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Memorable Quotes

MR

[Rick ] Your cash is good at the bar.

(Banker ] What? Do you know who I am?

[Rick] I do. You’re lucky the bar’s open to
you

[Woman) What makes saloonkeepers so snob-
bish?

[Banker] Perhaps if you told him I ran the sec-
ond largest banking house in Amster-
dam.

[Carl] Second largest? That wouldn’t impress
Rick. The leading banker in Amster-
dam is now the pastry chef in our
kitchen.
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(Banker | We have something to look forward -

to.

[Ugarte ] You know, Rick, I have many a friend

in Casablanca, but somehow, just be-
cause you despise me, you are the on-
ly one 1 trust.

[Hsa] Play it once, Sam. For old times’ sake.

[Sam ]I don’t know what you mean, Miss El-

sa.

[Hsa]Play it, Sam. Play “As Time Goes By.”

[Rick ] Of all the gin joints, in all the towns,
in all the world, she had to walk into

mine.
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Plot Suary

This film is the classic story of an American café owner, Rick Blaine, who is living in
Casablanca, Morocco, during World War Il . Rick is both a cynical and caring individual
who came to Casablanca after falling in love with a Norwegian woman, Ilsa, during his time
in Paris. Although their affair was a short one, Rick believed that they would leave Paris to-
gether, after the German armies occupied France in the summer of 1940. Unfortunately, and
for reasons that Rick did not understand at the time, Ilsa chose to stay in Paris, and appar-
ently leave Rick forever. Naturally, Rick was broken hearted.
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A year later, in 1941, Rick is running his own successful café in Casablanca, when Ilsa




unexpectedly arrives with her Czechoslovakian husband, Victor Laszlo. Laszlo is well
known for leading the underground movement against Hitler’s armies in Europe, and for
héving twice escaped from a German concentration camp. Both Ilsa and Victor had come to
Casablanca, like so many others, to find a French exit visa that would allow them to fly to
Portugal, and then travel on to America. But when they arrive, Ilsa is shocked to find herself
with Rick again, and both Ilsa and Victor find it much harder than they thought it would be
to obtain the exit visas that they so desperately need.
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While waiting for a chance to escape from Casablanca, Rick learns the real reason that Ilsa
had left him back in Paris, and the real story of her marriage to Victor. Although Rick and
Ilsa clearly still loved each other, Rick makes sure that when Ilsa and Victor get a chance to

escape, Ilsa chooses the man she is truly supposed to be with...
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Trivia

*  Many of the actors who played the Nazis were in fact German Jews who had escaped
from Nazi Germany.
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*  To maximize profits from foreign distribution of the film, the studio suggested that any
unpleasant characters other than the Nazis should also be from an enemy country,
namely Italy. This is why Ugarte, Ferrari, and the dark European pickpocket are Italian.
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*  Renault tells Rick he knows that he ran guns to Ethiopia, referring to Italy’s invasion

in 1935. In the Italian version of the picture, Renault’s line became, “You ran guns to
China.”
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In the 1980s, this film’s script was sent to readers at a number of major studios and
production companies under its original title, “Everybody Comes To Rick’s”. Some
readers recognized the script but most did not. Many complained that the script was
“not good enough” to make a decent movie. Others gave such complaints as “too dat-

ed”, “too much dialog” and “not enough sex”.
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Dooley Wilson was, in fact, the only member of the cast to have ever actually visited

the city of Casablanca.
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Casablanca, Morocco, was one of the key stops for refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied
Europe, which is why the original playwrights chose the city for the setting of their
play (though initially they had opted for Lisbon).
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The Stars in Casablanca

Michael Curtiz ¥ 587K « #7487

Mini-biography 4~ A##2/hEid

Curtiz began acting in and then directing films in his native Hungary in 1912.
After WWI he continued his filmmaking career in Austria and Germany and into
the early 1920s when he directed films in other countries in Europe. Moving to
the US in 1926, he started making films in Hollywood for Warner Bros. His films
during the 30s and 40s encompassed nearly every genre imaginable and some,
including Casablanca (1942) and Mildred Pierce (1945), are considered to be film
classics. His brilliance waned in the 1950s when he made a number of mediocre
films for studios other than Warner. He directed his last film in 1961, a year
before his death at 74.
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Humphrey Bogart F 3 3 - 8 5%

Mini-biography 4~ A #1#/h&i2d
From 1920 to 1922, Bogart managed a stage company owned by family friend
William A. Brady, performing a variety of tasks at Brady’s film studio in New
York. After this, he began regular stage performances. In 1930, he got a contract
with Fox and his feature film debur in a ten-minute short. Fox released him after
two years. After five more years of stage and minor film roles, he broke through
with The Petrified Forest (1936) from Warner Bros. The film was a major suc-
cess and led to a long-term contract with Warners. From 1936 to 1940 Bogart he
appeared in 28 films. His landmark year was 1941, with roles in such classics as
High Sierra (1941) and then as Sam Spade in one of his most fondly remem-
bered films, The Maltese Falcon (1941). These were followed by Casablanca
(1942), The Big Sleep (1946) and Key Largo (1948). He also formed his own
production company, and the next year made The Treasure of the Sierra Madre




(1948). “Bogey” received the Best Actor Academy Award for The African Queen
(1951) and a nomination for Casablanca (1942). He died in his sleep at his Holly-
wood home following an operation for throat cancer.
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Distantly related to the late Princess Diana, Princess of Wales, through her Ameri-
can relations.
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Was of English, Dutch and Spanish heritage.
AAXRE MFEZMEHF N5,

Off the set, he and Ingrid Bergman hardly spoke during the filming of Casablanca
(1942). She said later, “I kissed him but I never knew him”. Years later, after In-
grid Bergman had taken up with Italian director Roberto Rossellini, and borne him
a child, he bawled her out for it. “You used to be a great star”, he said. “What
are you now?” “A happy woman”, she replied.i
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Though a poor student, he was a lifelong reader. He could quote Plato, Pope,
Ralph Waldo Emerson and over a thousand lines of Shakespeare. He admired
writers, and some of his best friends were screenwriters.
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Ingrid Bergman ¥ Fl- % %2

Mini-biography 4~ A #1# /M &id

Her mother died when she was only two and her father died when she was 12. At
18, after school graduation, the lonely and shy girl decided to become an actress.
In 1934 she debuted in the Swedish film Munkbrogreven (1935). She soon rose to
stardom and by 1936 was Sweden’s leading film star and got first offers from
Hollywood. The beginning of WWII in Europe persuaded her and her family to
return to America in 1940. In 1942 Casablanca (1942) premiered and made her a
star of the first rank. Her acting in her next film, For Whom the Bell Tolls (1943),
won her an Academy Award nomination. In late 1943 she began working on
Gaslight (1944), which won her the 1944 Academy Award. She returned to Eu-
rope after the scandalous publicity surrounding her affair with Italian director
Roberto Rossellini during the filming of Stromboli (1950). She returned to Holly-
wood and triumphed in Anastasia (1956), for which received another Oscar. In
1957, she divorced Rosselini. She received a third Oscar for her role in Murder on
the Orient Express (1974). In 1978 she starred in Ingmar Bergman’s Hdstsonaten
(1978), probably her best film from an artistic standpoint. Her last role was in the
television film A Woman Called Golda (1982) (TV). For it she won (posthu-
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mously) US television’s Emmy Award as outstanding actress in a mini-series. She
died in London on August 29, 1982, after having a small birthday party with a
few friends.
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