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oreword

from the Collector

Imagine you’re a gem hunter. a century or more ago. To find
your prize, you descend into the earth, maybe through a cave,
with a torch or a primitive oil lamp to light your way. You dig.
You crawl. You struggle. You pray that the tunnel you’ve dug
doesn’t cave in. Then, as you hold your light aloft, you see it:
something shining, something precious, something alive in the

darkness. And you’re forever changed.

Even after 21 years of collecting. I experience a similar thrill of
discovery — of transformation — every time I look into the
depths of a gemstone. And I’ve come to realize: without light,

the prize I’'m holding would be little more than a stone.

That’s why we call this exhibition Light and Stone, because it takes
both light — warm and weightless — and stone — cool and dense

— to make a gem. The union of these seeming opposites creates the
spark of life that has attracted human beings to gemstones since

subterranean explorers first spotted a glimmer in the darkness.

I"m pleased to share that feeling of discovery with you through
Light and Stone, and the Shanghai Museum provides an ideal venue
for the kind of experience I hope to provide. In addition to
celebrating the depth of my collection, the museum gives you the
time and space to contemplate what each piece has to offer. You’ll
find gems in their natural state, just as they came from the earth ...
gems faceted to reveal captivating inner fire ... gems transformed by

master craftsmen into unforgettable works of art.



As you view each piece, 1 hope you’ll take a moment to observe
how light brings stone to life — and how gem color, the perfect
product of nature’s impertect processes, can surprise you. (Not
all sapphires are blue, nor are all garnets red.) Maybe you’ll

even discover a tavorite color.

Whether you’re experiencing Light and Stone in person or
perusing this catalogue. T invite you to compare the centerpieces
of this exhibition — Repose, a tiny carved marvel that seems to
be lit from within; and Metamorphos. giant and grand,
capturing all the light in the room, commanding attention.
Together, these pieces demonstrate the full spectrum of what
gems have to offer us: tranquility and drama, introspection and

bold expression, reflection and transformation.

1 used to laugh when told that gems have power. Then, holding
a piece of tourmaline in my hands or staring into the depths of a
massive quartz sculpture, I began to feel it myself. In the spirit
of Metamorphos and Repose, the gems were changing me,
opening my eyes to new beauty and my mind to new questions.
I've approached the world with greater passion and awareness
ever since. May the experience of Light and Stone transform

you, too.

Michael Scott
Los Altos, California, USA
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Foreword

from the Shanghai Museum

Gemstone is the brilliant crystal brewed through billions of years, and the treasure mankind keeps
seeking for thousands of years. It is the human’s paean to the generous gift offered by mother earth,

both the reverence felt by Chinese for Jades and the recognition prized by Westerner to gemstones.

Mr. Michael Scott, from California, holds one of the important gem collections in the world. Among
his collection, natural crystals and art sculptures of gemstones bear significance of both science and
art, and bring enlightenment as well with endless imagination. Today, the Shanghai Museum is
honored to display 138 pieces or sets of gems from Mr. Scott’s collection, and hopes to perform

miracles of nature and wonders of craftsmanship by means of dancing of light and stone.

Crystals and faceted gemstones are showing great power of nature. Pure diamonds are symbolizing
the hardest of the world; splendid rubies and quiet sapphires are giving off visual fragrance;
Emeralds have been appreciated by the world since the ancient time; newly discovered tanzanites
are shining with vivid charms; garnets and tourmalines are playing visual game of rainbow color;
rhodochrosites are still worthy of the ancient name of Inca Rose. Besides, the giant gemstones of

hundreds or thousands of carats, like sprites of the earth, are deeply summoning peoples’ mind.

Gem sculptures are reflecting the thoughts of artists and sparkling of the human nature. We can feel
the spirit of Russian gemstone-carving master, Carl Fabergé, through those vivid figures, animals
and legends from German villages of Idar and Oberstein, bearing two-thousand-year tradition of
gemstone carving, while the fantastic and innovative gemstones are realized by the “fantasy cuts”
from Bernd Munsteiner, a perfect combination of metal and gemstone born in the hands of John

Marshall, a master silversmith.

