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Profile

He Dagqi, whose ancestor was from Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, was born in
Beijing in 1940. A graduate from the Chinese Department of Capital Teachers’
University, he is currently council member of the Beijing Fine Arts Education
Institute, and member of the Beijing Calligraphers’ Association and the China
Calligraphy and Painting Institute. He has also affiliated himself with the Oriental
Calligraphy and Painting Society and the Qingyun Painting and Calligraphy Society.

He stresses the training in basic painting skills. His sketches, with simple and
direct lines, are precise in both appearance and expression. During the 1987-1990
period, more than 200 screen sketches of his were published on Beijing Broadcasting
and TV News. Besides sketch, he is also good at traditional Chinese figure painting
and calligraphy. His works in this regard won awards at national painting and
calligraphy exhibitions and were selected for the 25th international calligraphic
technique exhibition held in Japan in 1991.

He has also conducted theoretical research in fine art education, drawing on his
own experience in learning and practicing painting and calligraphy. His research
achievements and the teaching materials edited by him have played an important part
in training art talents.
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My Sketches from TV Screen

Television has become a major component in the lives of Chinese citizens in
recent years.

The small screen opens before us a boundless world, introducing us to major
political figures, outstanding athletes, beautiful scenery from around the world and
opportunities to share the joys and sorrows of various characters on dramas, plays
and operas.

I was fond of painting when I was a student. I wanted to paint stage characters,
but I had neither enough money nor time to attend the performances.This childhood
experience had remained a pitiful memory until 10 years ago when I began to paint
images from my television screen.

For a decade, I have made thousands of sketches, and my painting technique
gradually improved.

Because of transient tableaus, it is quite difficult to sketch personages from the
screen. In order to solve the problem, I tried my best to give full rein to my memory
and imagination in order to capture the fast changing tableaus. Chinese painting.

Thanks to persistent practice, my sketching technique evolved from rigorous
realistic painting to freehand brushwork. Whenever I sketch out a screen figure, I feel
that I have gradually been escalated from the reproduction of a natural shape to
drawing from memory the image of my mind. I enjoy the pleasure of my pen working
with my mind.

(A small part of the works included in this collection are nature sketches I made
at various locations in China, which I also want to share with art lovers.)

He Dagi
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