needs tend to
make higher grades in college than the aptitude test scores would indicate.

We can define this need as the habitual desire to do useful work well. It is a salient influence
characteristic of those who need little supervision. Their desire for accomplishment is a stronger mo-
tivation than any stimulation the supervision can provide. Individuals who function in terms of this
drive do not “bluff” in regard to a job that they fail to do well.

Some employees have a strong drive for success in their work; others are satisfied when they
make a living. Those who want to feel that they are successes have high aspiration for themselves.
Thoughts concerning the achievement drive are often prominent in the evaluations made by the typi-
cal employment interviewer who interviews college seniors for executive training. He wants to find
out whether the senior has a strong drive to get ahead or merely to hold a job. Research indicates
that some who do get ahead have an even stronger drive to avoid failure.

Q: What is the main subject of this passage?
A) Student grades in college
B) Individual motivation for work
C) The achievement needs of engineering students
D) Successful interview techniques
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It is hard to track the blue whale, the ocean’s largest creature, which has almost been killed off
by commercial whaling and is now listed as an endangered species. Attaching radio devices to it is
difficult, and visual sightings are too unreliable to give real insight into its behavior.

So biologists were delighted early this year when, with the help of the Navy, they were able to
track a particular blue whale for 43 days, monitoring its sounds. This was possible because of the
Navy’s formerly top-secret system of underwater listening devices spanning the oceans.

Tracking whales is but one example of an exciting new world just opening to civilian scientists
after the cold war as the Navy starts to share and partly uncover its global network of underwater lis-
tening system built over the decades to track the ships of potential enemies.

Earth scientists announced at a news conference recently that they had used the system for
closely monitoring a deep-sea volcanic eruption( %) for the first time and that they plan similar
studies.

Other scientists have proposed to use the network for tracking ocean currents and measuring
changes in ocean and global temperatures.

The speed of sound in water is roughly one mile a second — slower than through land but faster
than through air. What is most important, different layers of ocean water can act as channels for
sounds, focusing them in the same way a stethoscope (Wf1£#%) does when it carries faint noises
from a patient’s chest to a doctor’s ear. This focusing is the main reason that even relatively weak
sounds in the ocean, especially low-frequency ones, can often travel thousands of miles.

Q: The passage is chiefly about
A) an effort to protect an endangered marine species
B) the civilian use of a military detection system
C) the exposure of a U. S. Navy top-secret weapon
D) a new way to look into the behavior of blue whales
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Passage 1

The accuracy of scientific observations and calculations is always at the miercy of the scientist's
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timekeeping methods. For this reason, scientists are interested in devices that give promise of more
precise timekeeping.

In their search for precision, scientists have turned to atomic clocks that depend on various vi-
brating atoms or molecules to supply their “ticking”. This is possible because each kind of atom or
molecule has its own characteristic rate of vibration. The nitrogen( %) atom in ammonia( %), for
example, vibrates or “ticks” 24 billion times a second.

One such atomic clock is so accurate that it will probably lose no more than a second in 3,000
years. It will be of great importance in fields such as astronomical observation and long-range navi-
gation. The heart of this atomichron(JEFi1#I8%) is a cesium(4) atom that vibrates 9. 2 billion
times a second when heated to the temperature of boiling water.

An atomic clock that operates with an ammonia molecule may be used to check the accuracy of
predictions based on Einstein’s relativity theories, according to which a clock in motion and a clock ’
at rest should keep time differently laced in an orbiting satellite moving at a speed of 18,000 miles
an hour, the clock could broadcast its time reading to a ground station, where they would be com-
pared with the readings on a similar model. Whatever differences developed would be checked
against the differences predicted.

Q: An appropriate title for this passage would be

A) A Peacetime Use of the Atom B) Atoms and Molecules
C) The Satellite Timekeepers D) The Role of the Clock
Passage 2

The music business is very difficult to succeed in; 9 out of 10 bands that have released their
first record fail to produce a second. Surviving in the music industry requires luck and patience,
but most of all it requires an intricate knowledge of how a record company functions. The signing
of a recording contract is a slow process. The record company will spend a long time investigating
the band and current trends in popular music; during this period, it is important that a band recip-
rocate( 2% 19) with an investigation of its own, learning as much as possible about the company
and making personal connections within the different departments that will handle their recordings.
A record company’s search for new talent usually begins by sending a representative of the Artists
and Repertoire ( A and R) department to visit bars and night clubs scouting for ( = look for)
young, talented bands. When the representative identifies a promising band, he or she will work
to negotiate a contract and make the recording arrangements. Once a band has finished recording
the album( 18} ) , the Publicity and Promotions department takes over and decides whether or n"ot
to mass produce and market the band’s album. This is where many bands go wrong. They fail to
make personal contacts in this second department, thus losing their voice in the final process of
producing and marketing their atbum. This loss of voice often contributes to the band’s failure as a
recording group. )

Q: Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the passage?
A) Nine out of ten bands fail to produce a second record.
B) The main factors in a band’s success are luck and patience.
C) It is important for a band to have an intricate knowledge of how a recording company works.
D) Making personal connections will give the band a voice in the final decisions about the pro-
motion of their album.
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Believe it or not, optical illusion can cut highway crashes.

