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soleum of the Northern Song Ming Emperor, Renzong
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North to the Stone Memorial Arch is the Dagongmen. As the main gate of the burial area. it has three
openings. Everyone who entered the imperial cemetery had to observe strict ritual rules: the central opening

was exclusively used by the deceased emperor. and living imperial family members and ministers had to use

the castern and western openings when they came to offer sacrifice.
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Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi
Huang
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Changling of Emperor Gaozu of
Han
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Maoling of Emperor Wudi of
Han
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Yuanling of Emperor Guangwudi
of Han
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Qianling of Emperor Gaozong
of Tang
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Imperial Mausoleums of the
Northern Song Dynasty and
Western Xia
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Mausoleum of Genghis Khan
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Mausoleum of Ming Emperors
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Mausoleum of Qing Emperors




Foreword

In ancient times, it was believed that although dead
physically, a person’s soul remained, still having
human’s needs and paying close attention to the living.
And what’s more, a soul was supposed to be able to be-
stow happiness or bring disaster upon his descendants.
Therefore, the people buried their dead relatives except
for old memory’s sake they wished the dead would lead
a good life in the nether world and bring good fortunes
to the living people, and the concept “treating the dead
as the living” came into being, which directed the people
to try their best to attend upon their ancestors. Tomb,
a venue for praying blessings initially, gradually devel-
oped into a way of maintaining social moral principles,
and had played an important role in Chinese long
history. Especially in those days that the ruling class
claimed that the emperor was son of Heaven and em-
powered by his father to rule the Mortal World, impe-
rial mausoleums, being of the highest rank, are a com-
prehensive reflection of the contemporary political
systems, customs and rites in the courts, architectures
and art. In other words, an imperial mausoleum was
the epoch’s epitome.

Almost all emperors in Chinese history paid much
attention to the construction and burial rites of their
mausoleums. The richer the country was, the more luxu-
riant an imperial mausoleum was built. From the

By the reign of Emperor Qin Shi Huang, the social eco-
nomic system had been greatly changed. Centralized re-
gime and feudal hierarchical system enable emperors’
mausoleums to take on an infinite variety of form. To
show his superlative authority, Emperor Qin Shi Huang
built himself a large and imposing mausoleum, struc-
tures in which explained fully the concept “treating the
dead as the living”. Furthermore, the Confucian theory
of ethics provided basis for burial rites and architectural
rules, an elaborate funeral became every emperor’s
pursuit. During the Qin and Han — Mausoleum of Em-
peror Qin Shi Huang being an outstanding example —
the imperial mausoleums featured luxurious tomb cham-
ber and high burial mounds resembling an inverted
funnel. Some years later when the Han fell to the Wei
and Jin, the social situation had remained tense and
turbulent, so the luxury funeral lost its economic foun-
dation and had to be replaced by the simple funeral.

The stable society and economical growth of the Tang
Dynasty laid material foundation for the advance of
burial system. The period became a climax of construc-
tion of imperial mausoleum in Chinese architectural
history. Tang emperors’ mausoleums were always built
against a mountain, looked imposing and magnificent.
To met the needs of paying homage at ancestors’
mausoleums, halls were added in the cemetery to hold

middle period of Warring States Period, monarchs’
mausoleums rose higher and higher, and had been built
larger and larger, resembling hills or even mountains.
So they were called ling, which means mountain in
Chinese. Before the Western Zhou Dynasty, monarchs’
mausoleums contained wooden coffins but without
burial mounds. The real imperial mausoleum system
was created in Qin and Han dynasties, along with the
establishment of feudal autocracy, and had been turned
into a measure of demonstrating imperial dignity and
maintaining supreme power by rulers gradually.

worshipping ceremonies, known as Shanggong (upper
palace); and Xzagong (lower palace) was built outside
the cemetery, served as a temporary place for emperor
to rest and abstain before he conducting ceremonies.
Many satellite tombs were also built for accompanying
the emperor. Royal family members including princes,
princesses and imperial concubines, as well as prime
ministers, meritorious statesmen, generals the famous
and the not so famous were all entombed there.
Additionally, stone figures, stone animals and high tow-
ers were arranged in front of the burial mound to play
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Shendao (Sacred Way) of Qing
Emperor Shunzhi's Xiaoling

2 HEIWmERE The battle
formation of terra-cotta warriors
and horses




up the imposing royal manner. Zhaoling of Emperor
Taizong, Li Shimin, is a prominent representative
among the imperial tombs built during the period. Af-
ter the Rebellion of An and Shi, the Tang Empire fell
into degeneration, which resulted in a great confusion
and disorganization. North China was controlled by the
Later Liang, Later Tang, Later Han, Later Jin and Later
Zhou successively, and South China was occupied by
such regimes as Front Shu, Wu, Wuyue, Chu, Southern
Han, Jingnan, Later Shu, Southern Tang and Northern
Han. The period was collectively known as the Five Dy-
nasties and Ten Kingdoms in history. Turbulent situa-
tion and frequent wars damaged the economic devel-
opment and accumulation. Facing the crisis, the rulers
chose to reduce the scale of their mausoleums.

The Northern Song re-united China and the imperial
authority was again centralized. To ensure long-term
social stability and sustained economic prosperity, rul-
ers of Northern Song adopt a defensive policy: paying
much attention to culture but less to military force. The
policy created the material condition of resuming the

traditional burial system, however, inevitably weakened
country’s military forces, which resulted in frequent cri-
sis in the border area. The Northern Song was defeated
in a series of battles by the Liao, Western Xia and Jin,
and rulers of Song were thrown into passivity, which
certainly influenced economic development. Therefore,
although the mausoleums of Northern Song emperors
were built by modeling after the imperial tombs of Han
and showcased their own unique features, yet, were
much smaller than Han tombs. The dynasty was fol-
lowed by the Southern Song, founded by imperial clan
of Northern Song who fled the North China to the South.
With incompetent emperors and corrupt court, the dy-
nasty was doomed to failure. So the imperial tombs of
these emperors were far smaller in scale than their
ancestors’. During the Yuan Dynasty followed, Mongo-
lian rulers were buried secretly after their deaths with-
out burial mounds or buildings, according to their no-
madic traditions and customs. So there are almost no
traces of Yuan tombs.

After a 400-year-nearly period of low tide, the con-
struction of imperial mausoleum reached its climax in
Ming and Qing dynasties. Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder
of Ming, made great reforms to the burial system and
buildings in imperial mausoleums. Although he fol-
lowed the traditional architectural rules when con-
structed his parents’ tomb in Fengyang (in today’s
Anhui Province), he canceled Skhanggong and Xiagong,
and enlarged the Xzandian (Hall of Offering Sacrifices)
in front of burial mound. Moreover, it was an inven-
tion of great significance that he abolished the system
burying emperor and empress in same area but not
same vault, which had been used for more than 1,000
years from Qin and Han dynasties. The empress was
initially permitted to be interred into the imperial
mausoleum. During the construction of his own tomb,
Xiaoling, inverted-funnel-shaped burial mound was re-
placed by a round Baoding (Precious Top), and
Fangcheng (Square Citadel), Minglou (Soul Tower) and
worshipping installations were added. He also changed
the formerly single square graveyard into a rectangle
multi-yards complex, and included Xiangdian and
Shenchu (Divine Kitchen) in cemetery. The layout and
arrangement of Xiaoling became the model of Ming
imperial tombs in Changping District, Beijing.

The later Qing rulers adopted architectural rules of
Ming, and further developed the burial system, thus the
construction of imperial mausoleum reaching a new but
last acme. Under the guidance of Chinese traditional
theory of Fengshui, or geomancy, the whole process
from site selection to designing of the mausoleums paid
attention to harmony between the tomb architecture
and the surrounding environment — mountains, rivers
and vegetation — to embody the philosophical view that
man is an integral part of nature. The Qing imperial
mausoleum copied the layout and arrangement of Ming
tombs, but featured much gorgeous decorative style.
The Yueyacheng (Crescent City) was added between
Baocheng (Precious Citadel) and Minglou.
Additionally, exclusive tomb was built for empress.

