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Lesson 1

A New Type of Advertisement

 There is a new type of small advertisement becoining in-

creasmgly common in newspaper classified columns'. It is some-

s e, st

times placed among “situations vacant™ ,although it does not of-
fer anyone a job, and sometimes it appears among “situations
wanted”, although it is not placed byv sor;;ne looking for a job
either. What it does is to offer help in applying for a job.

Coxjf_qct us before writing your application”, or “Make use
of our l;ng experlence in preparlng your curriculum vitae' or job
histoty”, is how it is usually expressed The growth and appar-
ent success of such a specialised service is, of course, a reflection
on the current high levels of unemployment, It is also an indica-
tion of the ‘gr;)wmg importance of the curriculum vitae (or job
history), with the suggestion that it may now qualify as an art
form in its own right®.

There was a time when job seekers simply wrote letters of
application. “Just put down your name, address, age and
whether you have passed any exams”, was about the. average ley-
el of advice offered to young people applying for theu: flrst jobs
when 1 left school. The letter was really just for openers, it was
explained, everything else could and should be saved for the in-
terview. And in those days of full employment the technique
worked. The letter proved that you could write and were avail-
able for work. Your eager face and intelligent replies did the

sl



rest.

Later, as you moved up the ladder®, something slightly
more sophisticated was called for. The advice then was to put
something in the letter which would distinguish you from the
rest. It might be the aggressive approach. “Your search is over.
1 am the person you are looking for,” was a widely used trick
that occasionally succeeded. Or it might be some special feature
specially designed for the job in view.

There is no doubt, however, that it is the increasing num-
ber of applicants with university education at all points in the
process of engaging staff that has led to the greater iinportance

of the curriculum vitae.
New Words

advertisement n. [ 4&

classified a. M

vacant a. kY

application =». i

apparent a. HIB&Y;REH
specialized a. |7

reflection ». B

unemployment 2. %k

indication n. BR

qualify vi. FRHE;BURPEHE
available o. BEE(THEH); B (FEIDY
sophisticated a. XM
aggressive a. BEBUMAY; R
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trick 2. %]
applicant ». HiFA
process =n. iTFE
staff n. (2HRR

Phrases & Expressions

apply for HiF

make use of F|fH

put down ET

call for TE

distinguish. . . from f§ieeeees X4 F
in view ﬁ%’:ﬁg;&%ﬁvﬁﬁﬁ
at all points FE& N

in the process of =~ FEs+eee FEP

Notes

newspaper classified columns : ALK&,
situations vacant. IR &AL, i
situations wanted; SRR ¥, | .

curriculum vitae: CREREZEFDOEH.

in its own right : & SV (R RS,

as you moved up the ladder: 4RI E 74,

AR S A

Comprehension Questions

1. The purpose of this new type of advertisement is



A) to offer advice to job-hunters.

B) to provide jobs for unemloyed people.

C) to tell people where they can get well-paid jobs.

D) to inform employers of how important curriculum vitae
are.

. The success of this specialized service makes people think

badly of

A) newspaper advertisements.

B) current high levels of unemployment.

C) job-seekers competing for jobs.

D) employers who are indiffferent to job-hunters.

. What did a job-hunter do in the past?

A) He just wrote a letter of application informfn’g the employ-
er of his education.

B) He telephoned the employer informing him that he would
like to take the job.

C) He first filled out a job application and then had an inter-
view with the employer.

D) He first wrote an application letter and then had 4n inter-
view with the employer.

. It can be inferred from the selection that in the past

A) jobs were hard to get.

B) jobs were easy to obtain.

C) a lot of pedple were unemployed.

D) few people wanted to take part-time jobs.

. The curriculum vitae beeomes more and more important for a

person when he hunts a job because

A) jobs are not so easy to obtain as they were in the past.

e 4



B) there has been an increase in the number of jobs adver-
tised.

C) there has been an increase in the number of applicants
with university education.

D) other ways of applying for jobs are more complicated.



Lesson 2

Dinner or Supper?

More than three years after moving from Australia to this
remote part of England, we are still learning how things are done
here.

Not too long after we arrived and unpacked , we were invited
for a “drink on Sunday morning” by a retired couple nearby. We
got there about noon, to find the living-room crowded —lots of
chat and discussions, and in all a very jolly occasion.

Trouble was, there was no food —no self-respecting Aus-
tralian would regard a tray of crisps as food. In Sydney',when
you are invited for a drink any time after midday on a Sunday,
you know you will be fed as well as watered and you plan accord-
ingly’. Meaning the hardworked little woman® makes no plans to
cook lunch because you are eating out.

By one-fifteen my stomach was sending up please explains”
to me*. Even the crisps had gone. There was nothing we could
do except wait, and wonder if the hostess was going to perform
some magic and feed us fashionably late. Then, as quickly as if
word had spread that there was free beer at the local pub, the
room emptied. By one-forty-five there were only a few guests
left, so we decided to go home. Tinned soup for lunch that day
because the little woman was not really interested in real cooking
for us.

A few weeks ago we were invited out for “supper” and the

« G



hostess suggested 8. 15. Ah, we thought greedily, this is going
to be the real thing.

We dressed with some care —1I putting on my one dark suit—
and arrived on time. My wife looked pretty good, I thought—lit-
tle black dress and so on. But when we walked in I had a terrible
feeling we had got the night wrong because the hostess was
dressed in a daytime kind of way and the husband was in jeans
and an open—néck‘ shirt". But no, we were greeted and shown into
the sitting-room.

After a drink I looked around and saw that this was indeed a
superior cottage because it had a (more or less) separate dining-
room. But there were no signs of a table‘setting.‘; Not again| 1
thought. Were we meant to eat before we came? I decided that in
future my wife and I would always carry a chocolate bar. About
9. 30 our hostess went out of the room, saying something about
food. Ten minutes later she returned and asked us to follow. We
were led out to the kitchen. .. There on the table were country-
style plates and a huge bowl of soup, rough bread and all the
makings of a simple meal. And that is what it was. In other
words we had not read the signals right when we were invited for
“supper”. H they want you to come to dinner,they say so, and
you know that means dark suits and so on. If they mean supper,
they say it, and you get fed in the kitchen.. .

If they make such a distinction between “dinner” and “sup-
per”, does this mean we were not worth making an all out effort
for? Candles, best silver and all the rést?

It is enough to give a person a complex. When you think
about it, it’s pretty depressing. They must use the dining-room

o T



sometimes, because they had all those high-backed chairs’ and

candle-holders.

New Words

unpack vi. {TFFITEMETHEEGEETHWERE
chat n. WKWK

jolly a.  HIEN, RGRE
self-respecting a. A HE.DH
tray n. f&T;8.B

crisp n. THEELE R
accordingly ad. UL, M
magic n. AR

fashionably ad. &F& 0k
pub n. (FO/NHTE

tinned a. 3N

greedily ad. #i1Hs; i8EH
jeans n. {FEE

superior a. K

cottage  n. /MR ;FIE

bar n. %

distinction =». X3l

complex »n. {4 LHMEE
depressing a. S AH#EMH
candle-holder n. B3R



