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Preface

In 1990, when I published “A Grammar of Contemporary
Xiangxi Miao”, only 2,000 copies were printed. They sold out very
rapidly and not one copy now remains. After this, many friends
both in China and abroad wanted to purchase more copies, but as I
only had one copy myself, I could not meet their needs. I had
originally intended to request a reprinting, but the original
manuscript was written using the newly devised Xiangxi Miao
orthography and not IPA, rendering it difficult to read. In addition,
some of the content also required further clarification and
explanation, so I decided to rewrite an entirely new grammar of
Xiangxi Miao. Later, I realized that the subdialects which
comprised the Xiangxi Miao dialect group had different distinctive
features, hence it was not possible to fully describe Xiangxi Miao
grammar in one single volume. Therefore, I decided to describe
only one of the subdialects: Songtao Miao.

“A Descriptive Grammar of Songtao Miao” is divided into
two parts.

Part One is based on the author’s “segmental phrasal
correspondence” theory for tonal languages and gives a
comprehensive description of the grammatical system of Songtao
Miao. The following descriptions are based on the special
features of Songtao Miao, including inanimate and animal nouns,



2 A Descriptive Grammar of Songtao Miao

directionality of verbs, articles, adjectives and manner adverbs,
and the flexible positions of syntactic elements.

Part Two is a Grammatical Dictionary of 881 vocabulary
items drawn from 19 types of basic lexical terms, with detailed
descriptions of the main grammatical information included within
each item. While the main purpose of this part of this book is
documentation, it also provides data for further research as well as
evidence that the grammatical system can be applied to actual
language data.

The data used in the book were collected during field
investigations undertaken by the author from 1953 to 1964 in the
Songtao Miao Autonomous County. I would like to thank the Miao
scholars Mr Long Zhengxue, Mr Shi Dengwen and Mrs Ma Shulan
for their enthusiastic assistance which they provided during the
collection and editing of language material.

Y4B

Luo Anyuan
August 2005
Beijing, China



i

B
|

(2= A

G

1]

|

|t

| = =N

HE I

H X

towm EREER

BT IE R AR veereersersersaorsosisinssinsssnsissannns 3)
FABE B IEAR T R ILI G oreeeroesserssssseronnvnnnas (3)
WA A B AR eeeeeerserseonssrsossssssisirnnnans 4)
N TR I PIA=D. 8 Vi 82 T R @
AR E VIR TR B e eeeeerevnnssosansranns <R
AR S B S R AT R oo reeereerressssrsennas (8)
B EE RIS E S L PR rrrserrerrecens (8)
BEREERGEITIE SR oo oeeoereerssesseens (9)
B BEIUEE TR recerrvrreccrcecen (10D
ERHEETHRIS “TEIEELL” veeerereeneeens (16)
EGHBENREANBEE SR e (25)
PR A S R
BRI ERHEED ceerrerereereserniniiniinienens (26)
(REEERL, BIFEIAGH corereereeeerrenreneeneeneenenn (26)
FABE B G A RRHIAT cevreeroeroreraenesasensnsarans 2n
BEFERFTE, BRIEBR ererereerroroecnninnn, (28)
CEE S EEBAIIIEED ceeeeeerorecenonnes (29)



2 WS EHE RS
BPUZE 45 JA] ceceveccorercssrtinsoiiatiiiiiiiieiiinsiiaienes (35)
— B RRIBIYILG IR e ereeeerersernasietiiiitniinens (35)
T BAMAZ RN G AL IR] eereeeeerererrernsenaenisnaaanas (36)
= ERBFRIBGIA corevecereeerrrminniiiionnieiiii. (37)
BEPE 42 R BB AZ 8] evevneerereerensnseernaniennnn (38)
T O AEBRAZAA] ceverererererctcetncttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieninea (41)
N FTARLGAR] eevereossrmsceenuencenniinituniniencsnnnnnannees (43)
4 HHBHAZIE] ceeccereereetriiiiiniotiieinetiitnitniennannans (44)
I\ TEARK/NSTHLHGZZAR] ceereovenserneesenreennnnennnnens (44)
U BiEHIDEIS BEL coeverererereniontitniiiiniana.. (45)
T+ BEZIFRITED veeeerrereerreerscrraniiiiesoiienion 47)
BRI B A7 cecerrecrrrrcttiiinnititniiiiinnieteinan (48)
— AP ER R MBER weoveesseeeen (48)
- ﬁ@ggﬁgﬂmmg%{%m ........................... (49)
= BREARIEIE RLIKIGERY coovrereerererrarnonnacrannnns (51)
PO HABBRELTE -vverveecrcecersnmiiiiiiitanneniennnnees (53)
AT B ] cereeccrerrcntriiiiiiiiiicicnieiiiniienee. (60)
— BiASZIAIRIER cereerrerserserecssiecnntanienines (60)
T ORRHEBAIHGEIT c-eeeeeererrerrrnscrinsereniiiens (61)
= RBIRYMEBALRIHGERAT] -ooeeerreerrerreeseresseccanenes (63)
P MIAEBFIEESRAGERIR -ooeevvrerernrerorenncrsnnnnnnee (69)
T BREEHEIIRIGER] revvererreererscernssrrionenns (69)
7N RIRDBEE/PEBIEIE creerereereerrontinniiiiin. 70)
4 BHAHIEED «cccercerrcrirmittiaiieiintiiereececcenes 12
FELE BRI eecerrerrrrcimnnmmnimie. (75)
— ﬁ%%%ﬂﬂﬁ%%ﬁ@ ........................... (75)
- &bm%ﬁﬁ]ﬁwrﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ] ........................... (76)
= FRIEARIA] ceeecerecerenninirniniiii e e, (78)



