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Chapter 1

SCARLETT O’HARA was not beautiful, but men
seldom @ realized it when caught by her charm® as the
Tarleton twins were. In her face were too sharply blended
the delicate® features® of her mother, a coast aristocrat®
of French descent®, and the heavy ones of her florid®
Irish father. But it was an arresting face, pointed of chin,
square of jaw. Her eyes were pale green without a touch
of hazel®, starred with bristly black lashes 2 and slightly
tilted at the ends. Above them, her thick black brows
slanted upward, cutting a startling oblique® line in her
magnolia ®-white skin—that skin so prized by Southern
women and so carefully guarded with bonnets®, veils and

mittens against hot Georgia suns.
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New Words

(seldom [ 'seldom ] adv. fR7>
@charm [tfa:m] n. g1
(B)delicate [ -delikit] adj. tRHERI
(@feature [ *fistfa] n. $E
(aristocrat [ ‘eristokret ] n. FHK
(©descent [di'sent] n. If4E
@florid [florid] adj. £L¥AK), 4
Xy, HREH
(®hazel ['heizal] n. A, HBA
@lash [1zf] n. REEE
oblique [o°blizk] adj. #H
(@magnolia [mag naulia] n. &

@bonnet [‘bonit] n. 4Kk#l
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Chapter 6

She closed the door except for a crack® and tried to
make her heart beat more slowly. She tried to remember
just exactlyswhat she had planned last night to say to
Ashley, but she couldn’t recall @ anything. Had she
thought up something and forgotten it—or had she only
planned that Ashley should say something to her? She
couldn’t remember, and a sudden cold fright fell upon
her. If her heart would only stop pounding in her ears,
perhaps she could think of what to say. But the quick
thudding only increased as she heard him call a final
farewell® and walk into the front hall.

All she could think of was that she loved him—every—
thing about him, from the proud™® lift of his gold head to
his slender dark boots, loved his laughter even when it
mystified® her, loved his bewildering silences. Oh, if only
he would walk in on her now and take her in his arms, so
she would be spared the need of saying anything. He must
love her—"“Perhaps if I prayed®—" She squeezed® her
eyes tightly and began gabbling® to herself, “Hail Mary,
full of grace—"

“Why, Scarlett! ” said Ashley’s voice, breaking in
through the roaring in her ears and throwing her into utter®

confusion®. He stood in the hall peering at her through the
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New Words

Qcrack [krek ] n. 288

@recall [rika:l] v. M[E
@farewell [ fea'wel ] n. 4554
@proud [praud ] adj. BMAY
Gmystify [ ‘mistifai] v. AB
@pray [prei] v. #i#

(Dsqueeze [skwizz] v. KM
@gabbie ['gzbl] v 2R A MMIHIE
@utter [ata] adj. B
®confusion [kanfju:zen] n. #iAL

MMIE - BEEE GO - i




a0y a iy o vie
\ie. e a mick® Gone with_the Wind
SESNNNN

partly opened door, a quizzical siile on his face.

“Who are you hiding from—Charles or the
Tarletons?”

She gulped¥. So he had noticed how the men had
swarmed @ about her! How unutterably dear he was
standing there with his eyes twinkling®, all unaware of
her excitement. She could not speak, but she put out a
hand and drew him into the room. He entered, puzzled
but interested. There was a tenseness® about her, a glow®
in her eyes that he had never seen before, and even in the
dim light he could see the rosy flush® on her cheeks.
Automatically he closed the door behind him and took
her hand.

“What is it?” he said, almost in a whisper.

At the touch of his hand, she began to tremble?. Tt
was going to happen now, just as she had dreamed it. A
thousand incoherent thoughts shot through her mjnd,.and
she could not catch a single one to mould® into a word.
She could only shake and look up into his face. Why
didn’t he speak?

“What is it?” he repeated. “A secret to tell me?”

Suddenly she found her tongue and just as suddenly all
the years of Ellen’s teachings fell away, and the forthright
Irish blood of Gerald spoke from his daughter’s lips.

