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PREFACE

Two nationwide sampling surveys on the epidemic status of schistosomiasis were
organized and carried out by the Ministry of Health in 1989 and 1995 respectively. The
results of survey have provided systematic and reliable data and information for the
formulation of the Eighth and Ninth Five-year National Plans on Schistosomiasis Control
and assessment of its effect, as well as the setting up, implementation and evaluation of
the China Schistosomiasis Control Project through the World Bank Loanl.

Since the end of 1990s, the environment, epidemic factors and the pattern of
prevention and control in the endemic areas have changed considerably. To understand the
current epidemic status of schistosomiasis clearly, to provide accurate baseline data for the
formulation of mid-term and long-term projects for schistosomiasis control, to adjust
scientifically the strategy for the prevention and control, and to determine the stress for the
control of schistosomiasis, the Third Nationwide Sampling Survey on Schistosomiasis was
carried out in seven provinces, i.e., Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Anhui, Jiangsu, Yunnan and
Sichuan in 2004 under the organization of the Ministry of Health. Technical guiding
groups responsible for organization, coordination, supervision and quality control were set
up at national and provincial levels for the sampling survey under the leadership of the
Department of Diseases Control, Ministry of Health. Technical staff was selected to
undertake the implementation of the survey in each county (city, district). Based on the
experience got from the former two nationwide sampling surveys, special investigation on
Oncomelania snails, floating population and others was added in the survey according to
the epidemiological characteristics of schistosomiasis. The investigation data should be
more comprehensive and scientific in the way of using unified investigation methods,
detecting kits and apparatus, reinforcing quality control and perfecting data processing

system. Owing to the joint efforts made by the health administrations at various levels and
I



special institutions as well as technical personnel, all the task of field survey had been
accomplished by February 2003, and the data from the survey had been analyzed and the
results had been also summed up in time.

The sampling survey is well designed, and the data collected are complete, reliable,
scientific and comparable. The investigation results provided important scientific basis for
compilation of Mid-term and Long-term Outline for Schistosomiasis Control and
Prevention (2004—2015). Based on the outstanding problems in schistosomiasis control
revealed in this investigation, especially the problem that domestic animal reservoirs were
not effectively under control, the Ministry of Health proposed the integrated strategies of
prevention and control that put the stress on control of the sources of the infection. This
great change in the control strategy has reversed the passive status of schistosomiasis
control and prevention caused by the former strategy which had not been adjusted
accbrding to the changed situations such as social, economic and environmental ones. The
promulgation and implementation of the “Regulations for Schistosomiasis Control and
Prevention” in 2006 have provided powerful legal guarantee for carrying out the
comprehensive control strategies that primarily put the stress on control of the sources of
infection and laid a solid foundation for exploration and practice of creative strategies,
patterns and approaches in schistosomiasis control in new historical background.

Leaders and experts in the Expert Advisory Committce for Schistosomiasis, Ministry
of Health, the National Institute of Parasitic Diseases, China CDC and Provincial Offices
of the Leading Group for Schistosomiasis Control, as well as Provincial Institute for
Schistosomiasis Control and related units have been working arduously and carefully, and
have compiled the nationwide survey data into this book. I would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere thanks to these experts and professionals of health
administration departments and health institutions at various levels for their painstaking
work and contribution in the sampling survey.

The compilation and publication of this book will provide abundant, scientific and
v



detailed data and information for health administrations at various levels and institutions
for disease prevention and control, and also have the value of important reference for the
professional staffs working in the field of prevention, control and research of
schistosomiasis and other parasitic diseases in China. Owing to the heavy working load
for sampling survey and data analysis within a relatively short period of time,

shortcomings are unavoidable. Please point out if there are any.

By Wang Longde
Ministry of Health, People’s Republic of China
August 2006.
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