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Brief Introduction of the Artist
Ding Jianhong

Styled himself Da Xun, altemative name Chu Qiao, was bom
in Xiangtan, Hunan Province in 1938. He finished his courses
of study in the Department of Traditional Chinese Painting of
Guangzhou Fine Arts Academy. He Is a vice researcher and good
at traditional Chinese landscape painting.

His works have been selected fo be exhibited at the national
exhibitions many times and his personal art exhibition was once
held in Xiangtan in 1987 and In Taibel in 2000. He was invited to
paint the great landscape painting of Mountains and Objects
Glowing in the Morning Suniight for Fenghuang National Airport
in Sanya of Hainan Province. Chinese Artists Association has
published the collection of The Preferences of Ding Jianhong's
Works, which was taken into the Sefected Storage of the Cross-
Century Chinese Artists’ Achievernents. His resume has been
embodied in the Dictionary of Chinese Famous Modern
Artists, Chinese Contemporary Artists’ Collection, Hunan Social
Science Yearbook, Hunan Anniversary Collection, and Xiangtan
Yearbook. Now he is a specially invited painter in Qi Baishi’'s

Memorial Hall.
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Lingering along Mengdong River

Living in Cloudy Mountain Area

Sound from Sky Flying info the Deep Valley
Overlapping Green Xiang Mountains

Looking at Dawel Mountain in the Distance
Rhyme of the Spring

Melodious Sound of Shepherd's Bamboo Flute
Bright Moon over the River In Spring

Boating on Wuyang River

Climbing up Tianzi Mountain

Yaozi Vilage In Fruitful Autumn

Wandering along Jinbian Creek

Enfering into Tianmen Mountain

A Curved Path Leading to the Mountain

Quiet Miao Village

Dawei Mountain in Autumn

Affection for the Green Mountain and Water of Hometown
Taking Clouds as Friends in Mountains

Not Knowing Where it is In Deep Mountfains
Working Under Heavy Fog and Dense Forest
The Village along the River in Autumn

Walking in Mountains

The Sound of Cicadas in a Thousand Trees
Harvest Time

Secluded House

Miao Vilage Colored by Countless Green Mountain Ridges
Flowing Clouds — My friends

Green Mountain in Fading Fog

Lost in the Foggy and Boundless Mountains
Unlimited Auturnn Color

Green Shadow of the Creek Appearing in the Melting Mountains
Drizzle Like Smoke for the Mico-inhabited Area
Fantastic Views of Wu Ling

The Only Beauty in the South China

Traveling in Spring Mountain

Suoxi Valley in White

Hoisting the Sails

Clean Water Coming from Spotiess Source:
On the Way to Huangshi Village
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Good Autumn Time in Different Color

Clouds Covering the House in Deep Mountain
Crowing of a Cock in Deep Clouds

Traveling to Mountain in Autumn

Going out of fhe Mountain Area, Meeting the Wide World,
Climbing together in the Best Days of Auturmn
A Cockle Floating Thousands of Miles

Dusk in Fog

Baofeng Lake — Rippling Waves

Daybreak Of Spring In Dong Village |

Walking For The Quietness

Secluded Surroundings With Forest And Springs
Sound of Shao

Mountain Spring Moisfening Silently

Autumn Rhyme

The Moon in Mountain Refuming with Man
Wild Clouds like Animals

Floating Boat Traveling Thousands of Miles
Melodious Sound Echoing in Gully

Misty Rain Coming down - Water Flowing info Pond
Clear Sound of Mountain Water

An Old Hut Situated dlong Green Peak
Impression of West Hunan (One)

Impression of West Hunan (Two)

Impression of West Hunan (Three)

Impression of West Hunan (Four)

Impression of West Hunan (Five)

Impression of West Hunan (Six)

Impression of West Hunan (Seven)

Impression of West Hunan (Eight)

Impression of West Hunian (Nine)