8 x 3
JO  FE7RARIA cevererserrerecniimieiiniiiaiiiiniiniinin.. (80)
T BEGJfRHA] sevecreccecencncaiietieiiaiiiiiiinnceeiiinn (81)
7N %%lvﬂ’rﬁﬁ]ﬂﬁ%iﬁk%& ................................. (83)
BINE  JEEFRIGRIF] ceveecorrceccrccarcirtasinntanieiincnaens (85)
—  BBTBRFIR S RTERIT corerreerrereareaeanienns (85)
- ﬁ)ﬁ%;}gﬁjmﬁj}% ................................. (86)
= JEBAIRUIED coeeeccreeererrenrnririneninnnniiinnenn. (86)
PO ARIFIHIFEE ceeeeemmrcncnnictitiiiicitiiiiicnicrenenee, (88)
T BHARIA] erevererecserrccennniiiincitaiiarictnscnienennas (89)
7N JEARIA] eeveevreccrecececsccnticniiotinienienncnciennnnas (92)
BHE BhiFE. ME. B ceeeeereerrerrrrmniiomiiii. (96)
— BAZNERI S RRENIA cceceeeerereeereratinntincanns (96)
Z BAMZYERAR R BIA] ceceeceererererecttnieieniennns 97)
= gjjﬂﬂgﬂﬂjﬁﬁg ....................................... 97
)0 B AR R EE soreercesernettmmntiirnciinninnenineae, (99)
T H BB G e veeeeeerrriresiinntineiiniiiieinen. (101)
FBTE EiFE. BYiAE. BRI D eceerresenceracensans (108)
—  HHERIBI L v vecereerrertntiititiiiiec e, (108)
- %*}ygﬁﬂ ................................................ (110)
= FHRAESERDUA R R e cererertrnenanenn (112)
BT—F T qF]eeeeeeceereecritiiiiiiiiiiieen (115)
— “%%ﬁﬁ]qyaw’ F “FYEIFa®”  eeeeeens (115)
—  “BREiRmad!” FIUEFEIARGIBT7 oveeverecrerences (125)
= XTqv®B, ta®, maS IR F B eeeceeoerrnnree (129)
i = S RVA T L R TR T T T TP ru ORI (133)
—  (BEERD + (ZiA+LiT) BRSLIAEH - (133
= (BEABER + (BIAERR) BSLEA - (135)
= (BEsBhA) + (BhE+FED BELiFg e (135)



4 MEEREELF
W (BhiE+aiE) + (BhiE+4818) BRILIE A eeeeeee (137)
i (BYARERED + (BhE+TERRD BALEd - (139)
N (BhEHERAD + (BhA+EIED) BRILIA L e eee oo (140)

+  GEFAEAHERIRE) + GERFE+EAR) B
iﬁjﬁ ................................................... (140)
NN GBI + GEAA+ B BRI+ (141)
N GBECRED + FERAHRE) BRILIFH - (142)
+ GBEE+ZRD+ FEER+E ) BELIF L+ (143)
AR + ORARTD BESTE B (145)
+= GEAFERD + GERAHA R BOLFM - (145)
FBT=5  FRENALLFIANISIELL cveeevreerrrererserranniinnne (148)
— Zlﬂ‘lﬁtﬁﬁ%ﬂlﬁ]ﬁﬁ ....................................... (148)
- @ﬁﬁl&ﬁ%ﬂﬂgﬁ ....................................... (150)
= %glﬁjlﬁmﬁmﬂgﬁ .................................... (150)
N BhiE) + (Fhid/FEZRIE) AT e eeeeeeees (151)
o GEFED+(Ehia/ B/ B iE) #h e iF 4--- (152)
%—Hzgﬁ i%ﬂéﬂiﬂiiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ .............................. (154)
— B + (ZHE/FE/ T ZECHER (154)
= O + (FiA/RE/ R ZRRI (155)
= OBFAD + (RE/LZHD KRR eeeeeeeeer (155)
QH iﬁﬁ]gﬁ ................................................ (156)
B+HE gﬁi%ﬂgi% .................................... (157)
— I%B{J%Xﬁ}g ....................................... (157)
= R ENBFFNT G e eerenereroreronatrons (158)
= EERPTEAIE e reererneeerteentitiitiiiieenaennn (160)
BEANE ATBERJSIEIE coorrrrerrrrrrsrorrsciineeneneennns (162)
—  JHIERIRI e e e e, (162)



