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Professor Qu Wei was born in 1953. He was educated urban
youth working in the countryside and mountain areas, and self-
taught. He has been the office dean of Heilongjiang Provincial
Finance Bureau from 1987, vice dean of general office of the
Heilongjiang Provincial Party Committee, and dean of policy
research room of Heilongjiang Provincial Party Committee.
Now, He is appointed the president of Heilongjiang Provincial
Academy of Social Sciences from 1999, and is chosen as special
financial allowance specialist of State Council of the People’s
Republic of China and Heilongjiang Provincial People’s Gov-
ernment, and honorary Doctor of Russian science Academy.
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Professor Li Shuxiao was born in 1944. He was graduated from
Jilin University, Russian language major. He has studied annals
of Harbin history for long years. He was appointed the vice
director of Harbin Institute of Social Sciences, vice president of
Harbin Administrative Academy, vice chairman of the Northeast
Chinese economic history society, and vice chairman of Hei-
longjiang Provincial local history society. Now he is the profes-
sor of Harbin Jewish Research Center.
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Chen Haosu

Chairman of the Chinese People's

Association for Friendship with
Foreign Countries
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Charlene Barshefsky

Former U.S. Trade Representative
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Itzhak Shareff

Former Ambassador of Israel to China
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Israel Epstein (Passed away 2005)
Served as member of the Standing
Committee of the C.P.P.C.C and

editor-in-chief Emeritus of China Today
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Henry A. Kissinger

Former U.S. Secretary of State
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Dr. Yehoyada Haim
Ambassador of Israel to China
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Teddy Kaufman

President, Israel-China Friendship Association
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Efi Stenzler

Mayor of Giv'atayim City in Israel
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Hayim Tadmor (Passed away 2005)
Former Vice President, Israel Academy
of Sciences and Humanities
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Congratulations by Mr. Ehud Olmert, Prime Minister of Israel




CONGRATULATIONS

The city of Harbin is an integral and central part of the historical experience of the Jewish
presence in modern China.

My parents, Bella and Mordechai Olmert spent their formative years in the city of Harbin.
There they joined the ranks of Betar, where they found the spring of Zionist inspiration, which
brought them to this land.

In the city of Harbin a dream was born, a Zionist dream of making Eretz Israel a National
Home for the Jewish people. Circumstances allowed the Jews of Harbin to develop Zionist
activity and inspired my parents and their friends to come to this land and to continue here the
realization of the old Zionist-Jewish dream.

The Jewish community of Harbin was lively and sparkling, reaching its peak of activity
between the two World Wars and then thinning out to nonexistence. The Harbin Jewish
cemetery, where my ancestors are buried, stands intact until this very day.

With the publication of the album Jews of Harbin 1 would like to send my blessings to
the Jewish Research Center at the Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, for
studying and conserving the culture of this Jewish community.

Ehud Olmert
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STATE OF ISRAEL

Ut by Old Jerusalem, 1" May, 2006
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 3o lyar, 5766 mIvvEn NY'wy navod

Mr. Qu Wei

Heilongjiang Academy of Social Sciences, PRC
501 Youyi Road

Daoli District, Harbin,

Heilongjiang Province

People’s Republic of China

Dear Mr. Wei,

On behalf of President of Israel, Mr. Moshe Katsav, it is my distinct pleasure to send
greetings to the opening of the International Forum on Harbin Jewish History and
Culture.

In the early decades of the Twentieth century, Harbin was an oasis of Jewish life
and cultural creativity in Hebrew, Yiddish and Russian and was home to the many
trends in Jewish thought. The city was filled with Jewish theater, newspapers, youth
groups, Torah study and other expressions of vibrant Jewish life. All these beckon
further research and documentation and will certainly provide much material for
future conferences as well as the present.

I wish the conference participants much fruitful discussion.

Best wishes,

/
M I
Akiva Tor
Adviser on World Jewish Affairs
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VICE PRIME MINISTER
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, TRADE AND LABOR

April 5, 2006

Dear Mr. Qu,
I was touched by your letter of congratulation and support.

I feel privileged to have been chosen to lead this nation during one of the most
critical periods in the history of the State of Israel, and I will do everything in my
power to guarantee a better and more secure future for the people of Israel in this
region.

My visit to Harbin two years ago was a moving and memorable experience, and

today, at the time of your traditional festival, you are in my thoughts. Being thousands
of miles away, it is truly heartwarming to know that my beloved grandfather’s grave is
in such good and dedicated hands. I eagerly anticipate another opportunity to visit the
city of Harbin, which holds such special significance for me and my family, and to see
you again.

In friendship,

Sincerely,

Ehud Olmert

Mr. Qu Wei, President

Heilongjiang Academy of Social Sciences, PRC
c/o Embassy of Israel

Beijing
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| Jewish people will make progress.
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Many historians claim that Confucianism 1s not a religion
but social order and that China had never established re/igion.
Prol‘)al)ly this is a major reason wlzy in China there was no
persecution based on re/igion, and aluring its long lzistory,
tolerance was a basic princip/e in China.

Jews lived in China peacefu”y ][or hundreds 0][ years in cities
like Kaifeng. Moreover, China Z?eing among the few
countries. on earth where there was no Jewis
persecution mamfestecl its ihbmaiism Ly opening
its gates wherever perSecutec[ Jews looked for refuge.
Thousands of Jews who ran ][rom persecution in
Tsarist Russia and Hast Europe found home in
Harbin' Harbin showed' the world how peop/e
should bohave toward other human Leings.

Dr. Yeltoyada Haim
Ambassador 0][ Israel to Clzmq
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I would like to oﬁ[er my congratulations to the editorial team
of the Harbin Center for Jewish Studies on the publication of
"The Jews in Harbin".

The Center's activities, and the pub/ication of this book
provic[es us with a Jeep understanding of the lzistory 0][ the
Jewish peop/e, and 0][ the contribution c)][]éwisll industrialists,

entrepreneurs and artists to Harbin's economic and cultural

c[eve/opment.

We are gratcfu/ to the peap/e ofl[arln'n who continue to hold
000[ memories of the Jews who lived in this wondarful city.

‘ This book will cerl‘ainlJ promote the further
cleve/opment off; 1enclslup between the pcop/e of

Hei]ongjiang, the Jewish Autonomous Region, and the
Chinese and Jewish people.

V. S. Gurevich
Vice-Chairman oftlu Jewish

Autonomous qumn, Russia
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A” the plzotograplls in this book are price/ess evidence 0][
Jewish peop/e's /i][e in China. At that time the Jewish peop/e
worked togetller with the local Chinese peop/e to build Harbin.
leey made 'a huge'contribution ‘to 'its economic, social and
cultural c[eve/opment. Because of historical events, the ]ewislz

community in Harbin ceased to exist. Thanks to the

continuing eﬁ[orts 0][ the Hei/ongjiang Acaolemy of
Social Sciences, the rich and co/mfu/ lifesty/e of the

]ewislt peop/e in Harbin could be preservea[ as a /egacy
][or ][uture generations.

I express my sincere thanks to the editorial team.

Lev Toitman
C]zairman, ]ewislz Re/igious Association, Biroln'jan JRussia
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