Asking the Way to a Child Under a Pine Tree
Mountain Family

Shepherds’ Retuming

Dreaming under the Spring

Traveling to Mountain in Hunan

Greenness Producing Silence in the Daytime
Secluded Valiey

Nolsy Trees in Thousands of Gullies

Charming Spirit of China
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Painting Expressing Scenery, Scenery Attracting People
Appreciating Mr. Ding Jianhong's Landscape Painfings
Chen Weiming

Chinese have a special deep feeling to traditional Chinese painting: landscape painting, “Some love mountains,”  “Other love waters.”  Landscape painting

has been the way {0 express people” s feelings since ancient times and i is the symbol of “motherland” . Appreciating landscape does ot only show peaple” s love

1o nature, but also place their noble love to the motherland. To paint a picture that can attract people to go, wateh, travel and live, that is the highest realm of landscape
painting, which is the ideal for Chinese to unite the sky and human as one, forget the material and oneself and harmonize human and nature. When appreciating Ding

s works, all these acsthetic standards can be sensed.

The first time | saw his landscape paintings was at the end of 19807 s. At that time, there were a lot of gifted young and middle-aged painters in Liuyang

painting and calligraphy world. such as Hu Yizhong. Li Yahui, Tang Yuanzhi, Zhou Shishan, Wang Shaoha, Chen Guansheng, Xu Wei and Li Wenfeng, et., wha were

once Mr. Ding Jianhong” s students when he {aught in Xiangtan Branch University of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Correspondence and Xiangtan Educational

College. Ding Jianhong” s paintings were collected at their Home and when appreciating those works, one can not only realize the traditional skills, humanistic feeling,

living surroundings, and personal charm, but also be moved by his skillful use of brush and ink, brush srokes and adding details as a special artistic language to create

quietness, cleganee, brightness, greatmess. Not log ago, still in this mysterious and legendary landscape ity Livyan, I saw Mr. Ding Jianhong at Li Yahui* s home. He

wave me the impression of simplicity and tastefulness in clothes, quickness and straightiiess, kindness and quictness, implicitness and refinedness. not being keen on

publicity, and elegancy in manncr. From his appearance, [ can see he is a serious, carnest and implicit artist secking perfection. See himself, and see his paintings. His
paintings are like himself.

The reason why traditional Chinese painting can catch people’ s cyesight and soul relies on the integrated use of brush and ik 10 create arfistic images. Buyan
disgram  “Questions and Answer in Learning Painting”  in Qing Dynasty says, “The highest realm of landscape is brush, ink, feeling and scenery.” The ancient
said, “Scenery can attract people” and also * Brush can express scenery.” The highest realm is the integrated use of brush and scenery. Brush can create colorful,
vivid world with finc ink painting. But scenery has no feeling. Then how can it express human feeling? How can mediocre brush and ink blend feeling into scenery for
elegant appreciation? So brush, ink and scenery are equally imporiant, How to distinguish which is the first? Mr. Ding Jianhong s works didn’ 1 get rid of the style

of Southern Painting School in the late 80° s of last century. But today, his latest works have been regarded with special esteem. That' s because he has begun 1o take

his own shape in his landscape paintings by blending his skills and scenery into feclings.

and wate

In recent 20 years, he has traveled all over the country, but he has tuken the mountains s in Hunan as his target and has integrated his love to his native

land into the real scenery. A lot of his recent works have described Wu Lin Yuan, Zhang Jia Jie, Tian Zhi Mountain, Tao Hua Yuan in the west part of Hunan, Hen
Mountain in the south of Hunan, Da Wei Mountain in the cast of Hunan. From the chinging mountains, splashing waterfalls, rushing wells, fantastic caves, twinkling
shadows, luxuriant and foggy mountains, Mr. Ding Jianhong has mingled the nature of landscape with the lowing life by after-structured traditional language to create

living artistic images

He sincerely believes in the strength of drawing from nature, from reality and tradition. He thinks only by taking outdoor painting as a source, can real and

attractive artistic scenery be created. The authentic scenery s the treasure house and inexhaustible. The expression of seencry is always decided by falseness and truth.
Just like Da Chongguan in Qing Dynasty said in his “Hua Quan® , “Empiiness is hard to get. When authentic scencry is clear, emptiness appears. Spirit can’ t be

He also said, “ The blank place will be wonderful scenery if both falseness and truth

painted, but spiritual scencry will appear if real scenery is painted true to |
exist” Ding Jinnhong pays great attention to the arrangement of his works. As he skillfully deals with falseness and truth, action and quietness, lighteness and shade,

according 1o his authentic feelings and desire, his works demonstrate the distinguishing features of the era naturally.

Ding Jianhong pays great attention 1o the use of lines in the artistic technique of expression. In traditional Chinese painting, lines have the function to describe

and shape obj fecling and meaning, His lines serve for scencry, authentic surroundings, and spiritual nature. So, he has formed his

. but also is o media (0 expre:

own style by inteurating the power and grandeur shown by fineness and strength of the Northern Painting School with the tender affection shown by gentleness and
freshness of the Southern Painting School.

Ding Jianhong is almost at the age of seventy. He was nurtured at very young age by artistic culture both at home and in school. He loved painting when he was
young. Later, he was taught by the famous teachers in the south China, such as Li Xiongehai, Chen Jinzhang, Yang Zhiguang, Zeng Xiaoxu and Lin Fengshu and got
salid artistic foundation. From his alternative name Chu Qiao, I think he has made up his mind to choose the hard life, live in the mountain area in Hunan, travel by

himself. and paint lonely in the hut. If he can insist his broad mind, free and indulgent life, his artistic road will have a bright future.

ciation: Director of

Note: Chen Weiming: Member of Chinese Artists’  Association; Consultant of the Assaciation of Hunan Artistic Theory Committee; Vice-president of Hunan Collection

the Association of Hunan Painting and Calligraphy Collection Committee: Professor in Artistic College of Hunan Teachers University



BRI SR
FE AL E SR
X/EARE ER

T O, POy, S 19384E8FI/E, WIRGHIBIA, fEEARZE OB TR Bk,

TR EIEN . A MANEERER I, 195945 I AR AR SR S0Y, o e B SOI R EE 1A 1334,
R SR I B AT AR 00 B R5 AC. A S ALK BRI 2 WA A R AR KR A0 55 T 197845 LA
DLECHY . SCHE, BUESVRIE. 15, Wi B, K FES . AMIASATERR MR HAE, 198G TRITAREEEA
P, R, AT T RSR A KM S PEUIZ SO0 T, REIORIAERR AT AE e, Al B A
AP, AR T R AR RIS (O AR U G R XS A T Z AR L
TR T iR e

T SIMLAE RO A EA AL P FIRE S A AT o 19864 f]y [F]13 1 65 B2 A S48 1 A ATL(T IR S A B4, 1992
B T AR R R, O TR SR o (L9BTIEASIP A N, 2000454 75 k70
S PR IEAREK WA M SE R €1 QL IR A SR JFION CEEIEA « PR SEARR SR AR RE W)
flbif) 4 5= BB G LA E R FA L KT o G R FAL Y GRS BRI
TR A 17 A 8 1 SRR L L7 A i L Lot A S Y I T g A R T 4 00 L
A AL AR R o LA A i 2 RN 4 1T 3¢ 00 VA0 AR S R AT s ) AR AU A e
L by 1 s 3 SR RN

TSR “Ulfgs” R “OREAE" AT BRI . I “IfRZE™ R, Aot Q5. W)
ARES, WPIARNE, SMO. Fivh ATERRIUACIOME R AR, BEA . SGIHE. ACEG B AR, b SRR
RN 7 LI B A L RIS R IR T RILI T A, RS A (1 GRSl R
[t S Nl [ Al PO CE 0 o 1 VST EO. 4 LG S X 24 ER LI B /4 i 18 51 07 N o ) B
W\%‘mmﬁ-W&&Nm%mmmﬁ.mﬁgﬁﬁ%.wTM&WKmMW%,ﬁ”mﬂﬁﬁW®;

SO, RO, AR, AR ARTT  DRBG FEAE “ph” o JuBak. B CAe”
BRI A RS “AMET B CRHER . NN TR A R R, K, B
LRI, A EE AT SRR, TR S PR . TRINLIE e N, SR RS T
T, 2B AR T O R, DA L TP 1 Sh S AT BLH A £ 1 T 1 AR IR TR, T MR 22 miil
Fhole, SONPRRE, ROHEPEE, TR, CARAIET WAL, WEE LKA TR Z ) T
[UMEEASNIE S Lo (P b e o e LA PN Rl M i NS

MU T HDL A A BRR AR SR INIFE AT M A L. T ORI T, I I, JEal s R A
AT R A A A0 o R, A L, S AR, A BRI LR AR, S
W, BEERARE, B OECEBOBBIS AR ATIE, R FARMT AR 2 b TOIE, RIS,
MR R %, HEIh, AR e,

L6 T RIHLI O 2 A b BRI T AR R, SEE Gy« QORI o G
BT, R, BB BAARPIG, Mgt BEi, BES®, AMIAULIHHEIERGE, BBk
Zeo BIRLAANRIFRLAEZNTT Al QLB TE LD o BRI ASAE , ST SR B s
b, SEATAUNE S LR Z AL, R, RTINS A R R 1T
LIMLYE P i P, A L L R L e RETAL S A A I NI, XA AR
B MRS AS AL AR e

TG ol 280645 T A . 220 SEIRANA I, 250 TR AR A b . 28 B BT 12 L
WA, G BT AR PR SO R R G LRz A

i ERE: APELANERARR EE: £ (FELRERI) A TRE



Many a Hermit in Hunan, Jianhong in Xiangtan
The Famous Traditional Chinese Painter Ding Jianhong
Wang Chengyou, Tang Yu

Ding Jianhong, styled himself Da Xun, alternative name Chu Qino, was born in Xiangtan, Hunan Province in 1938, He has gone across more than half a century on aristic road.

Ding Jianhong was lucky. Loving painting in his voung age, he began 10 teach when he got his first job in 1959, and from then on, he has worked in the cultural field for 33 years.
nd friends, As onee being a student of Ouyang Cheng, he became one of the second gencration disciples of Master Pan Tianshou. In

On his way to art, he has met a lot of good teach

1978, he became a student of the versatile professor Zeng Xiaoxu, who has a national reputation not only for his painting with awthentic feeling, and painting outdoors, but for his poems,

i, Chen Jinzhang, Lin Fengshu as his teachers. All these experiences have given

calligraphy, signet, landscupe painings, fower and birds paintings. Then in 1984, he took Mr. Li Xiongehai

. Being a teacher himself and together with the youth to cherish the bright future with enthusiasm, it was possible for him to combine

him the chance 1o take the advantages of all the teacher
his strict academic style with the overflowing yauth flavor. Al these have left a strong impression in his artistic style.

sor by Xiangtan Branch

Ding Jianhong has got his recognition both in educational and artistic fields. As his artistic education was appreciated. he was invited o teach as a profs

in 1986 and as an artistic professor by Xiangtan Educational College in 1992,

University of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Correspondence Uni

From his personal exhibition in 1986 and in 2000 in Taiwan to the publication (published by Chinese Artists”  Association) of “The Preferences of Ding Jianhong s Works”

rom his name being embodied in the *Dictionary of Chinese Famous Madern

Achievemenst

. which was taken into the  “Selected Storage of the Cross-Century Chinese Artist

Science Yearbook™ , from his being invited to paint the great landseape painting

Artists™ . “Chinese Contemporary Artists”  Collection” . 10 his name being embodied in - “Hunan So

of “Mountains and Objects Glowing in the Morning Sunlight” for Fenghuang National Airport in Sanya of Hainan Province, to painting the “Raining Lake” for the sister cities

between Xiangtan and Yangeng of Japan, and from his works having been sclected many times to the provincial and national exhibitions for his artistic achievements, his artistic style and

achievements have been recognized in the field of traditional Chinese painting.

