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Abstract

Competition is the nature and basic element of the market economy. Under market economy
the essence of regional economic development lies in interregional competition. Any region must
establish a superiority in its overall economic competitiveness in order to survive and develop in
the fierce market competition. Overall competitiveness of provincial economy refers to the
province’s attraction to the resources and acquisition of the market shares in the larger region. It
can also be defined as the capacity to distribute optimally all the resources within and outside the
province.

Due to the historical task to greatly develop our socialist market economy and the situation
that we are currently at the primary stage of socialism, developing provincial cconomy on a larger
scale and enhancing its overall competitiveness is an inevitable choice to ensure that China will
always win in the tide of globalization, as well as an urgent need to strengthen China’s overall
power and realize “China’s Rise in Peace”. It is also a basic requirement in order to cultivate
and implement scientific development outlook, and adhere to the “five overall plans and
development”. As a strategic initiative to build a well-off society in an all-round way and to set
up socialist modernization, it also constitutes an effective way and key point for the provincial
Party committees and governments to fulfill their duties. The process and standard of China’s
economic development is to some extent determined by the growth of provincial economy.
Increasing the overall economic competitiveness at the provincial level have become the highlight
among the decision-makers for the strategic development on regional economy, as well as the
scholars in the academic circles, and thus become an important subject for them to explore and
come up with a solution.

Based on the basic thoughts, viewpoints and methodology of Marxism, the present study
uses cross-disciplinary theories such as economics, politics, and sociology, to illustrate the
importance and necessity to study, evaluate and upgrade the overall competitiveness of provincial
economy in all-round ways and from different perspectives. It draws on the latest findings of
research outcomes both at home and abroad and gives a scientific definition to the term. It
analyzes the features, trends and reasons of the overall competitiveness of China's provincial
economy at different stages of the present period. It sets up models and scientific system an

scientific objective and systematic principles, as well as principles of fairness, feasibility and
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comparability, for the overall competitiveness of provincial economy that conform to the reality in
China. In an all-round and scientific way, this book analyzes and compares the overall
competitiveness of provincial economy from 1998 to 2004 in 31 provinces in China, excluding
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. It sheds light on the characteristics and relative distinctions of
the economic competitiveness among different types and levels of development, as well as their
competitive strengths and weaknesses respectively. It studies the evolutionary paths at different
levels and therefore can be valuable for promoting China’s overall competitiveness of provincial

economy both in theory and in practice.

Key Words: Regional economy Competitiveness Overall competitiveness

of Provincial economy Evaluation and analysis
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