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Chapter 1 The Doctor and Forensic Medicine

Forensic medicine is that unique area of practice where medicine overlaps and interacts with the law. It is
that area whereby the scientific knowledge and expertise of the doctor is applied to resolve legal issues,
criminal or civil. Such scientific approaches supported by research can often also help in the formation of
health regulations and policies. Modern Forensic Medicine can be broadly divided into the following
branches: ~Forensic Pathology, Clinical Forensic Medicine, Forensic Psychiatry/Psychology, Forensic Toxi-
cology, Forensic Anthropology and Forensic Genetics.

Recognized experts appointed by the Courts often provide forensic evidence. The forensic doctor’s role is
that of an impartial expert who interprets the findings and gives an unbiased opinion based on these facts

adopting established scientific processes and principles.
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