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Abstract

This dissertation is characterized by the logic of political liberal—
ism from the four typical thinkers' thoughts on the basis of historical and
logical ties. The main topic from the beginning to the end of the disser—
tation is the origin and its development of universalism and pluralism of
political liberalism, different alternatives which solve the contradiction,
and the developing process of its concepts and category

The dissertation describes the liberalism into four stages, the first
is the founding of liberal political system and its liberalism theory in the
17th century typical of John Locke; the second is the completion of lib—
eral political system, how to revise the liberalism theory and how to
prove by reason, this is typical of John Stuart Mill; the third is the re—
consideration and contemplation of traditional liberalism on account of
the analysis and critique of the 20th totalitarianism of Germany Nazi
and the former Soviet Union, this is typical of Isaiah Berlin; the fourth is
a new comprehension of liberalism on the basis of two principles of jus—
tice, especially in order to coordinate universalism and pluralism of po—~
litical liberalism, a new comprehension of over—lapping consensus on
the basis of reasonable pluralism is reached, this is typical of John
Rawls.

This disseriation regards John Locke as the founder of liberalism
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since his thoughts set up a universalism scheme of liberalism, which in-
cludes personal right, state institution, government ruled by laws, peo—
ple's sovereignty, ete.. This theory is considered as the best and the most
perfect scheme to all societies and all liberalists believe in the scheme.
The best , the most early and the most complete of the scheme is gener—
ally characterized by John Locke, and this dissertation describes the
liberalism of this stage from Locke's thought, even though some other
thinkers such as Niccolo Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbs, the French En-
lightenment thinkers and German thinkers etc. express the same ideas.
Additionally, at the book "Four Letters concerning Toleration " Locke
expresses the toleration between government and religion and pluralism,
but his thoughts don't include the toleration and pluralism among dif-
ferent person's thoughts, characters and different conceptions of values
and cultures because of his historical limits.

As the most famous liberalist in the 19th century, and defender of
Utilitarianism, Mill's liberalism based on utilitarianism, his account of
representative government, these doubtlessly represent the 19th liberal~
ist perfect scheme of the Enlightenment Movement, this scheme repre—
sents the perfect and universal scheme of human society development
which is promoted by the Enlightenment Movement, and his description
and proof are more fine and more reasonable. Therefore he is thought of
as the typical person of the second stage even though other thinkers at
this stage express this same universal scheme. In the meanwhile, Mill's
thoughts are compromise, pluralist, and swaying, he doubits at the liber—-
alist universalism, and sets forth thoughts freedom, characters freedom,
at the representative government the minor representative especially the
minor elite persons have more opportunity of expression and the majori-

ty opinion can't restrict the minority opinion of expression, this will
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cause the vulgar majority and the tyranny of the majority or the
tyrant-society collectively, This doubtlessly represents another stage of
liberalist toleration and pluralism development. If Locke's pluralism is
toleration and pluralism between government and religion, Mill's
thought is toleration and pluralism among expressions, thoughts, char~
acters, this is a development of Locke's thought of toleration.

Isaiah Berlin experienced the two world wars of the 20th century,
saw the terrible outcome of the two world wars, and was shocked by the
tragedy of the two world wars which originated in the western liberalism
tradition and couldn't avoid the tragedy. Berlin divides the freedom into
positive and negative freedom, and believes that the rationalist positive
freedom will cause to restrict the negative freedom and cause the serious
threat to human society's freedom in the 20th century. He emphasizes
the competitive liberalism, the historical inevitability, which is
doubtlessly the main topic of liberalism. His "Four Essays of Liberty" is
the best description of liberalism after Locke's "Two Treaties of Govern—
ment" and Mill's "On Liberty". His thought is thoroughly carried out the
liberalist toleration and pluralism, and advocates pluralism, which
maintains different values and cultures are incommensurable and per—
petual rivalry with one another, the human tragedy brought by liberalism
development is the tragedy brought by the universal scheme of the En-
lightenment Movement, one of Berlin's main tasks is to criticize this u-
niversal scheme. Therefore we describes Berlin's theory mainly from the
part of critique, and partly from direct expression of his theory, this is
his theory characteristic. His direct description of his theory is in the
"Two Concepts of Liberty", and other books are concerning the analysis
and critique of universalist schemes. Berlin's pluralism is a challenge to

liberalism, which scheme is liberalist scheme, universalism and plural-
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ism? Is liberalism a part of pluralism or pluralism is one of liberalism
values? Berlin believes the pluralism, if liberalism value is a part of
pluralism, liberalism value and its theory will be full of doubts. Berlin's
theory to liberalism is destructive, contemporary liberalists must face
Berlin's problem whether pluralism is thoroughly or a new consensus
and a new universalist scheme is promoted on the basis of contemplation
of pluralism.

