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INTRODUCTION I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of an idiom dictionary is to explain precisely the
meaning of idioms and metaphors and their uses, so that the user
may make full use of them in speaking or writing to express an idea
more succinctly and eloquently. A number of Chinese idiom diction-
aries of different kinds have already appeared on the market, but
when the student of Chinese meets with certain problems in the
course of writing or studying the language, they are of little help.
For instance, he may wish to use an idiom to express an idea,
describe a condition, an event or a situation but does not know if
any such idiom exists, or he may have an idiom which he can use but
is not satisfied with and wishes to find a few others with similar or
allied meaning with which to replace it. Again, he may wish to
substitute a hackneyed or stale idiom with another, but is unable to
think of any. Existing idiom dictionaries will be of little assistance
in such cases, for what is needed is a list of synonymous idioms
readily available for reference, consultation, choice and use. The
present dictionary is compiled in view to meet these needs. Thus the
3,000- odd idioms collected here are classified according to their
meanings, implied or otherwise, and listed under different subject
headings. By finding the appropriate subject heading, the user can
obtain a number of idioms to choose from, as well as bilingual
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explanations and translation models.

The editors would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to all
those who provided their opinions, support, encouragement and
help—especially to Zhou Xiangwen, Chen Xiaoman and Li Yuan.

The editors
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A B 3000 S AR AW RERE, EPAE—H2UA W
BiE,
KABEARERE 20 % (), WAL, £iF. AWE, £XX
ARETFH, BHEUFE, SMFENRAERERL, FEATHAE
& X HE KAL) — R R E. BAREHAICEHET. HEB X,
RIE S S R k4. SR B W U R A E
SRR, FHFXRBRATH RN B,

ABR DEBE”. DEREE” M, BRUMA O KAFAK
XAF” DB EH . MHR ¥ T o R B4 E R
WEA.

BEERN KR EFRAE—ARE, B A RETH A,
ThEERS “DALE” PHRBEAABRNE—X (), KE
EW pREE”, RE5REBAAEWRE, Tl AR T
Sl BB T TR, REFENRE, . FER—ABE “48”
BRIE, BLRTULES “DREE” +BF—X5 “SB” H%7
BAKE ALK, B B - R KB TREARARE., R2E
EPERME” HHAK, HEE D FHEED “AEB”, RE N
WA M2 RERETEE - ARBENRE. - HEIHE
RIBWHE, REEN “DAEEEX 3" +ER “climate” 5
“weather”, B FE +H 4, BE+ALEE D) F,
BHFXIECH—ARETH, BFIHES R XK ARML
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Wy IE B HE P — R
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M EFBRZT. '



Guide to the Use of the Dictionary B Vi

Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

This dictionary not only includes some 3,000 common Chinese
idioms, but also a fair number of colloquial sayings that have
become current usage in recent years.

The dictionary is composed of a text and four indexes. All
3,000 idioms are classified into 20 main categories. Each category
is further divided into a number of sections, each with a subject
heading. Under these headings are listed synonymous idioms with a
meaning consistent with the heading. All subject headings have
English translations, in the text each idiom is followed by its
phonetic transcription and an explanation of the idiom first in
English and then in Chinese. Finally, an example is given in both
Chinses and English. The explanations in English and Chinese are
short and to the point, and no interpretation of the Chinese
characters is supplied, nor is its origin or source traced. The
examples given cover subjects of general topical interest.

For the convenience of readers, apart from the main categories
and subject headings, this dictionary provides an index of subject
headings in English.

How to find the right idiom

First look through the list of Main Categories of Classified

Idioms to see which one appears closest to the idea you wish to
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express, then find the corresponding category number in the list
Idioms Classified According to Subject Headings in Chinese. Check
through to find the subject heading closest to your meaning. For
example, for an idiom describing certain aspects of weather,
Category 19 Time, Space, Quantity is the nearest category and 19
(4) climate, weather is the subject heading under which some 20
idioms are listed giving descriptions of different weather conditions.
Another approach would be to use the Index of Idiom Subject
Headings in English in alphabetical order by looking directly for
“climate” or “weather” and one would also find 19(4) (i.e. Main
Category 19, Subject Heading (4)).

When an idiom you know fails to satisfy your need,
synonymous ones for comparison or choice may be found by looking
directly under the known idiom entry, or by using the Index, you
can find this idiom in the text. This will give you the category and
subject heading under which you will find your idiom together with
its synonyms. For example, supposing you know the idiom jian chi
bu yu (¥, meaning persistent, but you want another one.
First look in the index, then consult the text and you will find this
idiom is in Category 5, Subject Heading(3). Therefore you will find
all its synonyms under Category 5, Subject Heading(3). More than
one page number indicates that the idiom appears under several
different subject headings.



