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THE SAUROPOD FOSSILS FROM THE ZIGONG,

SICHUAN, CHINA

YE Yong

(Zigong Dinosaur Museum, Zigong 643013, Sichuan)

ABSTRACT

Zigong, a famous historical and cultural city of China, is situated in southern Sichuan
province. It is a hilled region that exposes a continuous and widespread Mesozoic red beds
in which contains rich fossil vertebrates, especially the Jurassic fossil dinosaurs. As a result,
Zigong has become the most famous region of fossil dinosaurs and other vertebrates, and is
named as the Hometown of Dinosaurs. Since 1915 of the first dinosaur fossil discovered by
Dr. George D. Louderback, an American geologist, from Rongxian (Jung Hsien), more than
130 localities of fossil dinosaurs have been found from Zigong region. Up to now, 20

genera and 25 species have been identified, in which 9 genera and 12 species are included
to sauropods.



The sauropod fossils from Zigong are rich, widely distributed and well preserved, and
the main geological time is the Middle Jurassic, a relatively special period. Thus they have
very important academic values in studying the evolution, distribution, living habits of
sauropods in China and even in the world. The Dashanpu Shunosaurus Fauna from the
Middle Jurassic of Zigong region fill some roles of middle ties in the evolutionary lines of
sauropods. The bony tail clubs of sauropods found in Shunosaurus, Omeisaurus and
Mamenchisaurus from Zigong region show that sauropods usually equipped with strong
weapons for defending their enemies. A complete articulated skeleton with a beautifully
preserved skull of M. youngi from the Late Jurassic of Xinmin, Zigong shows that
Mamenchisaurus should have a narrow, deep and light-built skull with large cranial
openings and densely arranged spoon-shaped teeth. The skin impression of M. youngi was
the first sample of sauropod skin impression found in China and one of few samples of
sauropod skin impressions in the world. It shows that the bodies of sauropods covered with
small, polygonal scales rather than smooth surface.

Key words Zigong, sauropod, dinosaur fossils
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P, HeBAR KRR RIAGESHD 1957 €, LN EENIEFHEHRRR
RASTAFH—NEF/HBEREMAMXFLSKTE (B D X£3, FebEE4L
THHGYEFRERETY RO L N KK E B K Jialingosaurus kuani Young,
1959, XEN)IZMBE—ABCRNSEETE, RAEREE —REREHRRIAME

"ERBAEYRRTINHE SR
Lii: %, 29%. BEER, ABLEWMERMBEETN



PR ER fr B8t A .

RS T 20 e, DM SIRAATEEEH A KRMER, HE 1974 4
N BTN HRERIRR T —MERFEENRRMAE. SERTEYEMAER T
M AR 3 AN E BARE, LRENF 100 254, 81 10 AWK, 1 A8
. 2 ASIEERMKEFHBRERILA. XBUAESY ERER Y
HHARHRFIMERTIEWER E KEHEOAR, G T4RB4HRE, P
FE— MO e BRI —— B BT R (Tuojiangosaurus multispinus Dong et al., 1977)1%,

1978 &, EK BREYEAEER LIRS ) LA W E— ARS8 15 42/

Wk BMEL, FELER PSR 62 AL E K JE(Chongkingosaurus jiangbeiensis,
Dong et al., 1983)"*,

B S = R
Fig.1 Localities of stegosaurus in Sichuan Basin

1979—1984 £, PEMFEREHEINY LG ALFAFT. BB LAY GERH
RSB . ERAREYE. aRAVHEEYENE AR EEYESEMERT
MR WEHHRT T BRPMEBRAS R, EERENETF A ROEEARET LH
HBAERKCAEIYLAE, RPAE-FHUEAXBE——KAERE
(Huayangosaurus taibaii Dong et al., 1982)“] 8 B 52 BBREA— /M MEMEL

1983 FiK, WNIEELERF)ISRREZTRERBISHERZILA, 1983 £

M 1984 FERKHREURNMHKEALERANRGHTTHE. RHE, FE AR
10



T RILA—F NNE L 7E(Yingshanosaurus Jichuanensis Zhu, 1994)[5~6] o
1985 4, AR AEWIEE B ATHEY 15 km BN S ZIERE—ABRTE.
EAXTHS E R UA—V)EBE (Gigantspinosaurus sichuanensis Ouyang,

1992) 6~

3 CRIER BRI A

DN AR £E, €481, BREARE. B, BE. 7
76, BRGS0 ER. Bl RIS RA MG (B 1D, FrRBRReEER

R H LA ERL it e B e (R 1o

F1 AN R IBR LR RIGGT
Tab. 1 List of the stegosaur fossils in Sichuan Basin

- I A3 = BArRE L KBRS [a] B FRALRAEI I
KK e I8/ 3 31| 1957 mlfR  WRATENER,
Chialingosaurus kuani ®r A Bfk Tt BN kE
LWL PIE B2 93] 1974 HEHE —ABTBEHEN-
Tuojiangosaurus BHEWH Btk P i RAcRER, Q57
multispinus BB
HE A VYA ERH [/3: §::3::1 1978 EHEHE —ARTEERENL
Chonggingosaurus kX Motk T it CdialiE
jiangbeiensis
pNEE /A g TH®RE4 1982 #EHEHE —REPRREE.
Huayangosaurus taibaii HREW ik it —REABRATA

R, WEp
AL
BkH
FNE LA mnE Rt/ 410 1983 Sk —ARFRBHER
Yingshanosaurus Ehg Btk Pt
jichuanensis
T E s ylIEy Ep®Ea 1985 kg  —AEEARBEERN
Gigantspinosaurus BREN B bk F it — 3 A ST T
sichuanensis &

4 D)8 ERBRAA K EERZNE
41 KEEMEEELRNERNNERERT RERE T i

SRR, FATAUEBESIMBRRZA, —HEREERABTH
MERFL, EERBROE-PEZHMOSME . HAERGTHEHAHGT T,
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