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Preface of “The Collection of Paintings”

Wang Yanbin

The history of painting in Nantong, can trace back to the painters in the ancient times, one
of them is Li Fangyin, a member of the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou. After Wang Geyi, an
authentic painter of Wu branch, Zhao Wuji, Fan Zeng, Yuan Yunsheng, Yuan Yunfu and Gao
Guanhua, etc., these famous figures really make Nantong people feel proud about the culture of
their own hometown.

As for the history of education in Nantong, can trace back to even farther than that of painting,
Hu Yuan, the guru in the educational circle , living in early times of the Northern Song Dynasty,
could be known as Confucius in the history. Zhang Qian, is a famous scholar in modern times,
what he did made him become the top one in the education field. At present, after the hardworking
of several generations, the education in Nantong has stepped into a booming season.

The art education in Nantong, passed through an uneven and tough but glorious road, from
its traditional style to the modern one. So many young painters come forth one after another,
Fan Yang and Leng Bingchuan could be regarded as the representatives among them. A lot of
students are chosen to come to colleges and university of arts every year and it is called the

Nantong Phenomenon, which has already become beyond doubt in the edueation field. As an
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educator in Nantong, apart from my proud, all what I can do is to express my respect to those
who have contributed a lot to the art education.

The work of teachers' is highly respectful. Liu Zimei, the passed away art teacher in Nantong
Normal School once said to his students: Now I am teaching you art, my purpose is not to make
you become an artist, but a person knowing art. The teachers contribute themselves to the art
education with great effort, meanwhile, they paint with their brushes. The Collection of Paintings
presents you their own point of views about the art.

As a teacher of art, in order to improve his aesthetic ability, enrich his aesthetic standards,
apart from much reading, much practice in painting is also necessary. Through the painting, he
can learn more and teach his students more.

Facing with so many colorful paintings of different styles, I myself, though don't know
much about art, but I still try my best to know them, to understand them. That is the enthusiasm
of an art worker. We can believe that, in this society full of material desires, some people still
keep watch over their pure spirit in their hearts nowadays. The art needs this spirit, our education
needs the spirit as well. This spirit, could be a bridge between educators and artists in the near

future!

Autumn 2004 Nantong
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