John Rawls considers and contemplates Berlin's problem, re—ex-
plains and proves the liberalist theory. In the book of "A Theory of Jus—
tice” Rawls believes to construct a whole institution system and a theory
based on the two principles of justice, he succeeds the tradition of the
universalism of the Enlightenment Movement, describes and proves the
universalist scheme, and his theory topic is changed from the liberty to
equality, believes that the universalist task can be completed only if the
society handles the inequalities of the society. Attention is paid to the
least advantaged, that is to carry out the contents of liberalist principles,
such as Locke's personal right, Mill's personal freedom, Kant's thought
human is the end etc.. If the whole society can build a system of justice
and fairness, the liberalist universalism scheme can be attained. But
this scheme is contradiction with the basic principles of liberalism, John
Nozik holds Rawls's thought is an egalitarian liberalism, this thought
maintains a state with many functions, the state can interfere the per—
sonal rights and liberty, this is contrary to liberalism, he maintains lib—
eralism of a primacy of rights. The critique of Communitarianism to
Rawls is that Rawls empathizes justice but doesn't solve the problem
since his theory based on liberalism is an abstract personal rights, he
discusses the justice away from specific history, tradition and communi~

ty, especially disregards the fact of human society pluralism and seeks a
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liberalist universalism scheme to solve society justice, this is difficult to
solve. Rawls's "Political Liberalism" is a new solving scheme to adhere
to liberalist universalism scheme and to coordinate pluralist scheme. At
this book the idea of society as a fair system of cooperation, the political
conception of justice can be set up, this is the inevitable demand of lib-
eralist universalism, at the same time the fact of different rational plu—
ralist theories existing, how to reach an over—lapping consensus based
on reasonable pluralism becomes a new attempt to coordinate pluralism
and universalism. His base is to build a consensus which decides his
theory is a universalism, on the other hand, his theory is not a traditional
comprehensive theory(on the other hand), but an over~lapping consen—
sus which regards the different comprehensive theories as background
culture, the constitutional essentials and over—lapping consensus will be
reached at the public forum through public reason like votes of the con-
stitutional establishment and like public forum debate. Therefore
Rawls's over—lapping consensus is not a comprehensive theory, but a
political conception to coordinate reasonable pluralism. Rawls's discus—
sion has to come back to universalism scheme in the end, his over—lap—
ping consensus is a consensus, a universalist scheme, this is in fact a
liberalist universalism theory based on the USA constitutional democra-
cy system according to the American—styled liberalism.

This dissertation summarizes the logic of political liberalism as the
following:

1, The logic of political liberalism, is in the process of history from
the legitimate to the reasonable, from the impact of pluralism to
over—lapping consensus based on pluralism. In the process of proof from
the state of nature, the law of nature to Utilitarianism proof, from cri-

tique of historical inevitability to Rawls's the original position, the veil of
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ignorance and the new contract theory, and then to his political liberal—
ism, which is described as a political conception, not a comprehensive
theory but an over—lapping consensus based on the reasonable plural-
ism.

2, The explanation of the concept of liberty, concerning two con—
cepts of liberty, that is the liberties of the moderns and the liberties of
the ancients, passes different stages. Locke represents the liberties of
the moderns, which are concerning freedom of thought and conscience,
the rule of law, personal rights are not violated. Mill's liberty at
one—hand, believes the belief of the Enlightenment Movement, explains
the liberty according to Utilitarianism, on the other hand doubts the En-
lightenment Movement maintains freedom of thoughts and freedom of
characters. Berlin makes a division between positive and negative liber—
ty. Rawls's liberty is an egalitarian liberty based on the two principles of
justice, is a system of liberty under a society institution.

3, Concerning the conceptions of the government, it exists a logical
development. Conceming the construction of government, from Locke's
contract theory, to Mill's utilitarianism of constructing government, and
to Rawls's new contract theory of constructing justice principles, and
then of constructing government according to the principles. Concerning
the government institution, from Locke's constitutional monarchy, to
Mill's representative government, and to Rawls's constitutional democ—
racy government. Concerning the management of the government,
Locke's ruled by law and Rawls's ruled by law exist a logical develop-
ment.

4, Concerning the justice, Locke believes the justice of personal
right, Mill believes the utilitarianist justice, Rawls believes the pure

procedural justice.
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