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Preface to the Second Edition

The success of Introduction to the Law of the United States in the context of the
rapid globalization of legal education and law practice calls for the book’s renew-
al. The splendid group of American comparatists who participated in the first edi-
tion have agreed to update and in some cases substantially rewrite their chapters.
They have also added recent suggested books for further reading to their select-
ed bibliographies. In this second edition we bring the contributions of professors
Jonathan C. Carlson, Vivian Grosswald Curran, Michael Wallace Gordon, John
O. Haley, and Joachim Zekoll. At the same time we pause to remember our
departed colleagues: Herbert L. Bernstein, John G. Fleming, William F. Fratcher,
Friedrich K. Juenger, and Edward M. Wise.

David S. Clark Tugrul Ansay
Tulsa October 2001 Hamburg
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Preface to the First Edition

The aim of this book is to provide an authoritative description of the major ele-
ments of the American legal system. We are fortunate to have a distinguished
group of American law professors write about fields in which they are expert. At
times their commentary goes beyond historical development and explanation of
the law and legal institutions to encompass critique. In that sense the 18 chapters
presented here involve an historical, systematic, and critical introduction to the
law of the United States.

The authors are special in another way. In addition to their areas of expertise
in American law, each is also knowledgeable about a legal system outside that of
the United States. They are comparative lawyers, who bring to their writing the
perspective of an outsider as well as that of an insider. They thus see features of
American law that are invisible to insiders, who breathe and live the law in which
they work. Only strangers will see that certain aspects of the legal system in the
United States are unusual, even perverse.

The 18 chapters are ordered in such a manner as, first, to acquaint the read-
er with the basic structural and cultural elements defining law in the United
States:_federalism, pragmatism, liberty, and individualism. Distinctive to the
United States is also its method of legal education and its unitary legal profes-
sion, as well as the ways in which this profession makes use of its sources of law.
Second, the authors describe the principal fields of public law: constitutional law,
administrative law, labor law, and criminal law. Third, the traditional core of pri-
vate common law in America is presented: contracts, torts, and property. The
remainder of civil and commercial law follows, including family law, inheritance
law, commercial transactions, and business enterprises. Finally, procedure rounds
out the book with a description of criminal procedure, civil procedure, conflict of
laws, and a discussion of an illustrative American case.

This book is intended primarily for two audiences. First, it is directed at the
growing international audience interested in learning about the law of other
countries. It provides students, lawyers, judges, scholars, business persons, and
administrators outside the United States with the basic information required to
understand America’s principal legal concepts and institutions. Each chapter ends
with a selected bibliography so that the interested reader can pursue further
research in specific legal areas. Second, the volume is aimed at the American law
student or general student perhaps interested in law, who desires a reliable
overview of the American system of law.

Introduction to the Law of the United States has a number of features to
facilitate its use. The 13 page table of contents presents a detailed outline to
acquaint the reader with the major divisions in American law. For a specific
inquiry the lengthy index exhaustively covers the contents of the various chap-
ters. It includes, for instance, an alphabetical listing of all the statutes cited.
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Preface

Finally, within each chapter there are liberal cross-references to related material
found elsewhere in the chapter or even in other parts of the book.

The editors would like to thank the authors for their superb efforts in mak-
ing this volume possible. We note with sorrow the passing of our colleague,
William F. Fratcher, on 24 June 1992. We are grateful to the secretarial staff at the
University of Tulsa — Ann Hail, Sharon Miller, and especially Michele Schultz —
for their expert production of the manuscript. Virtus probata florescit.

David S. Clark Tugrul Ansay
Tulsa July 1992 Hamburg
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