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Abstract

The present book, comprising five chapters, provides
an analysis of the Sumerian epic known as Ernmerkar and
the Lord of Aratta from various aspects and a complete
Chinese translation of the epic in combination of verse and
prose. It also provides alongside the translation detailed
notes which reflect in most cases the most recent results of
scholarly research on the subject. Unlike the previous
works on this epic by other authors, the present work lays
emphasis on 1) a new interpretation of the text of the ep-
ic,2) analysis of the protagonists, certain locales and e-
vents based on the new interpretation of the text of the ep-
ic,and 3) an evaluation of the contention among different
schools over the Sumerian epic literature which has been
going on since decades. The present work makes use of the
most recent results of scholarly researches and offers many

new interpretations on controversial issues.
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