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o
Introduction

Pride and Prejudice is the romantic story of two young people,
Elizabeth Bennet and William Darcy, who challenge each other’s
strong opinions. The novel takes place during the late 1700’s in
the English county of Hertfordshire, nearly 50 miles outside of
London. This story illustrates the difficulty for women of that time,
with little control over their own fortunes or fate.As eighteenth-
century English society placed a great deal of importance on social
status and one’s own manners and accomplishments, women went
to great lengths to attract husbands of good fortune.

The Bennet family of Longbourn has five daughters: Jane,
Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty and Lydia. Mrs. Bennet is a foolish, chatter-
ing woman whose primary interest in life is finding wealthy hus-
bands for her daughters. Mr. Bennet is ironic and somewhat re-
moved from the family’s affairs. Jane is an amiable, beautiful
young woman, while her sister Elizabeth, good-looking, but not as
beautiful as her sister, is intelligent and prides herself on under-
standing the character of others. The other three sisters are rather
foolish and dull like their mother, though Mary lacks the talent and
beauty of the others.

Jane Bennet one day meets Mr. Bingley, a man of fortune, and
their strong feelings of affection are mutual, though his family does
not wish for him to marry a girl with little fortune. Mr. Bingley later
brings his friend, Mr. Darcy, to meet the Bennets. He is, at first,
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and disagreeable to Elizabeth, and she has
very httle respect for him. Later, however, their opinions of each
other change as they begin to see society in other ways.

12
A, 7 B e #EPDFIE U7 1A] : www. ertongbook. com



