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A poem on Lily Magnolia

(by Zhao Haoru, Professor of Chinese

literature, Yunnan University)

Brief poem in praise of Magnolia
Lily Magnolia in full bloom in late winter

The admirable trees bearing hundreds of purple flowers,
Like red candles burning fairly bright.

With a background of crimson rails,

Make it oven tlendersd a sight.
Just aboul to sing of its praise.

I find mysell (oo slow., already too lale.

Why should | give it up in a spirit low?

Let me try toodepit the beauty of the plateau.
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A poem in admiration of the oriental cherry

The well cultivated varieties in the west of Yunnan,

Superior to the various species in Japan.

Acting as host o greel visitors 1o ght'vy Expo

The coloriul sea of flowers in Yunnan grow

1
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A pocoy o Yunnan Cherry

(b Ge Ninglongs, Deputy Secretary -general ol Y unnan

hssociation of Couplet Wrilers)
Calligraphy ihv LI Quojic. Chairman of Yunnoan

vesociation of Calligraphers)
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PREFACE

In modern social life, flowers and plants have become an important distinctive mark
of social progress and economic development. Various flowers are often used as
decorations in some political, economic and social activities. Cultural contacts call for
different kinds of flowers such as cut flowers, potted flowers and flower terraces. Flowers
and plants are an indispensable part in building up material civilization and spiritual
civilization in modern society. As such, flowers have become commercial products.

The biodiversity and endemicity of rich species of ornamental flowers hold a place of
prominent mark in the "Plant Kingdom" of Yunnan. Such exceptional circumstances are
closely related to the various and complex geographic environment, varied climate and
especial, floristic components in Yunnan province. The diversified and rich flower
resources in Yunnan are valuable treasures bestowed upon us by nature, which have great
potentialities of exploitage and utilization. With the rapid economic development, the
flower culture in Yunnan will become an important trade as a result of its rich resources of
flowers and natural environment.

According to his many years’ observation and rich accumulation of materials, the
author of this book, Mr. Shi Zongming, has selected 20 kinds of famous and typical
flowers in Yunnan, chosen 200 pieces of new elegant photos and fine paints, and compiled
them in this book, which will give pleasure to all. Based on the cultural background, apart
from the vivid description of the morphological characteristics and their biological habits
in an esthetical tone, the author also briefly introduces their distribution, habitat, resources
status and cultivation technique. This book is so unique in its writing style that not only
can a layman learn a great deal from the whole story, but an expert will be interested in
reading it. A love and yearning for the beautiful mountains and waters of Yunnan
permeates this book. When you read it, you will feel relaxed as if you were taking a
leisurely stroll in a garden.

The national flowers of different countries in the world, the municipal flowers in
China and state flowers of fifty states in the USA are listed in the appendix, the data of
which were edited from various sources. The lists in this book may provide readers with a
great deal of information and knowledge, help forward the cultural exchanges among
different nations and regions.

Popular science readings form an important link or a bridge between scientists and the
public. The scientists’ responsibility is to turn their research findings into productive force
as soon as possible. Publishing good popular science books is the best way to spread



scientific knowledge. It is expected that this book, containing much interesting scientific
knowledge and many elegant pictures, will serve as a good example.

On the occasion of the inaugural ceremony of the 99° Kunming International
Horticultural Exposition the Yunnan Science and Technology Press offered an opportunity
to bring out this book with 20 kinds of ornamental flowers and various pictures selected in
it. I am sure it is just like a sumptuous feast given to our horticulturists and amateurs. It is
believed that after looking through this book, our colleagues and visitors both home and
abroad will become immensely interested in the "Plant Kingdom" of Yunnan province.

Here I suggest that gardening can be improved and the exchanges in floriculture will
be prompted in Yunnan province. My suggestion also goes to managers and policy-makers
of the government. [ hope that they will carry out strong and effective measures to protect
the plant resources adequately, especially the rich resources of flowers. And I also hope
that the construction of botanical gardens with a unique style in Yunnan province will be
pushed into a new stage in the near future. With much delight I wrote this preface for the
book and introduce it to our readers. I believe that the reading public will derive immense
enjoyment from this interesting written work.

Wu Zhengyi (C. Y. Wu)

December 1998

(Translated by Liu Aizhong, Revised by Yu Xiangsheng)

THE EDITOR'S NOTE:  Prof. Wu Zhengyi (C. Y. Wu), Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), Director
Emeritus of the Kunming Institute of Botany. Bom in 1916: graduated from the Department of Biology, Qinghua
(Tsinghua) University, in 1937. Took and taking teaching and research work successively in Southwest Associated
University (Kunming), Qinghua University (Beijing) ., CAS's Institute of Botany {Beijing), and CAS's Kunming Institute
of Botany (Kunming). Held the posts of deputy director of CAS's Institute of Botany, director of CAS's Kunming
Institute of Botany, president of the Kunming Branch of CAS, chairman of Yunnan Provincial Association of Scientists
and Technicians, etc. Now, he is vice-chairman emeritus of the Botanical Society of China, editor-in-chief of Filora
Republicae Popuiaris, co-editor of Flora of China (English edition), lifelong foreign member of the Botanical Society of
America (BSA) and honorary member of Royal Phytogeographical Society of Sweden. Prof. Wu is a Chinese famous
botanist with international fame, and an authoritative scholar on the study of Chinese flora. He has been engaged in
botanical research for more than 60 years. He is specially expert in the study of phytotaxonomy, medicinal plants and
phytogeography. More than 120 papers and more than 10 monographs by Prof. Wu have been published home and abroad.
His papers and monographs have provided theoretical basis for the conservation, development and utilization of plant
resources in Yunnan and even in China, and have created important and valuable effect.
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Scent of spring filling the air (Camellia reticulata) (by Xiao Rong)
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The author and his adviser for this book having their photo taken in
front of the International Exhibition Hall of the "99 Expao, Kunming

Sauntering along the road and cojoving the sea

af fresh flowers in the World Horti-Expo Garden




