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and the first edition appeared eventually in 1988. Since then, many changes have occurred
the way in which we teach the subject, and many advances have been made in the field. \
co-author Neil Schore, who wrote the study guide and joined me for the text from the
edition onward, and I have tried to keep pace with these developments in subsequent

tions, the results of which you see in the pages that follow.

There are many innovations in this book and you are encouraged to look at their descriptio;
the Preface “A User’s Guide to Organic Chemistry: Structure and Function. ” These
vations are complemented by an ever increasing range of electronic aids, available from tl
W. H. Freeman Website. As such, the text is a “work in progress,” and I welcome sugge

tions for improvements from anybody, teachers and students, who are using it.

I am proud to have witnessed the translation of the textbook into 10 languages, the Lam
but not least, being the current Chinese version. My longstanding intention to seek such
translation solidified in year 2000, when I became fully aware of the breathtaking pac
which the industrial development of modern China was taking place. I was personally witne
to it during a lecture tour of Shanghai and Beijing in September of 2002.1 was deeply z
pressed by the high quality of the evolving research in synthetic organic chemistry, and,
the Chief Editor of an international journal in this area, experienced first hand the explos
growth of the number of excellent scientific publications. A new generation of students

build upon these successes, and I hope that studying from this book will catalyze tl
process.

My best wishes go to all the readers of “Organic Chemistry. ” To the teacher 1 say, no
dium, book or otherwise, can replace the enthusiasm and commitment with which you p
tray the subject to your pupils. May you use the text as an aid in this endeavor. To

student I say, work hard, but don’t lose track of the enjoyment of intellectual pursuit

Uty

K. Peter C. Vollhardt

Professor of Chemistry
Department of Chemistry
University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, CA 94720-1460
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