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What is the American Dream?
How can one attain success? What is important for success in life?

What do you know about Colin Powell?

Colin Powell: Straight to the Top
Rose Blue and Corinne J. Naden

Colin Powell ' was born into a poor black immigrant family. How did he rise
to become the country’s top military man? There was no magic shortcut. Powell
once said, “People keep asking the secret of my success. There isn’t any secret. I
work hard and spend long hours. It’s as simple as that.” He advised young people,
“There is no substitute for hard work and study. Nothing comes easy.”

Things were not easy for young Colin Powell. He was born in Harlem in New
York City? on April 5, 1937. Many blacks and other minorities live in Harlem. It
is part of the borough of Manhattan. New York City, the nation’s largest city, has
four other boroughs—Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, and the Bronx. When Colin
was still a young child, his family moved to the South Bronx. He grew up in a
four-bedroom apartment on Kelly Street.

The South Bronx was, and still is, a poor neighborhood. Colin’s mother and
father came to America in the 1920s from the island of Jamaica* in the Caribbean * .
Both parents worked in the garment district of New York City. Maud, Colins moth-
er, was a seamstress. Luther, his father, was a shipping clerk.

Colin Powell grew up to be a serious, strong military leader. But tears can
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still cloud his eyes when he speaks of his mother and father. They both died in the
1980s. “As I grow older,” he has said, “I have greater and greater affection for my
parents.”

Maud and Luther Powell were serious people with a dream. They wanted a
better life for Colin and his sister, Marilyn, who is five and a half years older than
Colin. For the Powells, education was the key to a better life. Colin’s mother
graduated from high school; his father did not. If Maud Powell got annoyed at her
husband, she would remind him just who had the high school diploma.

The Powells taught their children that success comes with hard work. “You
must set a goal and do your job well,” they said.

A reporter once suggested that Colin Powell got to the top because his parents
taught him values. The general had this reply: “Kids don't pick up training because
parents sit around and talk to them about values. Children watch their parents live
values. Youngsters don’t care what you say, but they watch what you do.”

The future general grew up in a warm, loving, hardworking family. His sister,
Marilyn, remembers that when the family first moved to the South Bronx, there
were few children his age in the neighborhood. So Colin went everywhere with
her. “He was a tagalong brother,” she says. She recalls that he was “really a pretty
average boy,” but he always “had a sense of direction.” She was not surprised by
his later success, only by the “greatness of it.” Today Marilyn Powell Berns is mar-
ried and is a teacher in Santa Aria (Santa Ana), California.

The neighborhood around Kelly Street included people of many kinds. There
were blacks and Puerto Ricans®, and there was a large Jewish population. As Colin
grew older, he played stickball on the streets with friends. He served as an altar boy
at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church. And, of course, he went to school—first to the
neighborhood elementary school, and then to Morris High School nearby. After
school, he worked at a furniture store in his neighborhood. He learned a little of the
Yiddish language from the store’s Jewish owners. “I had a great childhood,” he lat-
er recalled.

Colin was not an honor student. He admits that at school he sometimes “horsed
around.” His sister laughingly says that he was a “late bloomer.” A late bloomer is
someone who succeeds in school or at a career at an older age than most other peo-
ple do. Colin Powell gives hope to all late bloomers who are C students. That was
his grade average during high school and college.
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Powell went to City College of New York (CCNY)® in 1954. The school is
now part of City University of New York (CUNY). He had no career in mind, but
City College was free to New York students. He worked part-time after classes.

In his second semester of college, Powell joined the Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps (ROTC)™. This program trains college students to become officers in the
army. Powell’s group was known as the Pershing Rifles. He later said that he
joined because he liked the uniform. Actually, the military had always impressed
him. He was a young boy during World War II and a teenager during the Korean
War.

According to an old saying, some people “find a home in the army.” In other
words, sometimes a person is just right for military life. Colin Powell and the army
seemed just right together. This C student got straight A’s in his ROTC classes in all
four years of college. When his group took summer training at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, he was named “outstanding cadet.”

Powell earned a degree in geology (the study of the history of the earth, espe-
cially through rocks) from CCNY in 1958. He graduated at the top of his ROTC
group. He was a Pershing Rifles company commander, a cadet colonel (ROTC’s
highest rank), and a “distinguished military graduate.” The late bloomer was bloom-
ing.

