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Unit One
gPassage 1

The school my parents had selected for my education was one of
the most fashionable and expensive in the country. It modelled itself
upon: Eton and aimed at being preparatory for that Public School
above all others. It was supposed to be the very last thing in
schools. Only ten boys in a class; electric light (then a wonder): a
swimming pond; spacious football and cricket grounds; two or three
school treats, or“expeditions” as they were called, every term; the
masters all M. A. ’s in gowns and mortarhoards; a church of its
own; on hampers allowed; everything provided by the authorities.
It was a dark November afternoon when we arrived at this establish-
ment. We had tea with the Headmaster, with whom my mother
conversed in the most easy manner. I was preoccupied with the fear
of spilling my cup and so making“a bad start”. I was also miserable
at the idea of being left alone among all these strangers in this great,
fierce, formidable place. After all I was only seven, and I had been
so happy in my nursery with all my toys. 1 had a collection of sol-
diers already nearly a thousand strong. Now it was to be all lessons.
Seven or eight hours of lessons every day except half-holidays and
foothall or cricket in addition.




New Words :

| CTPPEL P LT R L UL SRS - RANE P TRIS IS WU S M S o SR P 4

;;gown n. {£H "
I mortarboard n. ¥+, A0 :
{ hamper n. CERBYERAN)AEAE
¢ formidable a. T, S AL EH
% treats or expeditions FHREALEHESL RRIM 5 ED
,.Eathousand strong BH—TA *

{ balf-holidays ¥ X LR, XHE, BHIERHA |

................................. e g ey B e g g e i gt e

Questwns :

l.

What kind of school did the author’s mother select for him?
A. A private school.

B. The worst one.

C. The most popular and expensive one.

D. A pubiic scheol.

. Tt was supposed to be the very last thing in schools. Here*last”

means .
A. popular B. final C. useful D). good

. What kind of degree must the teachers have?

A. M. A degree. B. Dr. degree.
C. Bachelor degree. D. No degree.

. From this passage we can see that the authot’s childhood was

A. unhappy  B. miserable  C. happy  D.dull

. The best title for this passage should be

A. "My First Day at School” B. “My School Life”
C. “My Nursery Life” D. “My chlldhmd"

Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese.




i Passage 2

Early in the 16th century men were tryiné to reach Asia by
travelling west from Europe. In order to find Asia they had to find a
way past South America. The man who eventually found the way
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific was Ferdinand Magellan.

Magetlan sailed from Seville in August 1519 with five ships and
ahout 280 men. Fourteen months later, after spending the severe
winter on the coast of Patagonia, he discovered the channel which is
now called Magellan’s Straits. In_November 1520, afier many
montha of dangers from rocks and storms, the three remaining ships
entered the ocean on the other side of South America,

They then continued, hoping to reach Asia. But they did not
see any land until they reached the islands off the coast of Asia.Be-
fore they arrived at these islands, later known as the Philippines, -
men were dying of starvation. While they were staying in’ the Phil-
ippines, Magellan was killed in battle. The remaining officers then
had to get back to Spain. They decided to sail round Africa. After
many difficulties, one ship with eighteen men sailed into Seville
three years after leaving. They were all that remained of Magellan’s
expedition. However, their achievement was great. They were the
first men to sail round the world.

Questions ;

6. The purpose of Magellan’s expedition was _____
A. to sail round the world
B. to find navigation lane from the Atlantic to the Pacific
C. to make a voyage to Asia
D. to carry men to the Philippines

7. The time Magellan Straits was discovered was
A Augast 1519 B. in October 1520
C. in Novembar 1520 C. not mentioned

8. The number of the ships lost on the whole expedition was

.3.




