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Brief Introduction to the Artist

Li Jin Yuan

A painter of chengdu Art Academy ;A member of the council of chengdu Artists’ society ;
A member of China Artists’ society ,sichuan Branch; A member of Oriental Art Exchange Insti-

tute.
1945
1962

1980
1983
1986

1987

1988

He was born in chengdu,Sichuan Province.

He began to take up painting as an art amateur, while he was working at the
Qingjiang Instrument and Meter Plant of Chengdu.

He began to learn from mr. Feng Jianwu.

He began to learn from mr. He Haixia.

His personal painting exhibition named Life and Nature was held in chengdu ; And lat-
er he took part in the Sichuan Five Artists’ Painting Exhibition in Singapore.

He became a teacher of Sichuan Normal University. During this time, his personal
painting exhibition was held at China Artists” Gallery in Beijing. And then he took
part in the New painting Exhibition by the New Artists which was organized by China
Artists’ Society.

He took part in the Traditional Chinese pminting Exhibition of Eight Artusts from Swhuan ,
which was held in China Art Gallery by china Artists’ society. His work Snow Shines
the Valley won the excellent prize at the 18th Selected Modern Wash Pawding Exhibiwon w
Japan. His another work the Remaining Snow was'collected by China Art Gallery.
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Son of Nature Returns to Nature
—On Li Jinyuan’s Ink and Wash

Sun Meilan

n the south west of our matherland,a new batch of gifed artists
I has emerged in the world of ink and wash. Li Jinyuan is one of
the typical representatives. His Creativc inspiration is like racing current
full of vigour,and his paintings seem to possess heating power coming
from the earth’s core. Nature and life, which accompanied him through
the hard years when he was seeking knowledge, Call him and press him at
all times. Sometimes he is made to suffer a lot and feel unhappy, but
sometimes he is made to overjoyed and intoxicated. His paintings are the

Sweet dews of creation are socked with

distillation of nature and life
bitter and astringent. '
Various changes of nature endow Li’'s paintings with a sense,
changable and mysterious, Which perhaps is the result of Li Jinyuan ,the
son of nature,talking with nature and responsing to nature. And which is
also what Mather Nature presents to a pure heart of her new-born baby.
In the past ten years, he climbed Mount Emei and Mount Taihang,
crossed the changjiang Gorges,travelled to Hainan Province,went across
Wujiang River,and overlooked the Yellow Kiver. He is always intoxicat-
ed with Tama River Valley and the grassland of the Aba Autonomous
Prefecture. To him ,nature and life mean endless inspiration. Nature ,di-
gested by his sensation, appears again and then is turned into another
course of life by his subjective views and soul. Li’s paintings capture only
the twinkling part of the course,yet it is in this part that life is pro-
longed. An artist grasps the connection between macroscopic changes and
some specific matters,so that he can acquire miraculous feelings. In the
painting“A Journey to the Sun and Moon” ,mountain ranges rise and fal-
1, the whole world seems grey and vast, rivers run their way, day and
night exist together and wild geese fly in line in the sky,looking down at
all things underneath. “The Vibrating String”shows a clear waterfall
flows down among the hard rocks and cliffs,as if it was calling you to
hear the vibrating string from nature. A running horse stops abruptly,
facing the ground. The blazing sun is shining on an extending river. She
stands still with her head up . Does she feel puzzled? Or is she going to

neigh? “One view causes one state of mind. ” The paintings don’t only



display nature and life themselves,but also display a world that has gone

through the artist’s soul and spirit. Some of the ideas in traditional Chi-

nese ink and wash,such as “Man merged into nature with himself and

all things forgotten. ”as well as the mode of thinking,are given a new

life and a new spirit,and are mixed with power and beauty of the orien-

tal mystery. :
Another outstanding characteristic of Li’s ink and wash is the sig-
nificance of the moving state in the paintings. While describing the world

itself , the paintings also present the dim light of dawn, the sentimental

grassland, the dark nights, the glittering Big Dipper, the haziness in the



light of stars and moon, fierce wind and drizzles and the hazy smoke ab-
scured by cloudsese---.

We are greatly intoxicated not only with his mighty brush, the
freely-crossed lines and shapes,the jumping colour dots ,and oozing ink
traces , but also with the lives in the world of art that are floating ,moving
and fast changing. And we are led to the aesthetic pleasure of self-explo-
ration ,self-seeking ,self-creation and self-affirmation,and are able to fly
to a free and unrestrained conditions of spirit. v

“Tama River Valley”maybe can be considered as his best painting
that is of great momentum and full of the significance of moving state. In
it, he brought subjective ideas and creative freedom into full play. Ink,
dry or wet,dark or light,is well-arranged in the painting. His brush and
ink skillfully operated seem to have the power of whirling sand. Moun-
tains, trees,enpty valleys become indistinct; People and yaks who strug-
gle for existence merge into nature. It is obvious that all of this is accom-
plished with enthusiasm at one go. “Fields of Highland Barley ”succeeds
in handling wilderness of the Plateau in moving state. “Ploughing”con-
centrates on the commparision between the lines of figures and the com-
position of background. In “The Morning in Autumn”,the frost in the
morning and the changes of ink are shown by adapting moving state in
the painting, so ‘as to complete some particular language symbols and
strengthen contents of spirit and consciousness. It also conveys to its ap-
preciators a free state of mind and pleasure in aesthetic creation. The sig-
nificance of moving state in Li’s ink and wash is the element to reinforce
modern sense of ink and wash,and to endow the old oriental national art
with some international character.

Li Jinyuan, a native of Chengdu, Sichuan Province, was born in
1945. By teaching himself drawing in his spare time,he has suceeded in
becoming an artist and walked to the art platform of a university from a
quiet and secluded path. He has fully tasted the bitterness and hardship in

seeking art. In his inscription on the painting “Fields of Highland

Barley”, he says” The conditions that can reach the acme of perfection ~

are essentials of art”. Being a hardworking practiser, he thinks tirelessly

and seeks meanings hidden at the bottom of his heart from sense of sight
while he draws from nature. In this way he has cellected countless pat-
terns of paintings. From the simple things such as stains on the wall,bro-
ken stones on the ground,shadows in the darkness,and marks on tree
trunks ,he can bring out implied meanings of art and gain a good deal of
enlightenment of language symbols. The reflection of setting sun on lotus
pond and barren paths in wilderness overgrown with grass seem like a
ghost murmuring to him. The art that is full of spirit and beauty exists
everywhere. So the ever-changing mind will be explored as well. Ac-
cording to the ancients art has three kinds of conditions fixed , unmixed
and sublime. Li Jinyuan’s ideal condition that has reached the acme of
perfection will help him think and understand nature with his strong

character and quick mind,thus making him to reach his final goal :nature

and life be totally merged.
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On Art

By Li Jinyuan

rt is the manifestation of man’s vitality , which is natural and
A vigourous,like the lava coming from volcanic oeruption.

The typical flowing and changing in chinese ink and wash painting
conveys changes and distillation of artists” s vitality. From the first
stroke to the last point,the whole course is full of vigour that is made up
of the artists’ souls mingled with Nature. '

Imaginery creative power doesn’t only lie in turning all the illuso-
ry conceptions into real art creation,but also can deepen,refine and con-
geal those meaningful,very exciting and individual conception.

The sensitive ability and imagination is the rich resources for cre-
ation. It glitters whenever the artist’ s sensation meets it. This is called
the inspiration of creation. You should firmly grasp this flash of sensa-
tion,explore it,deepen it,refine it and finally change it into a genuine

work of art.

In the incomplete whole there are complete parts;

In the complete whole there are incomplete parts.

As far as I’ m conserned, the complete parts of others are just the
incomplete parts of my own; inversely, the incomplete parts of myself

are just the complete parts of myself.

The state of nature,soul and creation could be turned into a plea-
sure for painting. Emotion and the sense of pen, paper, ink could be
turned into the feelings of the heart. Dark and light,dry and wet,strong
and graceful, false and true are able to express emotion and state of
minds. Therefore, to do this, you have to learn and response to it
through practice.

When state of mind and emotion is changed into works of art,art is
not art any longer,but is the manifestation of life—force.

