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Notes

@D alike:fH{%

(2 environment:Ff 1

(3 the most important: % & %)

@ concentrate on: 8 HlE 1 iR
(5 three times: —~ ¥}

© began to:JFHR LS (began J2 begin (i3 X))
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MengZi's]V\ofker}\AOVecl
her Home three Times

Meng Zi was a great thinker and educator in China. His father died
when he was three years old. He grew up™® with his mother. His mother
was very cultured®. She attached importance to educating Meng Zi.

There was a cemetery near Meng Zi's home. Meng Zi often imitated
funerals. She didn't think it was beneficial to® his study, so she moved to
the city near the market.

However his home was in the noisy market. The sounds of black—
smithing, pig slaughtering and crying never stopped. Little MengZi
played the game of doing business®. Meng Zi's mother thought it was re—
ally hard to concentrate on studying, so she moved to the east of the
city. Her home was opposite® a school. The environment there was very
good. Students read loudly all the time. People were in a great learning
atmosphere. Soon Meng Zi concentrated on learning. When he was at
home, he began to imitate the environment and became very polite. He
liked studying, so his mother lived here with him finally.

The story of Meng Zi's mother moving her home three times spread

now. Later Meng Zi became a great sage in China's history.
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Notes

(D be supposed to: %

@ ground:4TH% ( ground J& grind i 25531 )

@ he will not have the knowledge and the right way. A\ IS f124 2] | A 21
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@) approach: 2%/t
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Jade Objects and Earthen Jars

Han Zhaohou talked carelessly most of the time, so he let out? se—
crets sometimes. Everybody thought he was troublesome, but did not dare
to? tell him directly.

A man named Tang Xigong was very clever, so he went to Han Zhao—
hou and said, " If there's a jade object® that is very expensive, but it's
hollow in the middle® and it has no bottom, can it hold any water?" Han
Zhaohou said. "No, it can't." Then Tang Xigong said, "There's an earthen
jar, very cheap, but it doesn't leak. Can it hold any wine?" Han Zhaohou
said, "Yes, it can."

So Tang Xigong went on saying®, "That's right. Though an earthen jar
is cheap, it can be used to hold wine because it doesn't leak; but because
the expensive jade object is hollow in the middle and has no bottom, it
can't hold even water. It's the same to people. If a person as a king often
lets out state secrets, he'd be like a bottomless® jade object. No matter
how talented he is, he can't display his ability or strategy if his secrets
are let out often. He couldn't carry out his plans"

His words made Han Zhaohou understand the truth.From then on
Han Zhaohou was very careful when he took important actions. He didn't

want to endanger state affairs.
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Notes

D filial piety: 2%/l

@ offered: F 2025 T, 42 it iF (offer ffid £X)
3 older brother: £} &}

@ virtue:




