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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task .

The graphs below show the marriage and divorce
numbers in the US and the marital status of its
population in 1970 and 2000.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the
main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words .

Number of Marriages and Divorces, USA
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The first bar chart demonstrates the number of marriages and divorces in the United
States from 1970 to 2000, and the second one compares the percentages of its
population above the age of 15 in different marital status between the beginning and

the end of the period.

In 1970, there were about 2, 200 thousand marriages in the US - the smallest
number during the 30 years. Accordingly, the number of divorces was also very low
(700 thousand). After that, although the number of marriages increased steadily,
divorce figures showed a more dramatic growth. In 1985, about 2400 thousand
marriages were registered; however, almost half the number ended up in divorces.
From then on, the number of marriages showed little variation, while that of
divorces declined gradually to 1,100,000 in 2000.

Turning to the US population over 15, 1970 and 2000 had the same percentage of
married people (40%). Similarly, the proportion of single people in 1970 almost
equaled that in 2000 — both accounted for approximately one third of the whole.
While the ratio of widowed citizens was slightly higher than that of divorced ones in
1970, the reverse was true 30 years later.

In conclusion, divorce rate was the highest in the mid 1980s and a slightly higher
percentage of the US population were divorced in 2000 than in 1970.
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