BT evevemesemmsmersrste oot 1
Introduction

2 E e T P PP I\
Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

AYFERU evvveerrereeemmmstereeentiit e i
Main Categories of Classified 1dioms

AYBEHI [ -+ oevermmrmverrreresmmmnnee et e ettt e 1
Idioms Classified According to Subject Headings

T S et ettt e 1
The Thesaurus

Ay KA L BT vvveereees ettt ettt tear et raseseataraaatareraans 547
Index of Idiom Subject Headings in English

DUBPETE D] - evoreerrererr e 567

Index by Chinese Pinyin



S EH

T+#>r\->l¢ﬁ1§lllll |

+x
++t
+A
+h

SHEEHR

Main Categories of Classified Idioms

ST E
TTRY
A4  Human Life 1
H 1%  Circumstances and Conditions of Life 4
A#) People 6
&% Affections ‘ 9
3% Cultivation of Character 12
18 Moral Excellence 15
SE&FT  Evil Doings, Wicked Acts 17
Big  Political Affairs 20
FH Military Affairs 23
it Legal Matters 25
M4 Economics, Finance 27
#HEH - ¥ Education, Art, Literature 29
%32 Social Intercourse 32
51t Speech and Discussion 35
B% - W
Deliberations, Opinions, Observations 38
JE# - A Situation, Trends, State of Affairs 41
%% - B#  Administration, Management 43
¥FALEBE  Opposites 47
WflE] « z3(8] « (& Time, Space, Quantity 50
Z42  Miscellaneous 53

371
401
430
463
493
527



srR4nH 1.

sAEMHE

Idioms Classified According
to Subject Headings

MR A 5

.Y SRBR 3
Human life Ak 3
MR 3 kH - 4K
(DOWE - X KRE 3 disappointment,
happiness, joy iggg 2 despair .
Skl Al 1 - K&BFE 6
KEEE 1 @E2 - £a KB % 6
KRB 1 wish for, hope for FREFCES 6
LU HE 1 AE G 6
FHEB 1 —HEE 3 Lok -2 6
HERA 1 ABHEZR 4 RH2ZHRH 6
SE S 1 LRAE 4 B3 6
FEREW 1 DEEZ 4 ARt 6
BARE 1 EAAE 4 BRER 8
Beam 2 EFTH 4 BT IH 6
BEW K 2 L es L 7&K 7
g0t ] 2 mEEA& 4
REBH 2 ) P E= 4 1 XW- 3]
Bt 2 Seg ik 4 reputation, prestige
BRETE 2 RZAEB 4
BRI 2 BHEURF , 5 —BH#, Bt 7
BER 2 BAHFLE RaB ks — M AR A 7
BEBHF 2 B Rl 5 — R 7
BLEW 2 HEEpok 5 AFEE% 7
HESL 2 HIR K 5 A 4 St 7
W T A X 3 BE.L BT 5 KE M 7
HKOoBE 3 BIRER 5 Fi—HEE 7
SRR X 3 BRELLK 5 LN 1i7 8
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RMH

ARk
BEFER
SHark
BAZT, LR
BiEa

T A
HEEEE
2t 42

W % honour
AR R

K IEARFG
HERFER
KBRS
FEBILAT
ETHRIL, BTME
Vikixi %]
W& seek fame
REY

IR T
Ak S
kit ds 4

W A% B 8
W% 4 unknown
AR&te
BEEHE
ER T E
TN
EBFE
LA
KRBT HE

(5) Thi%k » Tha¥

merits, achievement
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Pl e )
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—#82Zh 10
AR 1
AR 11
o 5HiR 11
Hzh3s 11
FRE 11

JBh ik
R
A5 3457 8
RRZH
HTHIh
HHDIE
Woh S

WITE

B’ES

11
11
11
12
12
12
12

o112

12

€3]t
future prospects

MR

a bright future
KETH
AETE
BER
HENE
MEIH
AR xR

a hopeless future
LRI, AHBEIT
thigFkR
HERT
EB TR
FEKEE
MEXMWR each goes

his own way
REHLENZEE
EHE
EFAR
Wil
3 0=
FEREH
BRASGE

12
12
12
12
13
13

13
13
13
13

13

13
13
13
14

14
14
14

(DR - B

worry, anxiety

AXmE, vHIER
LHEEE
ETFHEB, ETESR
BRER
AKX

BtER, a1
BAHK
JEBZAE
EhHIE
BERR
#omE
AR SR
BEAE

RE R

RS R

Lo

BB EE

14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16

(8) W - W5

sorrow, grief

NS kS
LanTIE
A
AR E Y
VIR 3

16
16
16
16
16

SRR, BREGE

P R L
it
KIFEN
P E R
bR
RS L
¥ B
PoH R A B
AT
B HH
B L3S
By At

16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
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(9 RE - i secw-
rity, peace of mind

LRER 18
LB R 18
ARG 18
mEEEA 18
Bz, WM&z 18
HEME 18
H&—ut 18
HREFR AR 18
=% 707 A 19
AX—% 19
HiehE 19
BrARE - FAE
insecurity, uneasiness
19
+EATF 19
AANBSE 19
WA EHES 19
A AE 19
EREH 19
REAR%E 19
HBRAE 19
E/ -9 e) 20
WA M 20
Qo) fEkK - WK
danger, risk