As new trial of our museum, this exhibition intends to bring visitors not only the beauty of arts, but
also the spirit of science. Here, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Mr. Scott for his
generous sharing of his marvelous collection with Chinese visitors, and to all people including Dr.
Peter Keller, the president of the Bowers Museum of Cultural Art, for their enormous efforts to

procure this exhibition.

Chen Xiejun

Director, Shanghai Museum
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With Gratitude ||}

I'd like to thank the many people whose generosity, talent, and hard work enable me to

share Light and Stone with you, including...

... Harold and Erica Van Pelt, the brilliant photographers who bring the stones to life on
the pages that follow. For the past 15 years, the Van Pelts have achieved the impossible
— capturing gem-life on film — and have helped the stones tell their stories. In the

process, they have become my good friends.

... Dr. Edward Gubelin, deservedly known as the grandfather of modern gemology,
who authenticated many of the pieces in my collection. Dr. Gubelin's ability to

articulate the value, beauty, and magic of gems has been an inspiration.

... artists like Bernd Munsteiner, John Marshall and Gunter Petry, whose vision,
craftsmanship, and courage (carving priceless stone is a risky undertaking) make me

proud to share their work.

... Peter Keller and Anne Shih of the Bowers Musenm of Cultural Art, for introducing

me to Chinese culture and art ... and the Shanghai Museum.

... Professor Chen Xiejun, of the Shanghai Museum, for providing such a fine showcase
for this collection. By displaying each piece with respect and care, the Shanghai
Museum has given nature's art (and the feats it inspires in humans) a rightful place

among our greatest treasures.

Michael Scott
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About the
Collector

“You may not wear any jewelry — especially not rings.”
Michael Scott was just a teenager when he heard those words
from his first computing teacher. “We were working on a
state-of-the-art, vacuum tube IBM 650 model,” Scott recalls.
“You fed data into the computer on thin, uniformly stacked,
punched cardboard cards, and the teacher worried that a ring
might dent a card, causing a jam in the ultra-high-speed reader

and creating a mess.”

Scott went on to earn a degree in physics from the California
Institute of Technology, then to lead one of the most important
technology enterprises of our time: Apple Computer. As the
company’s first president, from 1977 to 1981, Scott led
Apple’s transformation from a start-up into a worldwide high-

tech giant.

Although technology quickly evolved beyond vacuum tubes
and punch cards, Scott never forgot his teacher’s “no rings”
mandate. “So when I retired from Apple and gave up
computing, I decided I could finally have a nice ring,” he says,
“and it should be green.” With that decision, Scott embarked
on the adventure that would transform him into a gemstone

connoisseur and collector.

Choosing tsavorite, a rare green garnet, as the stone for his dream ring,
Scott asked a local jeweler to show a selection for review. And Scott
found the perfect gemstone — an expensive 5-carat jewel. “But when an
independent laboratory attempted to authenticate the stone, we
discovered it was a ‘“YAG’ — a man-made synthetic yttrium aluminum
garnet, used in laser technology and worth only a tiny fraction of the
stone I was intending to buy,” he says. The challenge of differentiating
between true, natural gems and extremely accurate fakes intrigued Scott,
and he set about acquiring the scientific knowledge, equipment, and

experience to become an expert in his new pursuit.

Today, Scott continues to acquire pieces that inspire him — and to share
his belief that anyone can be a gem collector. “Specimens vary widely in
size, price, color, type, structure, and location of origin,” he says. “And

nature’s most perfect stones are also the smallest and cheapest.”

Scott advises anyone interested in gemstones to start “small,” with tiny
samples of a single species, collecting the full range of its colors, or
maybe selecting stones in a single pleasing shape. “Most importantly,
you don’t have to be a collector to benefit from what gems have to offer,”
Scott says. “ I hope everyone who sees Light and Stone will let the
beauty of these gems spark something — whether it’s a deeper
appreciation of our connection to the earth that produces these jewels, or

the inspiration to pursue a personal passion, as I have.”



