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PREFACE

With his unique imagination, man puts forward many cre-
ative ohjectives of his struggle in the long history of civilization.
One of these chjectives, perhaps the boldest as well as the most
difficult, is to construct a unified European state.

This is by no means an exaggeration. Although its cultural
heritage bears much uniformity and consistency, Europe has
long been divided politically into various nations, countries and
dukedoms. The political map of Europe was once compared to
an old mat full of petches. Every now and then , new patches
are added to this mat by means of war, annexation and redivi-
sion of the territories . One would be dazzled by the rapid and
frequent changes in the European history prior to the 19th centu-
ry; and the two world wars, which broke out in Europe within
the first half of the 20th century, make the division of Europe an
even more perplexing political dilemma. It is hard to imagine
that with snch an ominous legacy of histery, Europe can shll
head for a bright future of unification.

Nevertheless, the determined pursuit of peace by mankind
displays its great strength. Even during harsh periods of war and
strife, there were still sensible persons in Europe whe proposed
and spread the ideal of unification. Later , when Furope was



divided into two antagonistic blocs after the Second World War,
Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman soon put forward the brand —
uew idea of integration, which precipidated a union of Western
Europe. At present, the structure of division between Eastern
and Western Europes has been smashed in a manner beyond all
expectations, and the union of Westemn Europe begins to exert
an overwhelming influence on the whole of Europe. We have
reasons to believe that the ideal of a unified Europe may eventu-
ally be realized in the not too distant future.

Let us have a brief review of the process in which Western
Europe was united into one commumity. Forty years ago, a
treaty for setting up a European common market of coal and steel
was signed in Pars in April, 1951, by France, Germany, I-
taly, Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembourg. The cooperation
of the six countries achieved its first success in 1958, when the
European Economic Community had strengthened its union by
meang of a tariff alliance and commou agriculiural policies. The
Common Market was formally founded in 1970, which led to its
rapid expansion. In January, 1973, Denmark, Freland and the
United kingdom joined the Common Market. Greece followed
suit in January, 1981. Then Spain and Portugal also joined the
league in January, 1986. The process of this development and
expansion is neither a smooth uor an easy one , it is acem-
paried by clashing ideas and conflicting interests which fre-
quently occur among the Member States. For instance, France
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rejected the European Defence Community plan in 1954; later it
twice vetoed the United kingdom’ s applications for membership
in 1963 and 1967. It does not really matter that different opin-
ions exist in the process of unification, the significant thing is
that the tendency of unification through negotiations and coordi-
nations has been maintained, and it has already achieved en-
couraging development.

The prospects of the European Commmumity’ s further de-
velopment are quite optimistic. Ini986, the Single European
Act was signed by the twelve Member States. It stipulates that
the relations as a whole among the Member States will be trans-
formed into a European Union, it also expects to set up the in-
ternal market over a period expiring on 31 December, 1992. It
is already a common belief that beginning from 1993, the Mem-
ber States of the European Community will further increase.

Some: scholars estimate that the speed of unification will ac-
celerate in the forthcoming 2ith century, due to the development
of the European Community; whereas others argue that the
merging process of politics and economy in the European Com-
munity will be obstructed by the increase of its Member States ,
especially by the discrepancy of economic development between
the Eastern and Western European countries. Thus the immedi-
ate prospect of a unified Europe is somewhat ambiguous. Yet
this does not prevent intelligent persons from exercising their
imagination and making bold prophecies of the world’ s future.
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We have reason to expect that a unified European bank, or a u-
nified European government , or a unified European state, will
come into being sometime after the year 2000. That will be a
logical and satisfying conclusion to the process of Furope’ s u-
nification in the second half of the 20th century .

I am not & prophet, so I do not intend to pass judgment on
the immediate future of Europe in this brief introduction. What 1
want to say bere is that the history of the 20th century Europe is
filled with tragic episodes; therefore its last episode sheuld be a
happy one entitled ” The Unification of Furope” . 1 believe that
the political wisdom of the Europeans will enable them to solve
various problems, and to maintain the healthy tendency of unifi-
cation during the tum of the next century towards its final real-
ization. The fact that Europe seeks to influence the world
through its own unification instead of war is no doubt a welcome
progress.

In order 1o heip the reader to know more about the history
of the European Community, my friend Su Mingzhong translated
the Treaties and Acts establishing the European Communities,
which is to be published by the Intemnational Culture Publishing
Corporation. 1 hope the book will be helpful to those who are in-
terested in the historical movement to unite the Europe. China
established the diplomatic relations with the European Communi-
ties early in 1975, and the friendship between the two sides is a
blessing to the unification of Europe. In this sense, the publica-
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tion of this book will be welcomed both at home and abroad.

Chen Haosu

President of Chinese People’s Association
for Friendship with Foreign Countries
President of China — EU Association
April 1, 1991

Shaoxing, Zhejiang
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