Al two ) B. three
C. four D. five
9. Which of the following is not mentioned in the passage concern-
ing the expedition?
A. Lack of navigation eguipment.
B. Severe winter in Patagonia.
C. The death of Magellan.
D. Dangers from rocks and storms.
10. The best title for this passage is .
A. The Discovery of Magellan's Straits
B. The Discovery of the Philippines
C. The Most Dangerous Expedition in Navigation
). The First Expedition to Asia
Transiate the underlined sentence into Chinese.

i Passage 3

The food we eat seems to have profound effects on our health.
Although science has fmé’ergpljmous steps in making food more fit
to eat, it has ,(gt the same tirh\T made many foods unfit to eat. Some
research has shown that perhaps eighty percent of all human illnesses
are related to diet and forty percent of cancer is related to the diet as
well, especially cancer of the colon. Different cultures are more liable
to contract certain illnesses because of the food that is charactenstic
in these cultures. That food is refated to illness is not a new discov-
ery. In 1945, government researchers realized that nitrates and ni-
trites, commonly used to preserve color in meats, and other food ad-
ditives, caused cancer. Yet these carcinogenic additives remain in
our food, and it becomes more difficult all the time to know which
things on the packaging labels of processed food are heipful or harm-

.4.




ful. The additives which we eat are not all so direct. Farmers otten
give penicitlin to beef and poultry, and because of this, penicillin has
been found in the milk of treated cows. Sometimes similar drugs are
administered to animals not for medical purposes, but for financial
reasons. The farmers are simply trying 1o fatten the animals in order
to obtain a higher price on the market. Although the Food and Drug
Administration {(FDA) has tried repeatedly to control these proce-
dures, the practices continue.

New Words :

“-u-‘n o i et iy aarbans i ey sy st e et ety e
r

tcolon n. 5

} nitrate n. FEREEL
'3 nitrite n. AEERHP
1 } carcinogenic  a. BRI { ’
-3 additive n. BB ‘-

Questions ;
11. How has science done a harm to mankind?
A. Because of science, disease caused by dirty food has been vir-
tually got rid of.
B. It has caused a lack of information concerning the value of
food.
C. As a result of scientific intervention, some possibly harmful
substances have been added to our food.
D. The scientists have preserved the color of meats, but not of
vegetables.
12, Nitrates are used for
A. preserving taste in packaged foods
B. preserving the color of meats
C. the cbjects of research
D. causing the animals to become better
13. FDA means
A. Food Direct Additives



B. Final Difficult Analysis
C. Food and Drug Administration
). Federal Dairy Additives

14. The word * carcinogenic” means most nearly the same as

A. trouble-making B. money-making
C. color-retaining D. cancer-causing
15. Which of the foliowing statements is Not true?
A. Drugs are always given to animals for medical reasons.
B. Same of the additives in our food are added to the food itself
and some are given to the living animals.
(. Researchers have known about the possible hazards of food
additives for over thirty-five years.
D). Food may cause forty percent of cancer in the world.
Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese .

:;Passage 4

A computer is a machine designed to perform work mathemati-
cally and to store and select information that has been fad into it. It
is run by either mechanical or electronic means. These macbines can
do a great deal of complicated work in a very short time. A large
computer, for example, can add or subtract nine thousand times a
second, multiply a thousand times a second, or divide five hundred
times a second. Its percentage of error is about one in a billion dig-
its. It has been estimated tbat human beings making calculations av-
erage about one mistake per two hundred digits.

The heart of an electronic computer lies in its vacusm tubes, or
transistors. Its electronic circuits work a thousand times faster than
the nerve cells in the human brain. A problem that might take a hu-
man_being twa vears to solve can be solved by a computer in one

.6.




minute, but in order to work properly, a computer must be given

instructiory it must be programed.

Computers can be designed for many specialized purposes—they
can be used to prepare payrolls, guide airplane flights, direct traffic,
even to play chess. Computers play an essential role in modem auto-
mation in many plants and factories throughout the world.
~ New Words :

LTI RPN PR TSR, ML NI SRR SR S
1

f:circuit n. B, 2REE :
{ transistor n. @AHEE ;

T —. 1

Questions :
16. A computer is a machine designed to
A. perform work mathematically
B. perform complicated calculations
C. store and select information
D. all of the ahove
17. Computers are valuable to industry because they
A. perform rapidly
B. detect errors in human calculations quickly
C. can solve all mathematical problems
D. eliminate mathematical errors from calculations
18. The selection calls the vacuum tubes the electronic computer’s

A. nerve cells B. brain
C. nervous system D. heart
19. The selection says that computers play an essential role in

. automation processes
mathematical computations
traffic control

OO W

. the development of mathematical theory



20. The use of computers for specialized purposes depends on the

A. design of the computer
B. power used to operate the computer
C. difficulty of the mathematical calculations involved
D. the ability of the programmer
Transiate the underlined sentence into Chinese.

iShort Answer

Somewhere in this world lived a small family—a hushand and a
wife. They loved each other all the time just as they had on their
first date. They had a lovely house and good jobs. Everything was
fine but---they didn’t have children.