One of Powell’s ROTC classmates at CCNY was Mitchell Strear, who later
became a school principal in New York City. Strear recalls: “Even back then Colin
drew attention when he entered a room. At the age of eighteen, his bearing, man-
ner, and presence were special. You just knew he would become a leader. The in-
fantry has a motto: ‘Follow me.’ Colin’s manner of acceptance of responsibility
and leadership all said ‘Follow me.’”

Powell decided to follow the army. On June 9, 1958, he became a second lieu-
tenant. He earned sixty dollars a week. His parents encouraged him. They felt that,
like most young men at the time, he would have been drafted into the military any-
way. The Powells thought that their son would serve a tour of duty, then come
home and get a “real job.” Instead, he went into the army to stay. He had “found a
home.” To him, a career in the military was “an honorable profession and a contri-
bution to society.”

But success in the military was not certain for Powell. In his profession, the
most successful people have usually come from “the Point” —the U.S. Military




78

Ve

Academy at West Point®, New York. Many famous American generals were West
Pointers. They include President Dwight D. Eisenhower” and General Douglas
MacArthur”, who fought in World War II, and Robert E. Lee” and Ulysses S. Grant"™,
both generals in the Civil War.

General Colin Powell did not go to West Point. Yet he did make it to the top
in the army. He once said: “Although I had to compete in my military schooling
with West Pointers ... my CCNY foundation was so solid, I never regretted going
anywhere but to City.”

It also helped, he added, that he “came along at a time of change, a time of

” &«

growth in civil rights.” “In the army,” he said, “I never felt I was looked down on
by my white colleagues. I’ ve been given the opportunity to compete fair and square
with them.”

After he became the army’s top man, Powell has advised young black Ameri-
cans: “Don’t let your blackness, your minority status, be a problem to you. Let it
be a problem to somebody else.... Beat them at it. Prove they’re wrong,. If you work
hard, do the best you can, take advantage of every opportunity that’s put in front of

you, success will come your way.”

Colin Powell (1937- ) born in Harlem (New York City), the son of Jamaican
immigrants. Colin Powell first achieved national and international prominence in
1990 and 1991 when he, as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was one of
the key leaders of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. In January of 2001,
Powell became the first African-American Secretary of State in United States his-
tory. He resigned on January 26, 2005. # 4K - 8150 /R 8 5 2 “ vb 8 X8 " i 6 4
AT MEREXEEMRAESH,

New York City New York is made up of five separate counties which are called
boroughs. The Bronx is the only borough on the mainland of the United States. Man-
hattan and Staten Islands are surrounded by water while Queens and Brooklyn are
part of Long Island. 4l #/ AAMTEX 4 AR .

Jamaica island country, third largest island of the Greater Antilles of the West In-
dies, situated south of Cuba. 3L hI (FE/M&E LA T HE RS EH)

the Caribbean Caribbean Sea, arm of the Atlantic Ocean, partially enclosed on
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the north and east by the islands of the West Indies, and bounded on the south by
South America and Panama and on the west by Central America. hi#) Lt i

Puerto Ricans people of Puerto Rico, a freely associated commonwealth of the
United States, composed of one large densely populated island and several small
islands in the West Indies. £ & A

CCNY City College of New York, public coeducational institution in New York
City and now part of the City University of New York. The school was founded in
1847. The college confers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in a variety
of fields. ALY 2B , WA AL T L KERFE A .

The Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) a branch of the United States mil-
itary which provides training on college campuses. Students in ROTC programs study
military and naval subjects in addition to their regular courses and eventually be-
come officers in the navy, army, air force, or marines. The ROTC is the largest
single source of officers for the armed forces of the United States. (£ H )5 &%
CRLEIN

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point an institution of higher education at
West Point, New York, for the practical and theoretical training of cadets for life-
time service as officers in the U.S. Army. It provides a four-year college course and
confers the Bachelor of Science degree. At entrance, a candidate takes the oath of
allegiance to the United States and agrees to pursue the course of instruction to
graduation, unless discharged by competent authority. Graduates receive commis-
sions as second lieutenants. P4 /X ZE 4%

Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) the thirty-fourth president of the United
States (1953-1961). He brought to the presidency his prestige as commanding gen-
eral of the victorious forces in Europe during World War II. —. /i £ 4& £ EW E ¥
#RFEBUR

Douglas MacArthur ~ (1880-1964) American general who commanded Allied
troops in the Pacific during World War II, supervised the postwar occupation of
Japan, and led United Nations forces during the Korean War. — {8 & & £ E W% &
% v b

