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PREFACE

TOURISM ENGLISH (Advanced) is intended for junior and senior college students
majoring in tourism management. Since most colleges require that tourism management students
obtain CET Band 6 certificate upon graduation, students will have passed CET Band 4, or even
Band 6 by the time they start the third year of their college study. These junior and senior college
students are supposed to have a good command of the basic English knowledge and skills
(including listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translating and interpreting). This textbook is
designed to further increase the students’ overall competence in English as it is used in the travel
and tourism industry, including their ability and proficiency as required of the professionals in
tourism to read and comprehend tourism literature, to engage in fluent and understandable oral
English communication, to compose practical writing assignments, and to do written translation and
oral interpretation between English and Chinese. This textbook can also be of great help to those
self-taught and tourism professionals to further increase their English competence.

For the English majors, listening and speaking, reading, writing, translation, and interpretation
are separate courses, but for tourism management majors it is impossible for the school to open so
many English courses, especially during the last two years of their college life. The present
textbook is designed to cover all these important skills of English study in a holistic way in each
lesson focused on an important theme in tourism, while striving for the authenticity of the materials,
and the practicality of the exercises. In following and studying the lessons of this textbook, the
students can hopefully achieve overall English competence in English listening, speaking, reading,
writing, translating and interpreting.

The textbook consists of 25 lessons with each lesson divided into 4 parts: tourism literature
and reading comprehension, spoken English in tourism, translation and interpretation, and writing.
It can be used in the tourism English course for junior or senior college tourism management
majors in a span of two semesters. '

Tourism literature and reading comprehension

1. Text of about 2 000 words adapted from authentic tourism literature or college tourism
textbooks used in American or British universities. It is not intended as a model essay for students
to imitate, rather as an example of the literature one usually finds in the travel industry. Through
reading the text, students can not only notice the linguistic features of the tourism literature, but also
have an idea of the tourism development outside of China. And the text therefore provides materials
for later discussion and serves as background information for spoken English, translation and
writing.
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2. Notes, which explain the special technical terms in the text, and may be encyclopedic as
well as tourism-oriented. o

3. Vocabulary, which lists the key language points of the text, briefly defining the meaning of
the words as used in the text, rather than offering an exhaustive definition.

4. Comprehension Questions, which are designed to check student’s comprehension of the
text.

5. Discussion Questions, which are intended to stimulate students’ interest in the subject and to

further explore the subject.

Spoken English in Tourism ‘

1. Oral English Skills: This section briefly explains the functional skills as commonly used in
the travel industry, such as greetings, request, invitation, etc.

2. Dialogues: It offers two or three dialogues as models for students to practice the functional
skill explained previously.

3. Cultural Notes: It is intended to help students to be aware of and understand the social and
cultural differences between West and China and how to deal with them in the cross-cultural
communication. '

Translation and Interpretation

1. Translation Skills: It is a brief introduction of contrastive study of English and Chinese in
terms of society, culture and language, and various techniques used in E-C and C-E translations.

2. Translation Exercises: It includes two passages of E-C and C-E translation exercises
respectively, which are related to the subject matter of the text.

3. Interpretation Skills: It offers a brief account of the types, and techniques of interpretation
between English and Chinese, and various requirements for the interpreters.

4. Interpretation Exercises: It includes two passages of E-C and C-E interpretation respectively,
focused on the various subjects in the travel and tourism industry.

Writing

1. Writing Genre and Method: This section briefly introduces various kinds of writing
techniques and the commonly used types of practical writing in the travel and tourism industry.

2. Sample Writing: The sample is offered here to help students better understand the writing
genre and technique introduced in the previous section, and set an example for students to follow in
doing their writing assignments.

3. Writing Exercises: It gives students specific writing assignments with clear directions.
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