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Nanjing is one of the famous ancient capitals of
China. Starting from the Kingdom of Wu some 1700
years ago, East Jin (317-420 A.D.), Song (420-479
A.D.), Qi (479-502 A.D.), Liang (502-557 A.D.), Chen
(557-? A.D.), South Tang (937-975 A.D.), Ming (1368-
1398 A.D., during the reign of Emperor Zhu
Yuanzhang), Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (1853-1864
A.D.) and the Republic of China (1912-1949 A.D.)
all established their capitals here. That's why Nanjing
is known as "the capital city of ten dynasties". Dating
back to the Warring States period (475-221 B.C.), the
state of Chu founded a city here named Jinling. In Qin
Dynasty (221-206 B.C.), it was renamed Moling, and
Jianye in the Kingdom of Wu, Jiankang in Jin Dynasty,
Nanjing in Ming dynasty, Jiangning in Qing Dynasty.
Under the reign of Republic of China, it became a
special administrative city in 1927 and was renamed
Nanjing in 1930. The location of the original Jinling
city in the state of Chu is near the Qingliang Hill. Wang
Dao in East Jin said, "Jiankang is the ancient J inling,"
So Jinling becomes another name for Nanjing.

Gulou (literally meaning the drum tower) of Nanjing
enjoys a rich culture heritage. Many people in the
history have lent their glories to the place. Some five
or six thousand years ago, the first primitive tribe
settled around the hillock of Gulou. Gulou also boasts
beautiful natural sceneries. In west of the city of
Nanjing stand the Stone City, the Qingliang Hill and
the Black Dragon Pool, representing the natural beauty
of mountain, water, and woods, as well as the
magnificence of the ancient city-wall. Behind the
Qingliang Hill stands the Stone City. During the
Kingdom of Wu, the emperor Sun Quan had the Stone
City built on the rocky hill where the city of Jinling
originally stood. The Stone City was safeguarded by

the city-wall. The middle section of the city-wall was
made of a kind of red rock, the surface of which looked
very ugly. Therefore the Stone City was sometime
called the City of Grimace. Rested upon the hill and
moated naturally by the Yangtze River, the Stone City
was of strategic importance and therefore won the
name of "Crouching tiger" (Stone city just likes a
crouching tiger). In the history of China, Gulou area
found favor in scholars and intellectuals of all times
and many of them chose to visit and live here. On the
Qingliang Hill, there is a Qingliang Temple. It was
named Xingjiao Temple in Five Dynasties (907-960
A.D.) During the reign of South Tang, a Qingliang
monastery was built here for the Taoist priests, and it
was said that Emperor Li Yu made it the royal summer
palace and lived here from time to time. During Tang
Dynasty (617-907), provincial governor Yan Zhenging
had a pond made alongside the Black Dragon Pool, to
set free the captive fishes. Later, a Captive-set-free
Monastery was built there. In Qing Dynasty, a
memorial temple was set up here to remember this
great statesman and calligrapher. Wei Yuan, the great
thinker of Qing Dynasty, built a house near the Black
Dragon Pool when he was 40, and he gave many
lectures on his political opinion and ideas here. Gong
Xian, the famous landscape painter of early Qing
Dynasty, built a "Half-mu-garden" at the foot of the
Qingliang Hill, where he planted flowers and bamboo
and wrote many essays with the penname "a monk
sweeping the fallen leaves". He lived in a cottage
called "Sweeping Fallen Leaves", where he created
Qingliang in Greens and many other famous landscape
paintings. He was entitled "eight master painters of
Jinling", the other seven being Fan Qi, Gao Cen, Zou
Ji, Wu Hong, Ye Xin, Hu Cao and Xie Sun, all of whom



lived in the early period of the Qing Dynasty. Ye Xin
created many landscape paintings of Qingliang Hill
and the Stone City; Wu Hong created the vivid Mochou
Lake. Although we are not sure whether they lived
around the area of Gulou, their paintings and other
things all indicate that they were somehow specially
linked with Gulou.

In 1930s, Xu Beihong, one of the greatest painters
of China, had lived in the District of Gulou for quite a
long time. From 1950s and on, the Fine Art School of
Nanjing Normal University (which used to be the
painting section of the Art department of the former
Central University), the Fine Art School of Nanjing
Art Institute (which used to be the former Fine Art
department of the Southeast Art College in Wuxi) and
Jiangsu National Painting Salon (established in 1957)
were all located in Gulou District and made Gulou the
centre of Nanjing's art activities. The three institutes
gathered a number of famous artists. Most of them
lived in the District of Gulou. They had exerted great
influence on art and educational activities, and
contributed a lot to the prosperity of art in Gulou. They
are the pride of Gulou District and the pride of the
Chinese Nation.

The "Culture of Jinling Gulou"” book series are
among the most important cultural projects of Gulou
District. The publication of the book series is a major
measure to implement “the three representatives” and
to strengthen the construction of spiritual civilization.
The Ninth CPPCC has undertaken this task. The
project is sponsored and supported by the Party
Standing Committee and the government of Gulou
District.

The artists selected in this book include 35
contemporary design artists and art theorists. With

accurate narration and vivid pictures, this book records
their unique art experiences and outstanding
achievements on a factual basis. It could be seen as a
new chapter of Gulou's cultural activities. It helps
enlighten people on the value of our historic treasures
and stimulate further exploration in the art fields. Thus
headways can be made on the basis of our heritage,
under the guideline of "create good artistic works for
the people and for the socialism ".

During the compilation of the book, we received
generous support by some experts, and some relatives
and students of the selected artists. We would like to
extent our sincere thanks to them here.

Three books of the Culture of Gulou Jinling Series
have already been published, namely Masters of
Traditional Chinese Paintings, Masters of Chinese
Calligraphy and Seal Cutting and Master Musicians
of China. I believe the publication of this book will be
warmly welcome by all walks of society, including
the local citizens as well as art-loving people.

Limited by our abilities, there must be some flaws
in this book. We sincerely welcome criticism and
corrections of experts and readers,

Yu Huating,
Chairman of CPPCC of Gulou District, Nanjing
Aug 2006
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