Robert E. Lee  (1807-1870) brilliant Confederate general whose military genius
was probably the greatest single factor in keeping the Confederacy alive through
the four years of the American Civil War. 3 B 4 5% 3 18] 55 7 BE E 45 b

Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885) Union commander who climbed to the highest

%, 5 ®



rank in the United States Army and directed the strategy that successfully conclud-
ed the Civil War in 1865. 3% & Py i 3§ 18] 3t 77 Bk K5 431

Vocabulary

10.
11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

. immigrant [ ' imigront] n. someone who enters another country to live there

permanently R

. military ['militori] adj. of, relating to, or characteristic of soldiers or armed

forces ZEBNK, EAM , EFH

shortcut ['Joitkat] n. a quicker, more direct way than the usual way i %,
7

substitute ['sabstitjuit] n. a person or thing acting or used in place of another
R&EE REY

minority [mai'noriti, mi-] n. a small part of a population which is different
from the rest in race, ethnicity, or religion /b % B #%

borough ['bara] n. a town, or a division of a large town, with some powers of
local government FH R & QIR (X)

garment ['gaimant] n. an article of clothing (formal or technical) (— 4 )& iR
seamstress ['semstris] n. a woman whose job is sewing and making clothes
TR

cloud [klaud] vt. to produce an angry, sad, or worried facial expression (&
BRI R, MMEXR, LRk

affection [o'fek[on] n. gentle lasting love, fondness ¥ %  J&{#

annoy [9'ndi] v. to make (someone) a little angry or impatient f# (¥ A ) %R
%

diploma [di'plouma] n. a document showing that a student has successfully com-
pleted his or her high school or university education My U4E | 27 iF
live [liv] v. to practice, represent, or exhibit in one’s life: to live one’s phi-
losophy 8%, Bk 5117

neighborhood ['neibohud] 7. a group of people and their homes forming a small
area within a larger place such as a town DU4R, %8 , X

tagalong ['teegalop] n. someone who follows along, usually in an annoying and
persistent way (JLIEARZ WA K ) BB H

stickball [stikbo:l] n. a form of baseball played with a rubber ball and a stick,

~



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

such as a broom handle, for a bat FB¥K

altar boy a boy who helps a Catholic priest during a church service (% 47y
R BOALAR # A BB ) & B F

elementary school also grade school, grammar school a school at which elemen-
tary subjects are taught for the first six to eight years of a child’s education AmE
(BB )/hE

Yiddish ['jidif] n. a language based on German used by older Jewish people,
especially those who are from Eastern Europe MK #1i&E (¥ K A £ F & E br
i#)

recall [ri'ka:l] v. to bring back to mind, remember [E#f , E1Z&

career [ko'rio] n. a job or profession for which one is trained and which one
intends to follow for part or the whole of one’s life (7 4% F Il 4k B9 I &
ASKHAF ) BOL; — A8 #=

semester [si'mesto] n. either of the two periods into which a school year,
especially in the United States, is divided (JL3EEE KZEH)—23M ;K ¥4F
uniform ['juiniform] n. a distinctive style of clothing which is worn by all the
members of a group or organization, e.g., in the army, a school, or the police
i AR, ZE AR

impress [im'pres] v. to influence deeply, especially with a feeling of admiration
(LRI TE S X E]

cadet [ko'det] n. someone who is training to be an officer in the army, navy,
air force, or police (FEHPREM)ER , EEBRIE, EEEHE

geology [d3i'olad3i] n. the study of the materials, e.g., rocks or soil, which
make up the Earth and of their changes during the Earth’s history b it 2=
commander [ko'mainda] n. the officer of any rank who is in charge of a
group of soldiers I5#EE

colonel ['koinl] n. an officer whose rank in the United States Army, Marine
Corps, or Air Force is between a brigadier general and a lieutenant colonel [
EER AK

distinguished [dis'tipgwift] adj. showing excellence and high achievement,
worthy of renown and respect A, A HY

bloom [bluim] v. to produce flowers, come into flower, or be in flower FF

T, (1) &IT

principal ['prinsap(39)l, -sip-] n. the head of a school below university level



32.

33.

34.

35!

36.

873

38.

