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Biographical notes of the painter

Yang Yuqi, styled Shi €r, was bornin o scholarly family, Taizhou, Jiangsu Province of
China, in 1946. Guided by well-known painter, Mr. Tan Yong, professor of Nanjing Teachers’
University, he has specialized in painting flowers and birds by means of freehand bushwork.
Besides, he has mastered the quintessence of Xu Beihong, celebrated master of paining.
He has developed his own style of painting, and has been keeping on pursuing the art
in the field. His works are excellent, many were shown in Hongkong, Shenzhen, Lanzhou,
Guilin, Zhaoqing, Yangzhou and so on, and won many prizes. Some were introduced to
over twenty countries, such as USA, France, Japan, Singapore, Canada, etc. In 1986, he
held his own works exhibitions in Taizhou and Nanjing respectively. Now and then we can
read, watch or hear his works showings and the introduction and the appreciations of him
in newspapers, on TV, and from radios.

The paintings named "'Timely snow visits old pine'’, "'Spirit of lotus’’, *'Singing bird in
aged vine'', "'Spring rain in the South Jiangsu'', "Autumn wind blows'' and ''Chinese
herbaceous peony in worry” are among his representative works. He is also good at
penmanship,and his calligraphies got"The prize of fine works"in a nation-wide competition
presided over and evaluated by Mr. Liu Haisu and Mr. Lin Sanzhi, famous painters and
calligraphers. The book "'Design of Fine Arts’ by him won''The prize of National Popular Science
Works"'. His biography and some of his paintings are compiled in "Biographies of Contem
porary Chinese Traditional Painters in China"'.
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Preface

"The artistic supernatural exaggeration comes from the careful thinking, and the artistic
conception is shown in every bit of the painting."" €veryone who has watched Mr. Yang Yuqi's
paintings would have the impression.

The traditional Chinese painting is particular about the artistic conception, with which it makes
readers think and gives them aesthetic feelings.The artistic conception is an artistic effect produced
from the perfect combination of the painter's own emotions and natural setting instead of the
objective description. In other words, it is a so-called fusion of feelings with the natural setting.
Here none of the two is ordinary, instead, they are the supernatural exaggeration and image created
by the painter.

Wang Shizhen of the Ming Dynasty wrote in his book On Art (Yi Yuan Zhi Yan),"'In the traditional
Chinese paintings, a figure is painted according to its shape, but the subjective sentiments are
imaged in, and vice versa in mountains-and-water paintings. From that, all the natural setting may be
coloured a person's feelings, imagination and spiritual susutenance. Only by ingeniously combining the
subjective sentiments with the shape, can a beautiful image be created. It is suitable for figure,
mountains- and-water, and flower-and-bird paintings as well.

There are various opinions on painting flowers and birds. Some think the painting only expresses
minor scene. But flowers and birds are only the medium used by a painter in expressing his own
thinking and feelings. The important factor should be according to the painter’'s ideological
accomplishments ."'When the leaves of lotuses just rise above water, a dragonfly has already been
on the top,"” which was written by Yang Wanli. Here the minor scene was described.Letus read
Du Fu'slines, "'In the willows two orioles are singing, in the sky egrets team are flying."" Who would
say that there is not the broad mind of the poet?

In Selection on Paintings in Xuan He Years (Xuan He Hua Pu, Song Dynasty), it said, "'Liu yi
(the means of the expression and the forms in Chinese classical poems) are shown by way of
describing birds, beasts, weeds, flowers and trees throughout a year, including growing, wither-
ing. utterance and silence. Similar to poem-making. the secret of painting is largely that o
artist places subjective sentiments in them.”And it affirmed," flower-and-bird paintings drawn
this way can surpass the nature itself. endow the readers with supernatural feelings which
resemble what they feel while standing in the high looking down."

Such are the feelings of a person who has just watched Mr. Yang Yuqi's paintings.

| knew nothingabout Mr.Yang before but that he is from Taizhou, Jiangsu Province.He has had
a rough life and has been engaging in painting. His works are very charming and full of meaning.
All his mountains-and-water paintings, which are unascertainably elastic and misty, and his flower-
and-bird paintings, which are supernatural, show distinctively the painter’s pursue in the art, put
his -spirits and feelings in them, and give full scope to readers’ comprehension and associa-
tion imagination. His works have the simple paintings, in which o person’s feeling can be
expressed, ond the complex and grand scale ones, which can arouse the readers’ high aspirat-
ion and ideal. And his works show the painter’s skillful artistry and higher accomplishments. Mr. Yang
pays a special attention to the effect of light and colour, which shows the singularity. He is adept
in grasping the instantaneous changes of the nature, and makes the common theme radiate with
brilliant lustre, and leads his readers to the realm in the poem: Pattering spring rain in South Jiangsu,
curling morning  fog over silent ponds, vast moonlight covering reed marshes, and brilliant sunlight in
golden autumn.

In the chatting with Mr. yang, | was told that he was still making the exploration in the field
and would go on. From the Selection we can easily see that. | congratuate him on his success.

Cai Ruohong
Beijing, Sept. 1988
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Spirit of lotus
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Chinese herbaceous peony in worry