The Ming and Qing imperial mausoleums with tre-
mendous momentum are the best preserved ones and
possess great values of aesthetics, culture, art and
science. They integrate the essence of all tombs, pal-
aces and gardens, and embody the fine Chinese tradi-
tions and theories of Fengshui, architectural and
aesthetics. From 2000, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization had inscribed them
— Xiaoling in Nanjing, 13 tombs in Beijing and Xianling
in Zhongxiang of the Ming Dynasty, as well as Three
Mausoleums of Shengjing in Northeast, Eastern Tombs
in Zunhua City and Western Tombs in Yixian of the Qing
Dynasty — on the World Heritage List successively.
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Beiting (Pavilion of Stele on
Sacred Way) of Qing Emperor
Shunzhi’s Xiaoling

2 sRFEmEIM Baoding of
Dingdongling, tomb of
Empress Dowager Cixi of Qing
Dynasty

3 im0 Long’enmen
(Gate of Eminent Favor) of
Qing Emperor Qianlong’s
Yuling
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Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang

The Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi
Huang on the northern slopes of Lishan
Mountain, is located in the eastern
suburbs of Lintong County in Xi’an City,
Shaanxi Province, 5 kilometers from the
county town. It is the tomb of Emperor
Qin Shi Huang (259 BC — 210 BC), the first
emperor in Chinese history.

Emperor Qin Shi Huang, personal name
Ying Zheng, was the son of the King
Zhuangxiang of the Qin State. In 246 BC,
he was made the king of Qin State at the
age of 13. Being too young to handle the
state affairs, Lu Buwei, the regent and
Prime Minster, administered the Qin State.
Ying Zheng took over the reigns of the
government himself when he was 22 years
old, and then he devoted himself to

subjugating all other states. In 221 BC,
through 20-years-nearly war of annexing,
Ying Zheng defeated six most powerful
kingdoms and established the first unified
centralized state in Chinese history: Qin.
Then Ying Zheng considered his
achievements surpassing those of “San
Huang (Three Emperors)” and “Wu Di
(Five Sovereigns)”, legendary rulers in
remote antiquity, so he assumed the title
“Huang Di” and declared himself to be
“Qin Shi Huang Di”, which means the first
emperor of the Qin. In order to consolidate
his rule, Emperor Qin Shi Huang instituted
a series of new policies. He standardized
the system of weight and measures, as well
as the forms of writing and coinage.
Additionally, he established prefectures
and counties with further townships,
which were all put under the control of
military and administrative officials he
directly appointed. The new-established
high centralization system exerted
significant influence over Chinese history,
which during 2,000 years after that served
as a basis for the feudal system of
government. However, Qin Shi Huang was
on the other hand feared and hated as a
tyrant. To satisfy Qin Shi Huang’s own
extravagant desire, a number of large-scale
construction works were undertaken,
which required enormous levies of
manpower and resources. The heavy taxes
and corvée brought the people disasters.
In 210 BC, Emperor Qin Shi Huang
suddenly died at the age of 50 during an
inspection tour. He was buried in his
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gigantic tomb on the Lishan Mountain.
The Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi
Huang is the first large scale imperial tomb
with perfect layout. According to historical
records, the mausoleum started to be
under construction soon after Qin Shi
Huang’s enthronement, and it was not
finished until his death, a spanning of
nearly 40 years. About 720,000 labor
people were involved in the work. Modeled
on the capital of Qin, Xianyang, the
mausoleum was divided by two enclosed
walls into inner city and outer city. About
6,200 meters in circumstance, the outer
wall takes a rectangle shape with a city
gate on each of the four sides. The inner
city is shaped in square with a
circumstance of more than 3,800 meters.
It has five gates, two on the north and one
on each of the other three sides. The high
earth-mound (i.e. grave) was almost 120
meters in height at the beginning,
resembling an inverted funnel. It is located
in the southwest of the inner city. Washed

by rainwater and eroded by wind for
2,000 years, the burial mound is only 50
meters high at present. Besides the
Underground Palace beneath the mound,
the Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang
included resting hall, side halls and other
subsidiary structures and ritual buildings.

Starting from 1962, the archaeologists
carried out an archaeological reconnaissance,
and the result shows that the mausoleum
of Emperor Qin Shi Huang covered a total
of 56.25 square kilometers, equaling to 78
Forbidden City in Beijing. Such a mausoleum
is rarely seen in the world. In 1974, it
shocked the world again. Archaeologists
excavated three pits containing the
sculptured legion successively east to the
mausoleum, and a total of over 7,000
pottery soldiers, as well as a large numbers
of horses, chariots and weapons have been
unearthed. These terra-cotta warriors
arranged in battle formations symbol
Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s army guarding
the capital city. &
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