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Naguib Mahfous

Born in Cairo in 1911, Naguib Mahfous is an Egyptian novelist. He began
writing when he was seventeen. His first novel Mockery of the Fates was published
in 1939 and ten more were written before the Egyptian Revolution in July 1952.
The publication of The Cairo Trilogy (1957 )—Palace Walk (1956 ), Palace of
Desire (1957) and Sugar Street (1957 )—made him famous throughout the Arabic
world as a depicter of traditional urban life. With Children of the Alley (1959), he
began writing in a new vein, making a lavish use of allegory and symbolism.
He is now the author of no fewer than thirty novels, more than a hundred short
stories, and more than two hundred articles. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for
literature in 1988 for “[w]ho, through works rich in nuance—now clear-sightedly
realistic, now evocatively ambiguous—has formed an Arabian narrative art that
applies to all mankind” .
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In this text, the author narrates his first day experience at school. The author
uses a strategy commonly used in fiction writing—the protagonist returns after
being absent for a short time to find everything changed beyond recognition.
This technique is often used to emphasize rapid changes in society.

The text can be conveniently divided into three parts. The first part (Paras.
1-7) is about the boy’s misgivings about school. He found it hard to be away
from home and his mom, and thought school was a punishment. The second
part (Paras. 8-16) describes how the boy felt about school. He found that life
at school was rich and colorful in many ways, although it also required disci-
pline and hard work. In the last part of the text, the boy walked out of the
school to find that the outside world had changed beyond measure and that he
had grown into an old man.

RXAR T XBEEEE K EFHER EERAT /ML ERN—FEE
B9, MEANEEE LG, FRAR—-NEHEASE B2, XHETERA
SRR A2 HREARLL,

BROCAT LA sy =3R4y B — A LR EAA B AT RS R BUR
f R BB 8 R AR — R EME AR, I BV FE R —FED], 8B
AR EALNBIEREIERNEE, MRABARAFRECBRERIES 1%
I B#ERAEFSTRAEBENRETBRN ., XERGF 40,/ NBBGER¥R,
RBVMEAH R ZE T BAEMAEL, ACHEZR T £k,

RIER
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Choose the statement that best explains your understanding of the text:

l.c 2. a 3.d 4. a



SR 5188

(— ) RC
1. beneficial adj. A 38, HAK
[#5i4])The climate here is beneficial to the health. X B IS EHE M TR,
The arms limitation agreement is beneficial to all countries.

AR R I BT A EREAF

[ZR.
2.

W2 :beneficial birds 285 a beneficial association HBIH &

¥4 :beneficial, profitable, advantageous

EAFEINEH BN HWBE, beneficial A R TRBRRAE
+ ,f:a temperate climate beneficial to the health (BRI TREN
AR ) . profitable H KB Y F 25 A FHIOAME, 40 profitable
speculation on the stock market (7&REEmi LKA FI A B ) ;
a profitable meeting to resolve difficulties (BFTREEEASW)
advantageous HHEFERXT M E FEURIhAOHIA T T T36E, 10 - signed
a contract that is advantageous to our company (&7 —IXIRATL
A M4 TR ) sfound it socially advantageous to entertain often and
well ( BHZH S ABEHBEHFMATERS ERBIRAFRIOBR) o

(4 5% enefit n. F25, 5740 vt BT AT
2. cling vi. (clung, clung) OREQME , KB, HH , KHOETF, B
[44] ]JHe was wet through and his clothes clung to his body.
R E T, KBRES L.
She suddenly felt dizzy and clung to the rails.
b ZE SRR B —RERL B, AR IVERE T
My father is a person who clings to old ideas.

ki
[Zall.

2.

SER—AEFIEMEHA

#H2.cling to the rope JREAR cdling to a purpose/outdated customs
IR E/EBSFEH cling to the last hope HIERGHE

Hi#T .adhere, clutch, cling

adhere (to)EE 3 “REFH, bR ; ~F, 'B+F” , M :a stamp adhering to a
postcard ( RZEHAfE A LAOHESE ) o X 4A: They failed to adhere to our
original agreement. ( fBfi1REEBFRIVFEHPN. ) TR IEFFRT,
adhere to 5 B FHRMRAEN WA%, cluch By “YUE, ¥
8", fn:fall into the clutches of criminal gang (HEARREANE
% ) ;A drowning man will cluich at a straw. (HREBIEMAZE—RB
BB, )cling (0)FRRMES, LA X, & —FEBRKBIHY



