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Johann Kuhnau

(April 2, 1660 - June 5, 1722)

Kuhnau was a notable German clavier composer. Afterbeingachoirboy, Johann's first
job was as cantor at Zittau. He moved to Leipzig, where in 1684 he became organist at St.
Thomas’s. Four years later Kuhnau founded a concert series there and became musical
director of the University. Meanwhile, he also found time to qualify as an advocate at law
and also to make translations from Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, and French. He even
wrote poetry. Kuhnau is credited with being the very first composer to write sonatas in
several movements which were not merely suites or dance tunes. He wrote two sets of

sonatas; the second set was based on Bible stories. The sonata in this volume tells the
famous story of David and Goliath.




Sonata Primma

(The Battle of David and Goliath)

I1 Combattimento tra David e Goliath.
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A Le bravate di goliath. (Goliath’s stamping and ranting) (1700)
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1l tremore degl’Israliti alla comparsa del Gigante, e la loro preghiera fatta a Dio.

(The trembling of the Israelites, and their prayer to God at the sight of this horrid enemy)
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1l Coraggio di David, ed il di lui ardore di rintuzzar I’orgoglio del nemico spaventevole, colla sua confidenza

messa nell’ajuto di Dio.

(The steadfastness at Uavia, his urge to crush the Giant’s boastful defiance, and his childlike trust in God’s help.)
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1l combattere fra I’uno e ’altro e la loro contesa.
(The challenging words exchanged between David and Goliath, and the fight itself.
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Vien tirata la selce colla frombola nella fronte del Gigante.
(The stone is slung into Goliath’s forehead)
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La fuga de’ Filistei, che vengono perseqvitati
ed amozzati dagl’ Israeliti.

tr (The flight of the Philistines.) ﬁ
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