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UNIT ONE

TEXT

A Present

It was the old lady’s birthday. She got up early to be ready
for the post. From her second floor window she could see the
postman when he came. ' )

Today she was sure there would be something. Myra
wouldn’t forget her mother’s birthday,even if she seldom wrote
at other times. Of course Myra was busy. Her husband had been
made Mayor,and Myra herself had got a medal for her work for
the aged. In the past two years,she had managed to come and see
her three times,but her husband had never come.She was proud
of her daughter. ' .

The old lady was eighty today. She had put on her best
dress. Perhaps—perhaps Myra might come. After all ,eighty was
a special birthday.

Even if Myra did not come,she would send a present. The
old lady was sure of that. She was excited—like a child. She
would enjoy her day.

Yesterday the help had given her rooms an extra clean,and
today she had brought a card and a bunch of flowers when she
came to do the breakfast. Mrs Grant downstairs had made a
cake,and in the afternoon she was going down there to have tea.
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Johnnie ,the little boy from the ground floor,had been up with a
box of candies,and said he would go out to play until the post-
man came.

“I guess you’ll get lots and lots of presents, ”’he said. “I did
last week when I was six. ”

What would she like? A pair of slippers perhaps. Or a new
blue coat. (Blue’s such a pretty colour. Jim had always liked her
in blue.)Or a table lamp,a travel book with pictures,a little
clock ,with clear black numbers,--*So many lgovely things.

She stood by the window ,watching. All of a sudden,she saw
the postman turning round the corner on h1s bicycle. Her heart
beat fast. Johnnie had seen him too and ran to the gate. The next
moment ,Johnnie was knocking at her door.

“Granny,granny, ”he shouted , “I’ ve got your post.”

He gave her four envelopes. Three were unseaied cards from
old friends ,and the fourth was sealed ,in Myra’s writing. T he old
lady felt disappointed.

“No parcel ,Johnnie?”

“No,granny. ”

Maybe the parcel was too large to come by letter post. That
was it. It would come later by parcei post. She must be patient.

She opened the envelope and found a card and a piece of pa-
per in it. Written on the card was a message under the printed
“Happy Birthday ”~—“Buy yourself something nice with the
cheque ,Myra”.

The cheque dropped to the floor. Slowly the old lady bent
down to pick it up. “My present,my lovely present. "Having ut-
tered these words,the old lady tore the cheque with trembling
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fingers into little bits.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

postfpaus't] n. WEBC; WEEF /v.
BE AT

postman [ 'poustmen ] n. M &
R &

Myra EHIW(ARZ) .

seldom [ 'seldom ] adv. 1B ’}‘»
K ER

husband['hazbend ] n. LK

mayor[mes ] n. M

medal['medi] ». &, B F;
LRE

manage [ 'manidz | v. W% H
H

proud[praud] «. Bifll; HEE

(be)proud of N fﬁf B X
B -

daughter['doite ] . )L .

extra['ekstra’] a. BHAMEG, #n
) .

bunch[bantf] n. ;&

a bunch of —W;—8;—8

. dowmstairs [ 'daunstesz | adv.
T

ground{graund ] ». Hi7H , #t

ground floor[ 3] (BRI IE

B (=[3&] first floor)
candy['kandi] ». $§R
pair[pea] n. (—)X, (—)%¢
slipper['slipa =. (¥ A E %0

Hikt
coat[kout] a. FpK, SMEE
lamp[lemp] ». £T
table lamp BT )
clock [klok] n. (B})éh

corner[ koo a. ;154

bicycte[ ‘baisikl] ». § 7% (O
&/ bike)

gate[geit ] n. K1 T 3K(]

envelope[ ‘eénvilaup] ». {§#

seal[si:l] v. i‘j‘&yﬂ'ﬁf

unseal[ 'an'sil] ». $F (F)

disappoint [ diso'point | ». {#
R S

parcel[ paisl] =. 13, /MY

granny[ 'graeni] . §555; ShEE

patient['peifont] a. ZWHE , &
AW ON

message [ 'mesidz ] ». JCH; 1

Bt
print[print ] ». 1, EF R ; 652
3



cheque[tfek ] n. T E (=[] utter[ate] v. W, 3 ; Tk
check) ~ tremble['trembl] v. K

bend [bend ] (bent [bent] , fingfr['figgé] n. P TR
bent)v. EHh :

NOTES

1. From her second floor window she could see the postman wheﬁ
he came. '
MR R TN = N BB R,
HEAIRBE—ERFRAE ground floor JERE) , tirst floor 3l
“BTE”, M 4,X LK second floor TFR EK“B=2%".
EEAMKHEUSFRANKFER-BH.
2. Myra wouldn’t forget her mother’s birthday,even if she sel-
dom wrote at other times. .
BHRRETHERER, THENERBREASTIEN.
Deven if JR A {E even though, %l%th*ﬁ’bﬁ%b&’r’ﬂ B,
“REE.Xm.
I always enjoy sailing ,even if the weather is rough.
R-REREREW WERIREH A FhRmk.
2)at other times FEM B I “ T 0", R W FR“EH A vt
B CERGETHER .-
If you work hard at other times,you won’t have to sit up
all night before the exam.