Japan is a case in point. It has reduced automobile crashes on some roads by nearly 75 percent
using a simple optical illusion. Bent strips, called chevrons, painted on the roads make drivers think
that they are driving faster than they really are, and thus drivers slow down.

Now the American Automobile Association Foundations For Traffic Safety in Washington D.
C. is planning to repeat Japan’s success. Starting next year, the foundation will paint chevrons and
other patterns of stripes on selected roads around the country to test how well the patterns reduce
highway crashes.

Excessive speed plays a major role in as much as one fifty of all fatal traffic accidents, accord-
ing to the foundation. To help reduce those accidents, the foundation will conduct its tests in areas
where speed-reiated hazards are the greatest-curves, exit slopes, traffic circles, and bridges.

Some studies suggest that straight, horizontal bars painted across roads can initially cut the av-
erage speed of drivers in half. However, traffic often returns to full speed within months as drivers
become used to seeing the painted bars.

Chevrons, scientists say, not only give drivers the impression that they are driving faster than
they really are but also make a lane appear to be narrower. The resuit is a longer lasting reduction of
highway speed and the number of traffic accidents.

Q: The passage mainly discusses
A) a new way of highway speed control
B) a new pattern of painting highways
C) a new approach to training drivers
D) a new type of optical illusion
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Passage 1

Tea drinking was common in China for nearly one thousand years before anyone in Europe had
ever heard about tea. People in Britain were much slower in finding out what tea was like, mainly
because tea was very expensive. It could not be bought in shops and even those people who could
afford to have it sent from Holland did so only because it was a fashionable curiosity. Some of them
were not sure how to use it. They thought it was a vegetable and tried cooking the leaves. Then
they served them mixed with butter and salt. They soon discovered their mistake biit'many: peopie
used to spread the used tea leaves on tweall sid give them to their children as sandwiches. -
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Tea remained scarce and very expensive in England until the ships of the East India Company
began to bring it direct from China early in the seventeenth century. During the next few years so
much tea came into the country that the price fell and many people could afford to buy it.

At the same time people on the Continent were becoming more and more fond of tea. Until
then tea had been drunk without milk in it, but one day a famous French lady named Madame de
Sevigne decided to see what tea tasted like when milk was added. She found it so pleasant that she
would never again drink it without milk. Because she was such a great lady her friends thought they
must copy everything she did, so they also drank their tea with milk in it. Slowly this habit spread
until it reached England and today only very few Britons drink tea without milk.

At first, tea was usually drunk after dinner in the evening. No one ever thought of drinking tea
in the afternoon until a duchess(Z>B3: A) found that a cup of tea and a piece of cake at three or
four o’clock stopped her getting “a sinking feeling” as she called it. She invited her friends to have
this new meal with her and so, tea-time was born.

Q: This passage mainly discusses
A) the history of tea drinking in Bntam
B) how tea became a popular drink in Britain
C) how the Britons got the habit of drinking tea
D) how tea-time was born

Passage 2
The heritage of English law brought with it the seeds of American liberty-not the flower and the

fruit, which were to be produced after long labor and painful struggle. Nevertheless, the seeds were
there and they sprouted, took root and have continued to grow. To this extent, the inheritance was
valuable, but it is not to be denied that even though English law gave us the seeds of liberty, it also
imposed upon us a vast amount of useless lumber that we have not swept away entirely — after three
hundred years of unceasing effort. Even the system of trial by jury, in spite of its enormous value,
came to us with burdensome, outworn ideas and unnecessary precautions, on the one hand, and
with no adequate means of adaptation to changing conditions, on the other. For one thing, in the
early days it was assumed that ignorance of the facts was a guarantee of a juror’s impartiality. At
that time, when means of communication were few and slow, there was something to be said for the
idea; but today, when means of communication were abundant and almost instantaneous, ignorance
of the facts is evidence, not of impartiality, but of extraordinary stupidity, or of extraordinary indif-
ference. The rule that a juror must be ignorant of the facts is, therefore, a rule that operates
against, not for the effort to fill the jury box with honest men of ordinary intelligence. It has become
so hopeless, indeed, that the courts literally ceased long ago trying to enforce it. It is, nevertheless,
still a theoretical part of the system.
Q: The passage is main about

A) the seeds of American liberty

B) the system of trial by jury

C) a theoretical weakness of the jury system

D) the changing conditions in the jury system
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