RAR, BBRT 20

LB mE 20
4 ASE 20
By .20
fa i Rop 20
fERfFLZK 20
fapLmk 20
KA fE 20

BARD
E—B
¥ B Ss
BHHEX
&K BH
BARRY
AL
B2
M R
AL
HENR
REHD

21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
22
22
22

ADR%E -8R

calamity, disaster

Aotk
DEZE
RKAEAUNRE
KRN
ZMRK
TEShHERE

R FE
HERE
RERY
KAERE
el id
WKk, BEME
RFazn
JERXES
AT
3
KWZK
BEWE, BART
WAHAT
BN
Hkbed
BRTA
FrRBR
FrAkR

22
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24

B
WS, RAEER
YA
AR
WA T

24
24
25
25

(12) %%%F survival

hFE—H
SERZ
KR
HREZH, FEMAMR
FEE A
ROfKE
R A
HiFER M
KA
BARA#
AL EE
B2 EAE
WMRE
REBRE
BAEEE
brevity of life
ANEmEF
ALz
PREE

25
25
25
25

26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26

26
26
27
27

(13> 1= death

— RGP
—REAHR
ATY#E
=KkmE
KERF
HFER b
R
2 IASES
K
FEABH

27
27
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
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WHTFIEd 28 poverty stricken 31 BAB#M 34
FEAR AT 28 TKEBR K e 31 WREY 34
FHATFR 28 AR HBE 31 A= 35
WFLH 28 XA 31 IR, 35
LANELT ] 28 BAWA 31 WFirA 35
nawE 28 R4 F i 31 ELFHEE 35
HKEANT 28 BE B g 31 BERES A 35
ByEmA 28 FHE e 31 WRRR & 7E
RAMFE 29 Eit 3oy 31 live in retirement 35
BRKHE 29 BRI 32 Th 5B 35
S I B3 29 L. s AA: 32 HITHE 35
S 29 LA R=E 32 AWMBiE © 35
R R 29 PO L B 32 A3 bk 35
W E 29 Rarqg - 32 FIE R 36
L [Elb A BERNME Bk 4 36
self-destruction 29 comfortably-off 32 BRERE 36
AR LA 29 NRZ & 32 B 36
Sgig 29 Sg?ﬁ :Z BFEE make fun 36
7 9 6
B#ba 29 EREFL 32 %2;22 :6
Lk B3 30 T AR 32 ERTIE 36
BBk 30 WEEEE well-to-do 33 o 36
ES B #EE moribund 30 REEMR 33 _
— BT 30 PRTE IR 33 ,
H P 1 30 Boksk 0 33 @ !b's’é‘iﬂf& :
A&7 30 B AR 33 industrious and
A 30 -0y D 33 hardworking’
FIHH, 30 FY AR 33
51 3¢5 B8 30 BERKER 33 TR 36
B35 30 EXER 33 ABHGZ 36
WMEFBRE FEHY 37
= OHE " dissipated life - 33 oL F3 38 8 37
. BHE#% 33 PN 37
g:d':':sot::?::: AR 34 FARE 37
. KRk 34 REE T 37 37
HFERK 34 TR B 37
(DEFHR B BTE 3 BUNEOR 37
life styles TS 34 RS 4R 37
WHHEE idle life 34 RERA 37
WEEHE A% IEN 34 BEHE 37



SrRMH

HERE 37
wLIgkH 38
FEEaB 38
EbF2H 38
Ty 38
BEE 38
HHFEh 38
HWLFEHF 38
B 38
AL TE 38
BE TR 3 PR 39
KRR 39
B e 39
PR 39
WERE, FEMEE - 39
RIS 39
HRIKFE 39
BR%

leisure and comfort 39
—35 K& 39
PRIFIRE 39
XE—&1% 39
W lazy 40
B () ARBLEF
idle life 40
Qxr-w-&

clothing, food and

drink, lodging
W% clothing 40
— Rk 4D
RERR 40
N - 3uL) 40
R R 40
EHRE 40
TREER 40
BERES 40

WX A food and drink 40

iE72:2:4C 9]
HeER

40
40

KRITEAR, BEHRR

[BIBR F55
XY T
EHER
B
RRWE
NAER
WE R
BRI K
R 1k %
HERAE
LIPS
BRZR
33 ]
MEER lodging
SLHEZ
¥ K
R+ EIT
JE KB
Ak Py aE
Bz
EHKATH
ARITK
Bkt

41
41
41
41
41

41

41
41
41
41
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
43
43
43
43

(4) B&4T travel

AEZ) B
EEZ 1)
THEAH
T HE
B b
HERA
P A BH
R ApMp
R
Bk

43
43
43
43
44
44

.44

44

AT
BERAMN
EAERTE
¥l RH
BRKEE
LR N
L
Rl
HAR
chance meeting

A3 i 8
TR
ek A

44
44
44
44
44
45

45

45

45
45
45

(5) fiEM® health

W& strong
EEE 2N
-k
MR
KKK, FEFE
M
HREY
BRI TR

BB weak
RS
KRAE
B/REXR
BB, "

45
45

. 45

45

46
46
46
46
46
46
46
46

(6) %% illness

LR €3]
AENE
VIR 2 %
FERTER
FgEE
yox: A=Y
Ylyar s
B0

46
47
47
47
47
47
47
47