(LR FB AP /N ERH )RR s Bk

bearing ['bearin] n. manner of moving or standing % 1 , XU#F

motto ['motou] n. a short sentence or phrase giving a rule on how to behave
which expresses the aims or beliefs of a person, school, or institution J& 45
RS RS

lieutenant [lef'tenant] n. the rank below captain in the Unites States Army,
Marine Corps, and Air Force [ % &, ¥ % L R, 8 BUE 5

encourage [in'karid3] v. to make (someone) brave enough or confident enough
to do something, especially by giving active approval &% fill , ¥ i

draft [dra:ft] ve. (usually passive) to order someone to join the military, espe-
cially during a war {iF 3% | fE 8 A{H

foundation [faun'deifon] n. the fact or principle on which something is based
He it

colleague ['kalizg] n. someone who works in the same office or organization
as oneself, professional peer [F] | [7] %

39. status ['steitos] n. one’s legal position; one’s ranking relative to others (A
W) B RE

40. beat [birt] v. to defeat; to do better than T M , ik i | A8 B

Useful Expressions

L.

2:

3.

4.

grow up: (of a person) to develop from childhood to adulthood; (of people of any
age) to develop beyond childish thoughts and ways

(1) Mary is growing up so fast, I think she’s going to be a tall woman.
(2) Stop acting like a child with your bad temper! Do grow up.

speak of: to mention, talk about; to suggest the idea of

(1) She spoke of the government’s plans for the unemployed.

(2) Everything at the party spoke of careful planning.

the key to: something that affords a means of access

(1) The weather holds the key to our success or failure.

(2) The discovery of the murder weapon provided the key to the mystery.
pick up: to learn, often informally or by chance

(1) He has picked up some knowledge of physics.

(2) Idon’t know where my children have picked up those rude words.



3. sit around/about: to sit doing nothing, especially while waiting or while others are
active
(1) Some lucky people can sit around with nothing to do, while I do all the work.

(2) I got tired of sitting about waiting, so I went home.

6. horse around: informal to play roughly and rather carelessly so that someone could
be hurt or something damaged
(1) You boys have been horsing around again, getting yourselves dirty.

(2) He was horsing around in the kitchen and broke my favorite bowl.

7. according to: as stated or shown by; in a way that agrees with
(1) According to David, she is really a good teacher.

(2) We will be paid according to the amount of work we do.

8. make it: to be successful at something, for example, in a job; to succeed in getting
somewhere on time when getting there is difficult; to successfully deal with a diffi-
cult experience
(1) So far, relatively few women have made it to the top in the business world.

(2) She couldn’t have made it through those times without the support of her family.

9. compete with/against/for: to try to win something in competition with someone
else
(1) Women can compete with men on an intellectual plane.

(2) We try to make the trains run on time, but we can’t compete against the weather.
(3) The two girls competed with each other for the highest mark.

10. come along: to appear or arrive
(1) Iwaited a long time until a script came along that I thought was genuinely funny.
(2) Trouble comes along when you least expect it.

11. look down on: to have or show a low opinion of, especially of someone one con-
siders socially inferior or unimportant; to despise
(1) She wouldn’t let her daughter marry a boy from a poor family, as she looked

down on him and thought he was not worthy of her daughter.

(2) Women have gotten tired of being looked down on by employers.

12. fair and square: winning a competition honestly and without cheating; conducting
oneself with integrity
(1) There are no excuses. We were beaten fair and square.
(2) He was admired for being fair and square in all his dealings.



13. take advantage of: to make use of, profit from; to make unfair use of, to exploit
(1) You’ll want to take full advantage of this opportunity.
(2) She took advantage of his good nature.
(3) Many small investors are taking advantage of these attractive share offers to
make a quick profit.

Topies for Discussion

1. What specific qualities made Colin Powell successful?

2. What were the barriers on his way to success?

3. From his advice to young black Americans and his description of the secret
of his success, what can we learn about Colin Powell?

4. In what way does Colin Powell embody the American Dream?

A. Understanding the text.

1. What is Colin Powell’s secret of success? What can we learn from his advice to young
people? Do you agree with him on the ethic of hard work and study?

2. Why was the army important to Colin Powell, according to the authors?

3. What leadership qualities did Mitchell Strear see in Colin Powell?

4. Colin Powell never felt that he was looked down upon by his white colleagues and
that he had been given the opportunity to compete fair and square with them. Was
he speaking the truth for America in general—or was he just giving his perception
of his own situation?

5. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the

text.

(1) Colin Powell used a shortcut to rise straight to the top.

(2) _ Powell kept the secret of his success to himself,

(3) ___ Powell thought that he got to the top because his parents raught him
good values.

(4) _ The Powells believed that education was the way to success.

(5) __ Colin Powell has always exhibited excellence in every field.

(6) The military life was just right for Powell.

10



