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Unit 1 Greetings and Introductions

Our vessel is a bulk carrier. She is 18 years old and very big. She
has an overall length (LOA) of 205 meters and a breadth of 27 meters.
We were fully loaded with grains at our last port of call—Hamburg, Ger-
many last month. Then we departed and began our sailing. It was an un-
lucky voyage. We met with a storm in the course of the voyage. After we
had been at sea for about 25 days, we came back to our homeport, Qing-
dao, a famous port in China. We waited at the anchorage for 7 hours,
and we got alongside No. 8 Wharf at 10:26. We planned to load coal at
this port, and then sail to Japan 4 days later. After the accommodation
ladder was rigged up, the third officer and a duty sailor began to keep the
gangway watch. Some other crew went ashore for sightseeing, shopping or
phoning home. The stevedores commenced the loading and unloading
work . Relatives of some of the crew came on board to enjoy a family re-
union. At 11:00, some other people boarded the vessel, and the duty of-
ficer went to greet them.

Answer the following questions
1. There are three ways to express the vessel s LOA and breadth, what
1



are they?

2. How long had the vessel been at sea?

3. Why is the accommodation ladder rigged up?

4. What do the seafarers usually do when the vessel is alongside the

wharf?

5. Why do you want to be a seaman?

Third Officer:

New Captain:

Third Officer:

New Captain:

Third Officer:

Vice-manager :

Third Officer:
Vice-manager :
Third Officer:

Vice-manager :

Third Officer:
Vice-manager :
Third Officer:

New Captain:
2

Dialogue 1
Hi, welcome on board. Who are you visiting? Please
sign your name here.
Hi, I’m Wang Yilin. I am coming on board to take
over the captain’ s shift. This is the vice-manager of
our company .
Welcome. I’ m the 3rd officer, I'm on duty .
Is your captain on board?
Yes, he is expecting you in his cabin. 1’1l take you
there .
Oh, thank you. Third officer, how long have you been
on board since your departure from the home port?
About 10 months.
Really? It’s a long time, isn’t it? Are you homesick?
No, I’m used to it.
How long have you been with vessels since you joined
our company?
Let me see, about 3 years.
What do you think of sea life?
It’s wonderful, but a bit boring. It can also be danger-
ous, especially navigating at sea in bad weather for a
long time.

Which college did you graduate from?



Third Officer:
New Captain:
Third Officer:
New captain:

(In the captain’

Manager :
Captain Liu:
Manager :

Captain Liu:
Manager :
Captain Liu:
Manager :

Dalian Maritime University .

When did you graduate?

Three years ago. This way, please.
Thank you.

Dialogue 2
s cabin)
Good morning, Captain Liu.
Good morning, Manager. Welcome on board.
Captain, I hope I’ m not too late. We should have come
here one hour ago,but we were delayed by traffic jams.
Sorry to have kept you waiting .
That’s all right. Take your seat, please.
Thank you.
Would you like tea or coffee?

Tea, please. What about you, Captain Wang?

i

Captain Wang: Just water, please.

Manager :
Captain Liu:

Manager :

Captain Liu, have you ever met Captain Wang before?
No, I haven’t had the pleasure. But I have heard of
him before .

Captain Wang, this is Mr. Liu. He is also an excellent

3



captain of our company.
Captain Wang: How do you do, Mr. Liu.
Captain Liu: How do you do, Mr. Wang.

Dialogue 3

( Captain Liu introduces Captain Wang Yilin and the vice manager Yu to

the crew)

Liu: Good morning, everybody .

Crew: Good morning, sir.

Liu: 0.K. It’s our honor to have the vice manager and other section
chiefs of our company on board for inspection today. I, on be-
half of all the crew, express our warm welcome to all of them.
Now let’s applaud the vice manager who will address us.

Yu: Good morning, crew members. As seafarers, life at sea is hard,
boring and dangerous, especially during this voyage, you en-
countered a storm. You successfully overcame all the difficulties
and returned to the home port as scheduled. You know, for
ship-owners and consignees, time is money. You eamned a good
reputation for the company. On the other hand, for the shipping
company and yourselves, safety is first. You are the real men.
I, on behalf of all the staff of the company, express my thanks
for your hard work and great achievements. That’s all. Thanks
for your attention.

Liu: Dear brothers, I have worked on board for 8 months, and my
wife is ill.I must go back home to look after her. 1’1l leave the
vessel today. Thanks for your cooperation during the last 8
months. Now the new captain Mr. Wang is with us. Let’s in-
vite him to say something.

Wang: Good morning, crew members. I’m Wang Yilin, your new cap-

tain. I will be with you for some time. As you probably know,



I’ m quite strict with my crew. But also, I’d like to be a friend
to you. I hope the time we spend together will be a time of plea-
sure as well as achievements. I’ m looking forward to your close
cooperation .

Crew: No problem! We’ll try our best to do our job well according to
the requirements of ISM Code, PSC,and the company.

Dialogue 4
(In a cadet’ s cabin)

Manager: May I know your name?

Cadet : My name is Shi Ping.
Manager: How old are you?
Cadet: 22.

Manager: Where is your hometown?

Cadet : Cangzhou, Hebei province.

Manager: Really? We’re town-fellows. By the way, why do you want
to be a seaman?

Cadet: I like the sea, and I like to travel all over the world.

Manager: Do you get seasick?

Cadet : Yes, but I think I’1l be used to the life at sea soon.

Manager: How do you spend your free time on board?



Cadet: Reading books, watching TV or playing cards.

Manager: Do you have any family trouble?
Cadet: No, I haven’t.

Manager: Suppose the company cables or phones you and asks you to

go back to the vessel immediately (at once), but you are

having some family troubles to deal with or you are enjoying

your holiday at that time, what will you do?

Cadet : No matter what is happening to me, 1'1l go back to the ves-

sel right away .

Manager: Good, young man. 1 wish you a good future.
Cadet: Thank you.

Dialogue 5

( The chief officer of vessel “ Yu Long” and the captain of vessel “ Long

Jiang” were classmates at university . They meet unexpectedly while shop-

ping in the Seaman’ s Club in a foreign port 12 years later. They can

hardly recognize each other.)

Chief Officer:
Captain:
Chief Officer:
Captain:
Chief Officer:
Captain:

Chief Officer:
Captain:
Chief Officer:
Captain:

Chief Officer:
6

Excuse me, are you from China?

Yes.

Which company do you work for?

COSCO(China Ocean Shipping Company) Dalian.

Are you Li Yi? I'm Wang Ping. Do you recognize me?
Really? My god! I never thought that I would meet you
in a foreign country.

Me, neither.

Wang Ping, how nice to see you again.

The feeling is mutual. Li Yi, how is everything?

Not too bad, except my wife has been laid up with a
heart attack .

Sorry to hear that. Is she getting better now?



