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PREFACE

American photographer Li Yuan is famed as one of the eight top
virtuoso landscape photographers in the United States. It is
worthwhile to mention that he has always been an amateur rather than
a professional. In fact, he is an associate professor of physics in Rotgers
University of the United States.

1 first, through one of my university classmates, met him in 1982,
learning that he was very keen on photography. One of the main
purpose of his trip back to China was to exchange experience with the
Chinese photographic sector. During the chance acquaintance, I was
deeply impressed by his scholastic bearing of a sincere homing visitor
from overseas still retaining his native accent in his candid
conversation. I became gaped and amazed after reviewing some of his
pieces. Totally divorced from the pompous, even eccentric taste and
style of the conventional western photographers, all his works present
harmony and integrity, and by and large, possess his own unique
feature — elegant but profound, natural but creative. As an amateur
photographer myself, I think nothing can give me greater pleasure nor
honour than to present Mr. Li and his works to the photographic circle
in China. Of course, my role is no more than that of a catalyst agent. Itis
my belief the works of Mr. Li, both the existing ones and more
diversified ones in future, his diligence and enthusiasm will meet the
high appreciation of the numerous foregoers and aficionado in the
photographic circle in China.

The success of his works, apart from his thorough command of




photographic optics, skillful pattern creation, the rendition of tone of
lights and colour, what is more important, is attributed to his
enthusiasm and respect to the Chinese culture. He is highly proficient
at Chinese history and omniscient in Chinese poetry and ballads,
cherishing very deep sentiments to his motherland. Seemingly every
single hill and stream is likely to trigger his nostalgic feeling. Quoting
from one of his original remarks: “It is my wish to imbue the
tenderness of Chinese poetry and ballads to the lifeless mountains,
waters and landscapes”. Over the last several years, whenever time
permitting, he came to China with his photographic outfit. Be it
distant hinterlands, cloud shrouded mountains, extensive deserts, he
always braved the tough journey to put the vast stretches of our
beautiful country into his camera and upgrade the landscape
photography to a novel realm. In his works, one can make out the
salient feature of picture triggered from sentiments which originated
from the bottom of one’s heart. It is my hope that some traces of the
afore mentioned features can be observed in this album. Most pictures
published here were taken in the United States.

On more than one occasion, Mr. Li expressed his wish that he is
willing to make his lifelong efforts to compile a collection of his works
on China’s landscape so as to display the feeling of a nostalgic heart. I
firmly believe that with perseverance and unremitting efforts, he will
certainly be able to bring his wish into reality, and with his new pieces
add another bundle of fascinating flowers to the art of photography.

Shen Jinguang
April 4, 1987
Beijing
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Half Dome in Winter Mist
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5. WIAIAE% Floating in the Morning Mist
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