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Preface

Patrick White remains Australia’s
only Nohel Prige Winrer in literature.
The prize was awarded to him in 1973.
He wrote about eleven novels, ten plays
and an autobiography apart from a large
number of smaller works, such as short
stories and speeches. Apart from the
Nobel Prize, he won many Australian

awards.

He began writing in the thirties,
but his career did not blossom until af-
ter he was demobilised from the Royal
Air Force in 1945. Several of his major
works were published in the fifti€s. It
was the time when Australia started to
come to terms with the changed post-
war world. It was also the time when
far-sighted people began to realise that
Australia’s future lay in the Asia-Pacif-

N



ic area.

Patrick White’s evolution as a writer offers a parallel.
His early writing is much indebted to European writers and
European traditions. but gradually he began to rely more

and more on his own talent and creativity.

Partrick White’s writings are concerned with the strug-
gle of the individual to see himself collectively in his sur-
roundings. His works have stood the test of time. Most re-
main in print, even though they have to compete increasing-
ly with the writings of younger generations of Australian

authors.

In China, Patrick White is easily the best-known Aus-
tralian autnor. His novels Voss (1957, The Tree of Man
(1955) and The Eye of -the Storm (1873) as well as Flaws in
the Glass (1981), his autobiography . have been published in

Chinese.

Indeed, it is quite possible that in the nineties Patrick
White is more popular in China than in his homeland. Pro-
fessor Ye Shengnian’s work will provide sume answers to
the question why this should be so. But one can safely say
that Patrick White’s popularity in China is due not only to
his standing as a major contributor to world literature, but
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also to the painstaking and sympathetic work of his Chinese

translators and critics.

Patrick White's language and meaning are not always
easy to grasp. His use of mandalic symbols and poetic struc-
tures makes considerable demands on the reader’s willing-
ness to follow him on his explorations. The Oxford Com-
panion to Australian Literature says that the most immedi-
ately impressive features of his work are a strong creative
energy that releases itself in uninhibited play, sharp wit,
zestful comedy and a sure grasp of a wide variety of idioms,

people, places and incidents.

To the end of his life he remained a very private person
even though some of his disagreements with contemporaries
became quite public. For example, in 1976 he returned an
order awarded to him by the Government in protest against
some of its policies. Some of these controversies and contin-
uing to this day between his supporters and detractors. This
work will do much to open up the world of Patrick White to

the Chinese reader who would like to know him better.

This s an important task. The physical and
psychological world in which Patrick White lived is fast dis-
appearing. His contemporaries are reaching old age. Many
have already died. The literary analyst can no longer confine

3.



himself to the study of genre, moods, style and other pecu-
liarities of the author. He has 1o adopt also the techniques of
the social historian to do justice to the works of the author

and to meet the expectations of the reader.

Professor Ye Shengnian is well-qualified to carry out
this task. He first discussed with me the outline of this
work on Patrick White during the Third Australian Studies
Conference in Shanghai in September 1992, It says much for
his dedication and industry that he was able to complete his
work in the intervening time despite the pressures of teach-

ing and other aspects of university life.

I was therefore delighted when Professor Ye invited me
to write a preface to this critical analysis of the life and
works of Patrick White. I am sure that his work will find

enthusiastic acceptance among a broad readership.

| M//M

Walter Goode
Consul-General for Australia in Shanghai
5 October 1993
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