“Yes—a secret. I love you. ”

®

For an instant?, there was a silence so acute® it seemed
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New Words

Dgulp [galp] v. FRS
®@swarm [sworm] v. =
@rwinkle [ twigkl] v. [N
(@xenseness [ ‘tensnis ] n. 3K
®glow [glau] n. Bk, KT
@ftush [flaf] v. R4T
(@rrembie [ rembl ] v. £
®mould [mould] v. ¥6%
@instant [ instent] n. A %
WOacute (o'kjust] adj. BIFLEY
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that neither of them even breathed. Then the trembling
fell away from her, as happiness and pride surged” through
her. Why hadn’t she done this before? How much
simpler than all the ladylike manoeuvrings she had been
taught. And then her eyes sought his.

There was a look of consternation in them, of
incredulity @ and something more—what was it? Yes,
Gerald had looked that way the day his pet hunter® had
broken his leg and he had had to shoot him. Why did she
have to think of that now? Such a silly thought. And why
did Ashley look so oddly and say nothing? Then
something like a well-trained mask came down over his
face and he smiled gallantly.

“Isn’t it enough that you've collected every other
man’s heart here today? “ he said, with the old, teasing,
caressing note in his voice. "Do you want to make it
unanimous ®? Well, you’ve always had my heart, you
know. You cut your teeth on it.”

Something was wrong—all wrong. This was not the
way she had planned it. Through the mad tearing of ideas
round and round in her brain, one was beginning to take
form. Somehow—for some reason—Ashley was acting as
if he thought she was just flirting® with him. But he knew
differently. She knew he did.

“Ashley—Ashley—tell me—you must—oh, don’t

tease ® me now! Have I your heart? Oh, my dear, I

, Learn English By Reading Original Works
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New Words

Dsurge [sa:d3] v. WA AT

@incredulity [ inkri-djuzlati]n PFEE

hunter [hanta] n. A H

@unanimous [ju-nznimas ) adj.
—HREH

Gtirt [flazt] v. I, RF

Brease [1isz] v. W%
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His hand went across her lips swiftly. The mask ¥ was
gone.

“You must not say these things, Scarlett! You
mustni’t. You don’t mean them. You’ll hate yourself for
saying them, and you’ll hate me for hearing them! ”

She jerked her head away. A hot swift® current was
running through her.

“I couldn’t ever hate you. I tell you I love you and I
know you must care about me because——" She stopped.
Never before had she seen so much misery® in anyone’s
face. “Aghley, do you care — you do, don’t you?’

“Yes,” he said dully. “I care.”

If he had said he loathed her, she could not have
been more frightened ® . She plucked ® at his sleeve,
speechless.

“Scarlett,” he said, “can’t we go away and forget
that we have ever said these things?".

“No,” she whispered. “I can’t. What do you mean?
Don’t you want to~—to marry me?”

He replied. “I'm going to marry Meianie.”

Somehow she found that she was sitting on the low
velvet chair and Ashley, on the hassock at her feet, was
holding both her bands in his, in a hard grip®. He was
saying things—things that made no sense. Her mind was
quite blank, quite empty of all the thoughts that had
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New Words

(Dmask [ mazsk ] n. T8
@swift [ swift] adj. F#RY
@miscry ["mizori) n. ¥ T &
@frighten [ “fraiton | v, HF
(Bpluck [ plak ] v. #iL4E

®grip grip] n. K18
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surged through it only a moment before, and his words
made no more impression ¥’ than rain on glass. They fell
on unhearing ears, words that were swift and tender and
full of pity, like a father speaking to a hurt child.

The sound of Melanie’s name caught in her
consciousness and she looked into his crystal®-grey. eyes.
She saw in them the old remoteness that had always
baffled her—and a look of self-hatred.

“Father is to announce? the engagement“\:D tonight.
We are to be married soon. I should have told you, but I
thought you knew. I thought everyone knew—had
known for years. I never dreamed® that you—you’ve
many beaux. I thought Stuart —"

© were beginning

Life and feeling and comprehension
to flow back into her.

“But you just said you cared for me.”

His warm hands hurt hers.

“My dear, must you make me say things that will hurt
you?”

Her silence pressed him on.

“How can I make you see these things, my dear? You
who are so young and unthinking that you do not know
what marriage means.”

“I know I love you.”

“Love isn’t enough to make a successful marriage

when two people are as different as we are. You would
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