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Test 1

Directions ;
Read the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A,B,C or D. Mark your
answers on ANSWER SHEET 1. (40 points)

et

It is a startling claim, but one that Congressworﬁén Deborah Pryce uses to good effect: the equivalent
of two classrooms full of children are diagnosed with cancer every day. Mrs. Pryce lost her own 9-year-old
daughter to cancer in 1999. Pediatric cancer remains a little-understood issue in America, where the
health-care debate is consumed with the ills, pills and medical bills of the elderly.

Cancer kills more children than any other disease in America. 1) Although there have been tremen-

dous gains in cancer survival rates in recent decades, the proportion of children and teens diagnosed with

different forms of the disease increased by almost a third between 1975 and 2001. *

2) Grisly though these statistics are, they are still tiny when set beside the number of adult lives lost

to breast cancer (41,000 each year) and lung cancer (164, 000). Advocates for more money for child

cancer prefer to look at life-years lost. The average age for cancer diagnosis in a young child is six, while
the average adult is diagnosed in their late 60s. Robert Arceci, a pediatric cancer expert at Johns Hop-
kins, points out that in terms of total life-years saved, the benefit from curing pediatric cancer victims is
roughly the same as curing adults with breast cancer.

There is an obvious element of special pleading in such calculations. All the same, breast cancer
has attracted a flurry of publicity, private fund-raising and money from government. Childhood cancer has
received less attention and cash. Pediatric cancer, a term which covers people up to 20 years old, re-
ceives one-twentieth of the federal research money doled out by the National Cancer Institute. Funding,
moan pediatric researchers, has not kept pace with rising costs in the field, and NCI money for collabora-
tive research will actually be cut by 3 % this year.

3) There is no national pediatric cancer registry that would let researchers track child and teenage

patients through their lives as they can do in the case of adult sufferers. A pilot childhood-cancer registry

is in the works. Groups like Mr. Reaman’s now get cash directly from Congress. But it is plainly a prob-
lem most politicians don’t know much about.
The biggest problem could lie with 15—19-year-olds. Those diagnosed with cancer have not seen the

same improvement in their chances as younger children and older adults have done. There are some phys-
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iology explanations for this: teenagers who have passed adolescence are more vulnerable to different sorts
of cancer. But Arehie Bleyer, a pediatric oncologist at the M. D. Anderson Cancer Centre in Texas, has
produced some data implying that lack of health insurance plays a role. Older teenagers and young adults

are less likely to be covered and checked regularly. (445 words)

21. The author cites the example of Mrs. Pryce to show that
[A] child cancer is no longer a rare case.
[B] nowadays Americans care little about child cancer.
[C] the current health-care debate is rather time-consuming.
[D] school kids are more likely to be diagnosed with cancer. ,
22. According to Robert Arceci, child cancer research is also worth funding because
[A] the statistics of child cancer is rather scary..
[B] asaved child may enjoy a longer life span.
[C] adults with cancer do not deserve that much funding.
[D] funding on child cancer is economical and effective.
23. Those 15—19-year-olds diagnosed with cancer
[A] were born with defects in immune systems.
[B] are more likely to recover from a cancer.
[C] can not get enough medical care. [D] suffer a lot during adolescence.
24. The author writes this text to
[A] inspire greater concern for the well being of children.
[B] warn people of the harms caused by cancer.
[C] interpret the possible cause of child cancer.
[D] change the public’s indifference to kids with cancer.
25. The author’s attitude towards the current state of childhood cancer may be
[A] concerned. =~ [B] desperate. [C] carefree. [D] indignant.

1. pediatric / pi:di'@trik/ a. NILE LA E
2. grisly /'grizli/ a. AW

3. a flurry of /'flari/ RKEH

4. dole out KA

5. registry /'redszistri/ n. EFiLE

6. oncologist /oy 'koladzist/ n. @R
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Is sitting in traffic as inevitable as death and taxes? Perhaps not. Many countries now have dedicated

traffic-monitoring centres linked to networks of cameras and sensors. 1) Thrown in traffic-spotting air-

craft, accident reports and the known positions of buses fitted with satellite-positioning gear, and it is

possible to see exactly what is happening on the roads, drivers could switch from busy to quiet routes and

avoid congestion—if only they had access to this information.

And now they do. Systems such as the Traffic Message Channel and the Vehicle Information and
Communication System ( VICS) ,in Europe and Japan respectively, pipe data from traffic centres into in-
car navigation systems via FM radio signals. Drivers can see where the traffic is and try to avoid it. Hon-
da,a Japanese carmaker, even combines VICS data with position data from 150, 000 vehicles belonging to
members of its Premium Club so that they can choose the fastest lane on a congested road, says David
Schrier of ABI Research,a consultancy.

Meanwhile ITIS,a British company,is one of several firms experimenting with mobile-phone signals

to monitor traffic on roads that lack sensors or cameras. 2) Its software hooks into a mobile operator’s net-

work and uses a statistical approach to deduce traffic speeds as phones are“handed off ” from one cell tow-

er to another; the data must be cleaned up to exclude pedestrians and cyclists, but this idea has great po-

tential , says Mr. Schrier.

Another way to dodge traffic is to predict where and when it will form. In Redmond , Washington , at the
headquarters of Microsoft,employees have been testing a traffic-prediction system called JamBayes. Users
register their route preferences and then receive alerts, by e-mail or text message, warning them of impend-
ing traffic jam. JamBayes uses a technique called Bayesian modeling to combine real-time traffic data with
historical trends,weather information and a list of calendar events such as holidays. Eric Horvitz of Mi-
crosoft,who developed the system,says it is accurate 75% of the time,and 3,000 employees use it daily.

3) A system called Beat-the-Traffic,developed by Triangle Software of Campbell,California , with fun-

ding from the National Science Foundation,goes further, it not only warns drivers of impending traffic but
also suggests an alternative route via e-mail or text message. Andre Gueziec,the firm’s boss, thinks traffic
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forecasts will become as prevalent as weather forecasts. Indeed,in June, KXTV News 10,a TV station in

Sacramento , California, began showing Triangle’s traffic forecasts for the coming week. (411 words)

26. To know what is exactly happening on the roads,we don’t need to
[A] dispatch aircraft to spot the traffic.
[B] guarantee drivers have access to the information system.
[C] obtain related reports of accident.
[D] collect data of the positions of buses.
27. Honda is mentioned in the second paragraph to suggest that
[A] Traffic Message Channel is established in Japan.
[B] Japan is in the lead in solving traffic problems.
[C] Honda demonstrated how VICS can be used.
[D] only few people can afford to enjoy this service.
28. The use of mobile-phone signals in monitoring traffic is
[A] monopolized by ITIS,a British company. [B] promising but still under experiment.
[C] based on the data from people on roads. [D] effective in reducing traffic speeds.
29. JamBayes is different from the previously mentioned technologies as it
[A] helps the drivers to choose the fastest lane.
[B] send information to cars in the system.
[C] is based on a technique modeling to combine various data.
[D] helps the drivers to avoid congestion.
30. It can be inferred from the text that
[A] traffic jam remains unavoidable worldwide.
[B] traffic forecasts will become as authoritative as the weather forecasts.
[C] there is always a short cut by using one of these systems.

[D] new systems will improve the transportation situation.

1. congestion /kon'dzestfon/ n. ¥ 3%
2. hook into n. FA
3. dodge /dodz/ v. # I
4. impending /im'pendip/ a. PP K Ak 4 , 18 L8
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