Ding Jianhong hus paid great attention to “leaning from ancestors” and learning from nature™ . As far as “learning from ancestors” s concerned, he prefers Wang Meng

in Yuan Dynasty, Shen Zhou in Ming Dynasty, Gong Xian. Hong Ren, Shi Tao, Shi Xi in Qin Dynasty. and modern painters as Pan Tigoshou, Li Xiongchai, Zeng Xiaoxu and Lin
Fengshu. He likes the power and grandeur shown by fineness and strength of the Northern School and the tender affection shown by gentleness and freshness of the Southern School
and tries to combine them skillfully in his works. As to “learning from nature” . he has walked all over the country to draw from nature, sense the nature, experience life and express
his feeling by painting. He has a special love knot to the borders of Xiang. Gui and Qian, where minorities live. He has been there for more than ten times and has got new experience
each time he went there.

“Skills moulded by teaches nce leamnt by heart.”  Sketeh is a skill that belongs o “external work. Heart that is in harmony with nature belongs to “internal work.”

If one can change skills and rules into “internal work” , and paint with heart, change soul inspiration into “external work” and paint without superabundant omament, that is to

ss. Many modern painters have reached a rather high level in skill. but what they lack

combine external and intemal work into a unity, it is the beginning of his own style and great su
is the harmony of soul and nature. Ding Jianhong is hardworking. His solid foundation of painting comes form his hanesty, and his vividness and harmony of painting come from his
soul inspiration. He expressed his soul naturally by integrating the internal and external work. So his works manifest simplicity, authentic feeling and luxury. It is difficult to travel to all
those fantastic mountains, but it is precious to comprehend cach mountain and each river. Comprehending the nature from heart, changing the real nature into images and painting the

:al nature is the authentic art.

image as

Xiangtan is a miraculous place that hias given birth (o the great persons as Mao Zhedong, the artistic master Qi Baishi. Ding Jianhong was born here and brought up here. His
soul and skin have been dip-dyed by something that aliens can’ 1 sense. He often went with his students to Shaoshan and Liuyany with sincere soul 1o recall, to revere, to climb the
Shao Mountain, to wander along the shinning Liuyang River and (o pass in and out of the green Dawei Mountain. Ding Jianhong said, *1 like those places, They give me inspiration,
strength and enjoyment of beauty.”

Among most of Ding Jianhong” s works, the ones which can best represent his style and skill should be “Sound of Shao” , “Shepherds Returming (o Dawei Mountain® . “Sound

It is painted complicatedly but with order, heavily but without dimness. Points and lines are combined with massiveness and tiers, which symbolize the

of S| well organi.
style in Yuan Dynasty. Though there aren’ t bright clouds, the picture becomes vivid and moving because of several creeks. From the painting “Shepherds Returning to Dawci
Mountain” , it gives the feeling of fullness but without crowdness. Ravines and prosperous trees on the high mountain can be seen in the distance, but at close range, there are quiet

hills. stone bridges and rivers in the valley, and returning carefree shepherds show the peace and comfort, which bring people to the ancient times. Ding Jianhong™ s style of complexity,

show peace, harmony, maturity and practicality, preciseness, and ideal in life. It is especially commendable in the materialistic and impulsive

massiveniess, quietness and brightne:
painting world of today.
Ding Jianhong” s works have been spread to Japan, U.S., South Korea and South-East Asia. They are welcome at home and abroad. I wish he can maintain his great achicvements

in the new century and create ather best works that can show not only his own style but also the traditional style.

tor of Sub-edition of Chinese Commission for Inspecting Dis

Note: Wang Chengyou: Research of Chinese Artistic Research Institute Tang Yu:
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Lingering along Mengdong River

Ink and wash colours,on rice paper
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Living in Cloudy Mountain Area

Ink and wash colours,on rice paper
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