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CHINESE SAGES SERIES

A Selected Collection of the
Great Learning, the Analects,
the Doctrine of the Mean and
Mencius, as a set of Chinese Sages
Series, are compiled to introduce
the essence of traditional Chinese
culture to the world. These
four books began to show their
splendors as early as over 2400
years ago between the Spring and
Autumn and the Warring States
Periods. Now they are published
in classical-modern Chinese and
English versions as a help to
people of interest to know the

basic ideas of Confucianism.
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Preface

It has been generally agreed that The
Great Learning, a component part of Liji
( The Book of Rites) , is the work of Confu-
cianists of the Qin and Han dynasties, though
it has been said that it was written by Zeng
Cen (505 -436 B. C. ), a disciple of Con-
fucius. The fact that Sima Qian of the Han
Dynasty authored The Meaning of “The Great
Learning” indicates The Great Learning was
already treasured at that time. Zhu Xi of the
Song Dynasty, following the ideas of Cheng
Yi and Cheng Hao, detached it from Liji,
and, with a lifetime of meticulous effort,
made it an independent book and a classic of

Confucianism. It occupies an especially im-
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portant place in the history of the develop-
ment of Confucianism and Chinese traditional
culture. It deserves careful reading if we are
to understand and study Confucianism, and
to spread its essence. But for a long time,
only a few foreign-language versions of “The
Great Learning” have been available. This
greatly handicaps scholars and readers who
study Chinese philosophy and Chinese culture
through foreign languages. It also limits the
spread of Chinese traditional culture. Schol-
ars who only speak foreign languages, and
Chinese scholars who study and work abroad
complain that China pays too little attention
to the translation of ancient works of Chinese
culture. If compared to Indian cultural legacy
which is available in many foreign languages,
especially English, Chinese traditional clas-
sics have been translated into relatively fewer
foreign versions. And the few versions there
are were written not by Chinese but by for-

eigners. The translation of Chinese classics
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can best be done if a modern Chinese version
is available because it is mach more difficult
to translate directly from classical Chinese.
Hence, Sinolingua plans to publish a series
of foreign-language versions of Chinese clas-
sics ,and The Great Learning is one of them.
The “Four Books” in classic Chinese-modern
Chinese-English version published by Sinol-
ingua have drawn great attention and now, as
one of the Sages Series, A Selected Collection
of the Great Learning is coming out. With
more detailed explanations and fine illustra-
tions, the book will be more practical and

readable.
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Putting Oneself in the Place of Others
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Master Cheng said, “The Great Learning
is a posthumous work of Confucius and a
book for novices who aspire to be virtuous.
- Only through this book were we able to know
our forefathers’ order of learning. Starting

with this book, and then followed by the An-
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alects of Confucius and Mencius, beginners

can not go wrong in their order of learning. ”

ZWRBH: “ (k¥) ZIAFEE
TR —AF, RWZLTTEKFHANU
HRETIE, B, BERETHEAY
AWKF, RAFXAHWHFA, LAE
ZARE). (ETF) REAH, RFEH
A—REREXXH ¥, RT2K4E
EHT



= & ¥
The Way of Great Learning
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The way of the great leaming is to rid one-
self of selfish desires and develop further one’s
inherent virtues. One should not only develop
his own inherent virtues further ,but should en-
courage all persons to do so also. Only then is
it possible to reach the acme of perfection.
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Once the acme of perfection is attained, is a
man able to set the orientation of his ambitions.
After setting his orientation, he will not waiver
in his ambition and will be satisfied with his
position. Satisfied with his position, he can
ponder well. Being able to ponder well, he will
be able to achieve all he wants. All things have
their important and unimportant aspects;all e-
vents have their start and finish. If one knows
the order of priority,he is not far from the way
of the great learning.
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