PR MREHET, EEENRALXREBEBFRE
T.
At times he felt well and could work all day;at other times

he had to lie still in bed.

A B R SR, SRR T B b 3 A B R ENR



E.

3.In the past two years,she had managed to come and see her
three times,but her husband had never come.

R EFET, SRR =K, R sk KK 'A%

.

B} [EAR 18 in the past (two,three,etc. )years B H SRS -
RESERN A LR ER  XW:

In the past two years,I have read five English novels.

ERERFENE R, R 5L UM .

4. Yesterday the help had given her rooms an extra clean,and to-
day she had brought a card and a bunch of flowers when she
came to do the breakfast.

HEX AR LA BRI E T —&. b4 Kk p R iRt

HRT —KEAER—REE.

DA help BT H A1, BEXH“@ELI”.“f A”;a bunch of
flowers B H“—REFIE”.

2)A] R ) yesterday Fl today 4> 5| 5 3 % 5% 6 had given FI
had brought £, PIERTHEMER AR FR-REEED
ER—BHFEIE, yesterday I today FEARRAI T RITHAM K
B 6] 3 1 B9 , TG & A8 %+ F H M 4] when she came to do the
breakfast ], ¥ 4] 5 , yesterday HI today IEIHQE“’T‘:E’Z%V
I £ B (past in the past), B ik, B2 36 52 B ) 2 )
BRES FHER. '

5.“I guess you’ll get lots and lots of presents,”he said. “I did
last week when I was six.”

“‘REREUBGZEEILY, ik LM EHRE NS EH

R ERRE BT S S,

DAY lots of ZF a lot of lots and lots of ZFRBHE F H lots

5



of B a lot of FIRIEMIFRER.

2)/A} 1Y I did last week when I was six FH] when I was six
R E 1B M A, B4 last week ;1 did Bl I got lots and lots of
presents;do fEERIA T, LB G IEERSNANEL.

6. So many lovely things.

HRTEAHEE,

B/ & There were so many lovely things f 4B E R,
7. That was it. '

—ERX4HE,

WA FISEX BT R E R TRIBHE E,F exactly (IR,
8. Written on the card was a message under the printed “Happy

Birthday ”—“Buy youself something nice with the cheque,

Myra”.

TREHEEAIREHFEE, TEEFX4—AE—AX

HXRAIRE LR RTE, G

WA B, HIEEIEFNE A message was written on

the card under the printed “Happy Birthday”. .. .

GRAMMAR
Tk SRRt (The Past Pertect Tense)
.33 KRR

2 58 BUES o Bl 3018 had + 33 2 43 1A 4 B, F6 A BRI RO AR
L HEER.FER. — MR R E & 0 FRITR.

HER BFER
I(We) I(We)
You }had geen it. You }had not seen it.
He(She,They) He(She,They)




FEFK

FRTHE (=%

Had they seen it?

Yes,they had.

BE BE
Had you seen it? Yes,I had. No,I badn’t.
Had he seen it? Yes,he had. No,he hadn’t.

No,they hadn’t.

L. 5e a0 s

L XZERNERESER—NHUTELREIRBILE
R—mE 281 C L5 e siE R R (M “d £Hat £ o2
LB [6] ¥ B by, before,up till 48 418 415, 5§ Hy before,
when S {7 5| 3 #90S H N A R AR 0 -

By the end of last term,we had learned about 800 words.
B EEHR, RIS ¥ T 800 81H .
up till then we had only covered half the distance.

B RNAET —RBE.

He had learned some English before he came to the col-
lege.

it ER%¥2ZRT%0 —H3EE,

The play had already started when we got to the theatre.
RN EHHHRELFHEWT .

S EFERMTURTEEER - EFR, —EEEBN &
F3—B} B # B HE , WA for,since MALTIFH since 5[ ST
IR T8 B A .

It rained'yesterday after it had been dry for ma.ny months.
ETRTHLAAR BEXTET. '
7



1 met her last year,but I had known her by sight since
1984, '
RN REXSE, HERRN IBIFERAPERT .
3. EFE MO TI’A A B A EDRIE , o 6] W b LT3R
RN |
The next day things got even worse. There had been heavy
‘snow. . ’
B_RWAEMEL, TRT —HXE.
One day,when we were going up a mountain,I fell down. I
) hadn’t had anything to eat for two days.
— X, X ®AVRIL &, REEI T . &Eﬁﬁf&ﬂ%}&ﬂ 3
BwBT.
4.hope,plan, mean, think , want 45318 ity 2 3¢ 52 A B T LA B
HRR—MAFAT RO A A .
We had wanted to buy her a birthday present.
RINVERL BT HEBLDH.
We had hoped to catch the 9:30 train,but found it was

gone.

RINARABENCENE  HEAECEFT.
EXERCISES

I . Answer the following questions according to the text:
1. Why did the old lady get up early that day?
2. Why did Myra not often write to her mother?
3. How many times did she come to see her mother in the past
two years?
4.Did her husband come to see the old lady?
5.How old was the old lady?



