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Xixi National Wetland Park is a unique and special wetland located in the suburbs of
Hangzhou city, less than five kilometers from West Lake. It occupies more than ten square
kilometers with Phase One of its restoration, currently open to the public, occupying around a
third of this area.

Water is the heart and soul of the Xixi Wetland comprising around 70% of the total area.



A poet from the Song Dynasty was moved to write “A Torrential Stream, a Plume of Smoke™

about the Xixi Wetland.

A rich logical envi with an of water and riverbank vegetation, the
Xixi Wetland offers a large variety of species including reeds, water chestnut, duckweed and
lotus surrounded by beautiful persimmon trees, camphor trees and willows. Wetland birds such
as herons, kingfishers, mallards and silver chickens live as they have for years — in perfect
harmony in this spectacular wetland landscape.

The Xixi Wetland has been the centre of cultivation for centuries from late in the Han

Dynasty, with further development during the Tang and Song Dynasties until its high point in

the Ming and Qing Dynast Long the home of poets and artists, the area of Xixi Wetland
has been prized for its serene. peaceful space — a place suitable for ancient Chinese literary ’
men and for those looking for solitary contemplation. Everywhere you look in the Xixi
Wetland a unique and interesting vista awaits. Traditional Chinese reed cottages, stone bridges,
abbeys and stairs combine with the unique landscape and watercourses to provide a feast for
the senses. The sights, sounds and smells of Xixi are something hard to forget.

The people of Xixi possess an artful grace and practice folk-customs from long ago. The
famous Dragon Boat Festival at Shentankou and the Festival of Lanterns go back too far to
remember. Other traditional customs have been preserved for visitors to experience.

The restoration of the Xixi National Wetland Park has been directed by six guiding

principles —

Restore and develop the area’s Ecology:

5

Minimal interference with natural eco-systems;
Restore the Park to its original condition;

Honour and respect local cultures;

Boae

To make visitor friendly and put people first;

. Sustainable future development.
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Xixi, one of nature’s finest composers. has produced an unrivalled and unique wetland scene, weaving a symphony in five
movements — Wildness, Freshness, Loneliness, Silence and Relaxation.

Wildness — The beauty of Xixi, shunning all cosmetic enhancement, an entire entity of God’s creation, the fascination of the
wild. 5

Freshness — Xixi, the hazy mist over meandering streams, reeds like a sea of autumn snow. the sweet fragrance of plum in a cool
breeze, all combining to leave you feeling a fresh elegance.

Loncliness — Boating under Xixi’s moon, alone on the waters, an inspiration to poets and painters escaping the world. Share in
their experience and enjoy with them putting pen to paper or brush to canvas.

Silence — Xixi, the streams trickle through the woods and trees. deeply and noiselessly. a deafening silence.

Relaxation — Fishing, farming, reading, singing while boating, becoming one with Xixi’s silent water and mountains, enjoying

the freedom to relax— no temptation and no desire.
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The Wildness of Xixi
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The Freshness of Xixi
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