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Preface

China's flower culture is an integral part of the Chinese national culture with a history of 5,000 years an.d lotus culture
is one of the most charming and dazzling components in China's flower culture. China has a long hlstory of lotus
cultivation. The lotus culture so incubated is broad and deep, which involves wide fields and impregnates into every
aspect of people's life, poem, ode calligraphy, painting, music, dance, paper-cut, embroidery, legendary tale,
architectural decoration, industrial art, utensil, delicacy, photographic art, stamp, coin, trademark and magcard...
really a feast for the eyes. Consequently, it will be a complicated and huge system project to conduct an overall
exploration of the involution of China's lotus culture and promote to carry it forward. In the recent 20 years, I have
successively read several books about China's lotus culture, which serves as an introduction and requires a large
quantity of intensive and meticulous work. “Guangchang Lotus Culture” aims at a county and shortens the geographic
range while its content is all-inclusive, which indicates the profound details and abundant source materials of lotus
culture of Guangchang county; as well as the far-reaching complex and firm root of Guangchang people in the lotus.
In 2002, “Guangchang White Lotus Record” was published. It was unprecedented that a small county in mountainous
area would write “Record” for a produce. Several years later, another book on local lotus culture was compiled, which
was also the original. The two books have their respective emphases, which supplement each other. Actually, they are
sister books spreading and carrying on the local lotus culture, which are welcome.

Looking through “Guangchang Lotus Culture”, I'm really touched by the full and accurate content, strict structure and
quite a few features.

First, it pays equal attention to the historical lotus culture and modern lotus culture. Guangchang has at least 1,300
year's history of lotus planting. During the long period, all kinds of phenomena about lotus culture permeating with
the ups and downs of lotus industry are dispersedly deposited in the remote wilderness of mountain area. When the
lotus culture is dug out, a down-stroke is given on the new chapters of leading act of outer space breeding and external
exchange of the county and the individualities are vividly described.

Second, the lotus culture activities are combined with the market economy. The lotus is a pillar industry for
development of local economy in Guangchang County and the most advantageous product to lead farmers go rich.
Each activity about lotus culture conducted in Guangchang is all without exception related with the active market
economy. For instance, on June 26 in each lunar year, Dahe village, Chishui Town in the county has the folk custom to
hold “Lotus God Prince Temple Fair”. On that day, a crowd of lotus planters uplifts the statue of lotus god, holds up
colorful banners, plays the gong and drum, sets off firecrackers, drops round the villages for a parade to show the
respect to the lotus god and pray for a harvest. That day is also the material exchange fair of Chishui Town. Villagers
from the surrounding area and inhabitants and traders of the border area in Fujian and Guangdong provinces come to
do business and thus activate the market of Chishui Town and vigorously develop the town economy. It is seldom seen
in other places to record the lotus cultural activities of such “thriving the business basing on lotus” in a book.

Third, it is book of lotus culture and also a popular science reading with excellent picture and accompanying essay.
The author gives a concise account of the brief history of the lotus foot, the processing technology of lotus seed white,
high-tech breeding technology, Guangchang's lotus food cuisine and other special chapters, which integrates
information, science and fun. When pondering it over, you will specially feel the strong local flavor of Guangchang's
lotus culture.

Fourth, though every region has its own folk custom, Guangchang is unique as everything and every place is so
closely related with lotus, the material objects reserved among the people are so rich and the story narrated is so
attractive. Living examples cover the whole book and I won't give unnecessary details here.

In the outset, the collection of these scattered and hidden materials was just as fishing for a needle in the ocean, a
tough task! It needs a person with high aspiration, determination, attachment to hometown and craziness about lotus,
who makes nothing of hardships, bustles from one village to another, selects scenes and takes photos and collects the
materials through accumulation over a long period. The crazy person is just the author of the book- Mr. Fu Zhenguo,
one of the former leaders of Guangchang County who is now retired. I got to know Mr. Fu when I came to Guangchang
to attend the first national lotus foot seminar in 1990. It was a good chance for my attachment to lotus. Later, we met
on several national lotus fairs, gradually got familiar and became friends. Mr. Fu is amiable, honest and sincere. He
loves his hometown and would like to do some real things for his hometown with the afterglow of his life. He was the
promoter and chief editor of the former “Guangchang White Lotus Record” and then worked with his mind and labor
to compile “Guangchang Lotus Culture”. A book is spiritual food. To be exact, a book is the crystallization of spiritual
strength, idea and wisdom. The book “Guangchang Lotus Culture” is worth reading and the lofty character, demeanor
and devotion of the author is more worth of admiration!

I believe that the publishing of “Guangchang Lotus Culture” will not only let more Chinese and foreign people to
!(now Gugngchang and promote the lotus industry in Guangchang area to go strong; but also arouse interest of people
in lotus circles, to expand the field of lotus research, especially the more in-depth exploration of the lotus culture, and
make new contribution to the flower culture of our country. I respectfully dedicate the above words as a preface. ,

February 26, 2006
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