Rodin said ,genuine art is not art.

The division of traditional Chinese painting should not be so strict



that it could be formed according to the individual feelings, emotion,
free imagination and free creation. Mountains and rivers may be changed
into figures;figures into mountains and rivers ;flowers and birds into fig-
ures------ The perfect harmony in paintings comes from the soul. Once
you find yourself in the circumstances, you have all you want at your
fingertips and are able to draw with facility ,and it is high time that you

brought all things onto a painting and drew at will.

Natural and harmonious.

It is naturalo that can be genuine; it is harmonouso that can
bring you to a peaceful environment, which will lead you in perfcet har-
mony with nature and paintings

The vigour of nature,state of mind and paintings need peace and
can never be made messy. In mess it comes loose, while in peace it be-
come concentrated. When it is concentrated ,the penbrush become force-
ful and vivid touch is sure to be created.

The tremendous momentum of painitings comes from a peaceful

state of mind. Serenity gives enough vigour to handle the ink well, to

make you have a mighty power of wielding your pen— brush,bold and
unrestrained. Vigour makes you magnanimous, trasforming all things on
earth into delicate works of art.

Landscape, floating clouds, rivers, and stars will help you acquire
sensitive and noble vigour, which, again, can be strengthened by the
words of many scholars of ancient and modern,Chinese and foreign.

The vigour may be formed ,stored and changed. When it is changed
into pen and ink,it’1l be magnamimous;when it is changed into paint-

ings ,it’1l be all the more vivid.

Harmonious nature bestow harmony upon our souls,and harmo-
nious soul bestows harmony upon art. The harmony of soul is what we

need , for it brings us new life.

Self —cultivating their minds, the artists have very lofty and abun-

dant ideals. In peace you have no distracting thoughts with your soul

loafing about in the world of art,taking in as much as you can. Inaction




implies stopping at nothing. The ideas may be fully developed un-

fathomable ,profound and abundant.

Art can never be affectedly unconventional ,otherwise it’1l be pale
and weak. The real art has a strong shocking force and is the effect of

two hearts coming into collision with each other.

Demand perfection and it is not perfect; but in some moods, it is
perfect. Demand the narrow without seeking the extensive ;for being ex-
tensive.it is no longer profound. The extensive and profound exists in
the narrow.

Take one point and develop it,and the extensive and profound is
naturally achieved.

Simplify it by weeding out superfluities.

Work hard at the very simple thing and you’ll find difficulty,

depth and spirit. As soon as you grasp the idea.you acquire the power.

Lao—tse said ,a method may be a good one but it can’t be a good
one forever;and it is the same with the fame.

Life lies in constant change and creation ;so does art. No change no
creation.and there is no vitality for ink and wash. Thanks to the flow-
ing.change and creation of artists’ vitality,the ink and wash has the a
powerful life —force. The conbination of points,strokes,and lumps,end-
less interest of painting and significant forms.all this composes a melody
of the flowing,change and creation of artists’ vitality.

Creation needs individual .specific feeling.discovery and style.

As for the research of traditional and modern art, we should lay
stress on finding out the great masters’ true motives and feelings,so as
to touch off our brandnew sensation and rediscover ourselves. Yet this is
an arduous task.

Some people carry forward the traditions.but more people follow

the traces of their masters without knowing their inner ideas;or maybe
they ’ ve sensed the inner state of their masters’ minds but can’t bring
forth new ideas in the arts— —no creation.

It is not essential to affirm or negate traditions,but it is essential to
create everlasting new things. Creation, which differentiates you from

others, can leave the traces of your mind in the cultural history of

mankind.

Explore your mind,develop your mind ,let your mind search for
fresh feelings. discover yourself and create the ink and wash of your
own.

The specific style of an artist is gradually formed in the course of
his observing and understanding the world. Once he has a correct under-
standing of himself and has diéplayed it perfectly, the style of his own

has been evolved.

You should seek and create yourself ;then you’ll get constant re-
generation.
Who is able to help you to create yourself? The virtuous men of the

past? God? No. It is only you that can create yourself.

God has died and you have come into being.
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