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Chapter |

An advice from others may help one’s

defects.

This chapter focuses on the international
evolution of English Immersion Teaching
from an open vision and the writers will
constantly seek, borrow and absorb the
advanced teaching experience from

abroad .



Chapter |

English Immersion Teacher Evaluation and Feedback Form
(EI-TEFF) : Collaborative Development Process

Shawnee State University Xiaodan Huang
Ohio University Chillicothe Barbara Trube

Abstract The article describes the process of developing the English Immersion Teacher
Evaluation and Feedback Form (EI-TEFF) for the immersion program. A pilot study in the Xi’an
area using the first version of the form is reported. Based on the analysis of both quantitative and
qualitative data from the pilot study, a revised version of the EI-TEFF is proposed.
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I . Introduction

Successful experiences with the English language immersion project in China has led the researchers and
practitioners an increasing interest in finding a systematic, data-driven support to measure the effectiveness of
immersion teaching practice. The CCUEI Collaborative research agenda specifies that a teaching evaluation
instrument be developed and implemented across all immersion schools and classrooms to help collect data on
teaching effectiveness ( Qiang, 2003). Such data, used scientifically, would better inform researchers of the
immersion teachers’ needs as the basis for planning professional development activities, and for the purpose of

program evaluation.

The intention of this paper is to report the process of developing an evaluation instrument for observing,
assessing and providing feedback to EI teachers, as part of the response to the need of building a standardized
evaluation system for the immersion program. We will describe the underlying assumptions of the design of the
English Immersion Teacher Evaluation and Feedback Form (EI-TEFF) and the pilot study of the first version of
the form in the Xi’an area. Based on the data analysis of the pilot study, we will then present our
recommendations leading to a revised version of the EI-TEFF instrumént.

Il . Assumptions of the EI-TEFF Design

Several items motivated the development of the instrument and the assignment of domains and criteria of the EI-
TEFF. They included: (1) What factors do EI teachers consider when planning for effective instruction? (2)
How does the environment support effective EI teaching and leamning? (3) What factors make up effective EI
instruction? (4) What is the professional role of the EI teacher? Data used to initiate these four questions were
collected from two main categories of sources. The first was derived from data on authentic immersion teaching,
which included documentation in the form of anecdotal records; informal and formal observation and feedback

sessions with teachers, observers, coaches and mentors; informal analysis of video and photographs of teaching



