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By Riverside a Pair Of Turtledoves Are Cooing
There’s a Good Maiden Fair Whom a Young Man Is
Wooing

-—--First Poem of “Book of Poetry™, the Singing of Pure Love
Introduction

When you read the lines of “By riverside a pair/ Of turtledoves
are cooing”, you will be enchanted by a wonderful passion and
deeply moved by such elaborate and sincere words of the ancient
Chinese people. This is a poem timelessly sung and chanted by
people.

The poem is taken from the “Book of Poetry”, the earliest
collection of poems in ancient China. The “Book of Poeiry™ is
one of the earliest literary creations of human beings and boasts
itself as the literary gem in the world’s cultural treasure house. It
was compiled during the Spring and Autumn period in the
history of China with 305 poems in all. The “Book of Poetry™ is
classified into Book of Songs, Book of Odes/Epics, and Book of
Hymns. The Book of Songs includes folk songs/poems,
reflecting the life and emotions of the ancient people. The poem
selected here is one of the poems in the Book of Songs. It is also
the first poem in the “Book of Poetry”, entitled “Wooing and
Cooing (Songs Collected South of the Capital, Modern Shaanxi
and Henan)™.
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