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To children who like stories
of the strange and mysterious: May you find
wonder in the world.







Although much has been explored and
studied, there is still a lot to discover. Scientists
have not yet studied every kind of animal and
plant that lives on Earth, Believe it or not,
scientists are discovering new kinds of plants
and animals all the time.

There are mary animals that scientists have
heard about but haven't been able to find in
order to study them. These are the hidden
animals. If you are thinking that a hidden animal
sounds like an animal that is playing hide and
seek, you are almost right. When scientists talk
about hidden animals, they are talking about
animals that are unknown or hidden from
science. These animals exist even if no one has
actually seen them or proven their existence.

The scientists that look for and discover new
animals are called cryptozoologists. This word
combines three Greek words. They are kryptos
(hidden), zoo (animal), and logos (discussion). So
cryptozoology is the scientific discussion or
study of hidden animals. This makes
cryptozoologists scientists who study hidden
animals.

The animals that cryptozoologists search for
are called cryptids. A cryptozoologist’s job is to
gather evidence on cryptids and study it. After
scientists gather evidence and identify a
mysterious animal, it is not a cryptid anymore.
Only hidden, mysterious, and unknown animals
are cryptids.
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Scientists classify, or organize, animals into
groups, such as mammals and reptiles. Among
the different classifications are smaller
subgroups. These may be meat eaters and plant
eaters, or creatures that crawl and creatures that
fly. For example, a wolf is a mammal. It is also a
meat eater.

Cryptozoologists have many ways to search
for a hidden animal. Sometimes they follow
stories. They listen to people describe an animal
they claim to have seen. The animal may not
match the descriptions of any known animal. If
many people say they have seen the animal,
scientists may decide to investigate. They will
look for the animal themselves to see if it really
exists.

If scientists are very lucky, they may have
more than just eyewitness reports to go on.
There may be physical evidence, too. Examples
of physical evidence might be footprints, hair,
skin, feathers, bones, or body parts of an animal
that has died. It's easier for scientists to figure
out the truth if they have more evidence to
study.

In some cases, cryptozoologists have proved
that an animal still exists that was long believed
to be extinct, or gone from the earth. When

this happens, the discovery is called a living fossil.
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The captain of the Alecton reported what
had happened as soon as his ship reached land.
The captain’s official report was later presented
at a meeting of the French Academy of
Sciences. The Academy made fun of the story.
They said the creature could not possibly exist.
No one believed that the sailors on board the
Alecton were telling the truth.

A Danish zoologist named Johan Steenstrup
had no better luck. He researched the same
creature and published a description of it in
1857. He even collected pieces from fishermen
who had captured the creatures. Even with the
evidence, no one believed his stories of a giant
squid.

Finally, in the 1870s, a number of creatures
that matched the description of the kraken
washed up on shores in Canada. Now there
were actual remains of a whole creature to
study. A group of scientists went to Canada to
investigate.

In 1873 a fisherman and his son found a
giant squid near Newfoundland. They chopped
off a piece of one tentacle, which measured 25
feet. They said they had left 10 feet of the
tentacle on the creature. They brought the
piece of tentacle back on their boat and showed
it to an investigator. He claimed the whole
animal must have been about 60 feet long and
5 to 10 feet wide.
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