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Summary

Qinghat Province in Qinghai — Tibetan Plateau lies in western China, and is the
source of the Yangtze and Yellow rivers. It makes conlact with the Central Plains in the
east through Lanzhou, with Central Asia in the west through Xinjiang, and with India in
the south through Tibet. Since ancient limes, numerous minority nationalities along with
the Han Nationality creat the history of our great motherland, which has left over rieh and
varied cullural heritage.

During the past 50 years since the founding of New China, 3480 Paleolithic to Qing
period sites and units of remains have been discovered in the Qinghai region, inclnding
40 scientifically excavated 40 sites and thousards of tombs, which yielded more than
100,000 picces of cullural relics. These antiquities have great significance and value to
the study of the history of nationalities in Qinghai, the relalionship of this region with the
Central Plains, the historical course of the formation of united muiti — nationality China,
and the friendly relations of the ancient Chinese nationalities with the people of Central,
West and South Asian countries.

The book Western China and the Eastern und Western Civilizations is a collection of
37 academic theses of Prof. Xu Xinguo, Director of the linghai Provincial Institute of
Cullural Relics and Archaeology, published in the past 28 years since he began his ar-
chaeological work. These articles represent his rescarch results in the field of the multi —
nationality plural culture in western China, and embody his study orientation correspond-
ing with that of foreign scholars’ long — term researches as well as with the target of Chi-
nese scholars’ common concern. His acaderic accomplishments have played a very im-
portant advancing role in resparches on the ancient civilization of the Gansu ~ Qinghai re-
gion, and the comparative study of eastern and western culiures he maintains has acceler-

ated cultural discovery and exchange.
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