B & 5

= JEE LRI B e eeeeereeerrteneentenitenenisiienion (166)
BHEE EE. FEERIRE. FRE e (168
—  EIERJEERI R e rererrerecrciicicinititiniiiiinien (168)
= REHEAAL R e eecorererereenttciiiictiiitiiiiciee (170
BN\ BIEEBRUSEIE coreerererererssssrasictiiiiinien (173)
—  EFERIEE N A3 eeercecccrortatciniciinatiiiiiiiiiien a73)
T M EIERY BRI L e e eeeererereseressisannans (175)
= REEMIAYERL B e reeeeeerreresesssnnentesosisnnenes (176)
AT AP (Beececrrererrrertiinnitiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiicieen (178>
— *I‘%B‘J%Xﬁ}]—i ....................................... (178)
T O SUEEAME e eeeereerrreccercasitiitttiiiiiitiiicsiasaiaes (182)
= INEERERAGALI R ceeerererecerercestiiaiennn. (183)
U R 55 FTRENE" IR+ eeeeressoeeeees (185)
BT A THREB S ERTE S H e errreerreerersssnnes (187)
—  AJTFH CEIIERY ererercrricisiiiiotiiiiiiiin (187)
T A TFH CCHBEEELY  cecerrecrcnicisiicininniiiiiiia. (189)
= AJTFEBE CBREY ceeereerreccccsrctiitricainnie (193)
Eo+—F B ] emevsesannaces “eesssessrtsectsctracecssncscns (197
— BRI PR e eeererrersstttiitiittiiiiiitiiinncaes (197)
- $/§JB{J%$1§§Q ....................................... (201)
Lo+ E B fqJseenrrorttetitcitsntcctisncitciretaisaisennas (207)
—  HAJH I eeererrretiiciiitiittiiiiiiiiiiiiecniees (207)
- E/@ngqgﬁit ....................................... (209)

R B

PABE A B A A B IS R A B Mo vvveeeverenvenesonnans (223)



6 MHREEREEES
—  BHARBEEFRHEIEIS R (225)
D RO = S l:oh a7 ) - DO (232)
= BHEBEAFREIES Bl eccecrcrorcecrenccnccincn (236)
DU BhK B AR BB IS B evrerererernaressssnnannsnaeneas (243)
F AEYRRE AR B S Berererrececrrcererscciecianan (254)
A BERE AT B TES Bleeecorrerersssrsneessssnncanens (263)
4+ AEHERAKIR FIEETE(G Bl eerrecrcerecsrconiccnee. 271
JU BB ARF B S R ererrerreoremtanccntninnnain (282)
L RAMERE A BB S Bl eeererrrersrarnttaninninaiacnens (286)
+ BB AR FIETE S B ecerecererororsesscinncianne (290)
+— A REE AR HIE S Blecrcecrrerecocernccciicnaa. (293)
+= HERE AR B‘J‘%‘&%‘E .............................. (303)

= ATIEKB AR EE S R e ereeeneennenns (309)
TP HARBE B AR B IETE S Bl everrerercrrrrcnrnccacaniana, (339)
+FH  PREIEE AR I TETE S Berereerererrrrcimreniinienn (359)
T KB AR B GE Fl e rererrrercrtcincniiinee. (363)
+t YPEREARFRTEIES Recrcrerrcrerrrrencncacicn (368)
FI\ AR BRI IE LS B vereerrrorerrersssoreneasenne (407)
FH B RRARFHIETE S Flecrreererorrrececetcntanneene (411)



Descriptive Grammar of Songtao Miao

Table of Contents

Part One Grammatical System

Chapter 1 Phonetic Description of Songtao Miag *=*+ces=esseeeseeees (3)

1.1
1.2
13
14

Principles used for phonetic description ***c*sssecessscceases (3)
Consonmts 0P s00 000 tereesatiensersrsensnesssntesscsvnittnane (4)
V0wels andnasalimvowels %escsscsscncnrrcsentrensaennacans (‘7)

Tone System -o.-.ooncocooo...-.---n-.n.--.o--oo-oooo..o--oo-noo(7)

Chapter 2 Basic Requirements of Grammatical Description--+++-++*-+(8)

2.1 Correspondence with real linguistic data-+*==+* seeneees seeeeeen(8)
2.2 SyStematic representation®s+++=+++++++ssssssssssussnssssraseesnn(g)
2.3 Accurate record of distinctive features +*¢tecemceseneenaaces (10)
2.4 Strict division of “grammatical units”+ss+ss=sscesesorracnace. (16)
2.5 Detailed description of grammatical information <*+*+++*+=++(25)
Chapter 3 General Outline of the “Layered Phrasal Correspondence”

Theory:++++++++sseossessssses R A )
3.1 Documentation and analysis®****+* sererersesiietieinnin, (26)
3.2 Unique position of Songtao Miag *s+scesesesereessenceccans (77)
3.3 Relationship with affiliated languages®+*** soetessesseccsenees (28)
3.4 Analysis of other tonal languages++++++++++++++sesssssrerssees(29)

35

The “Segmental Phrasal Correspondence Theory” <e*¢c* (29)

Chapter4 NOIIDS"’""""""'”"'"'"'"'"’"""'""'"""'"'"(35)