And,as you know, people are such strange creatures: they al-
ways want what they can’t have. So, the only wish of that family
was to have a child.

One day, as it happens in fairy tales, an incredible thing ook
place — God took pity on them, and in nine months the woman
gave birth to a child. The happy parents couldn’t believe that their
dream had come true. And from that moment the child became the
center of the family. Now all love, all attention, all care was concen-
trated on the child.

Time passed and the child turned into a young lady. She was,
like a miilion other girls, pretty enough, smart encugh, but to her
parents she was the prettiest and smartest girl in the world.

Looking for a hatter life, the family moved to America. “Now
you will see a real life, "her mother told her. “You are so beautful,
so smart that every man will be happy to make you his wife. But
you have to choose the best one; you know your value.”

Of course she knew her own value and she remembered it all

-8 -



the time, refusing one by one all offers to be somebody’s wife. she
was waiting for a modern prince — a millionaire.

In time all her girl friends had their families, their children.
They were living, they were enjoying life, and she was just watch-
ing.

Soon her eyes lost their brilliance, her skin turned dry and
wrinkled she became old. She lived a fong, empty, an¥ color-
less life. All her life she waited for the right time to start.

She didn’t leave anything in this world after her. When she
was dying, she tried to reproduce her life in her memory. But she
couldn’t remember anything but grey, identical days of waiting.

New Words ;

\,E ............ LT N S SN S S N Py LS A S S -
‘ creature 1. A,%‘fk ;
{ incredible a. ¥ELIE (AT
{ millionaire n. B EH :
i brilliance n. 3% :
:} wrinkle v. B4 ,_
{ identical a. Fl—AY;BAMIFA
bt rvnsrnsgusne sty R syttt on %
Questions :

1. What is the passage mainly about?

2. In paragraph 1 what does “their first date”mean?
3. For what purpose did the family mave to America?
4. What does the word“millionaire " mean?

5. Why didn’t the girl get married?



Unit Two

i_ Passage 1

Many university students dislike studying history because there
is little 1o get excited about when historical events are presented in a
boring manner. However, I'll never forget my American History
professor, Dr. Williamson. Each event leaped from the pages of cur
text and became as real as the daily news report on the radio. My fa-
vorite lecture concerned the American Revolution. Dr. Williamson
set the mood for the story by imitating Paul Revere, a well-known
sifversmith, working in his shop. The American colonists were an-
gry because of the British control over their lives. Revere felt that
war between the British and the colonists was imminent. Then, Dr.
williamson told us about Revere rowing across the Charles River
from Boston on April 18, 1775. I can see the professor now as he
raised his hand to his forehead as if he were looking across the
Charles River to the Old North Church in Boston. Suddenly, Revere
spotted two lanterns, a signal which meant that the British would
attack by sea. He jumped on his horse to warn the villagers of the
attack. Professor Williamson reminded us thet the first hattles of the
American Revolution were fought at Concord and at Lexington,
Massachusetts, the year before the Declaration of Independence was
signed inn 1776. Never hefore had history seemed so alive to me and
all because a professor cared enough to put his heart into his teach-
ing.
New Words :

Linathy,,, e e st an, piat e, piat s g, a¥an olags aten oy pifng e

{ imminent a. WER; AWER *
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Questions :
1. The main idea of the passage is
A. many students dislike studving history
B. historical events are presented in a boring manner
C. the reason why many university students dislike studying his-
tory
D. history professors are poctly prepared
2. Paul Revere earned a living by working as ____
A. a soldier B. a blacksmith
C. a teacher D. a silversmith
3. Where was the Old North Church located? [t was located in

A, Boston B. Concord
C. Lexington D. Britain
4. The word“spotted”in the sentenceRevere spotted two lanterns,”
means .
A. recognized B. placed
C. pointed D. splitted
5. The first battles of the American Revolution were fought

A, in1776 B. in1775
C.inl1774 D. in 1777
Translate the underlined sentence into Chinese .

i Passage 2

Americans often say that there are only two things a person can
be sure of in life, death and taxes. Americans do not bave a corner
on the “death”market, but many people feel that the United States
leads the world with the worst taxes.
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