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Preface

The task of Beijing Study is to study Beijing. Just as Hou Renzhi,

€

a renowned scholar says, Beijing Study “centers on Beijing, studies
Beijing and serves Beijing”. My understanding of his remarks is that
based on Beijing’ s history and reality, oriented to Beijing’ s develop-
ment as well as domestic and international environment and outlining
laws of Beijing’ s development by inquiring into practice and theory of
developing Beijing, Beijing Study is to give advice to municipal deci-
sion — makers, serve enterprises and administrations and serve residents
living in Beijing. I also understand that Beijing Study not only concerns
Beijing’ history but gives priority 1o Beijing’ s reality and development
as well; it embraces specific part of different fields but also stresses o-
verall study; it attaches importance to the discussion of practice but al-
so regards the formation of theoretical system in Beijing Study as a
higher goal.

It is through this awareness that the Institute of Beijing Study has
been engaged in various activities. First of all, annual symposium has
been held five times; hundreds of papers published, some of which
were in print in several issues titled “ Journal of Beijing Union Universi-
ty and Special Issue of Beijing Study”. Second, the institute has un-
dertaken topic researches in differing subject areas, around ten of
which have been completed or are being done. Third, a group of ex-
perts of great attainments who love Beijing deeply and those doing prac-
tical work have made friends, creating a community doing research on
Beijing. Forth, basic knowledge about Beijing and the theme “New
Beijing and Great Olympics” have been spread among Beijing dwellers
through seminars, lectures and small — scale exhibitions. Fifth, ex-
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changes with domestic institutions of local study and international coun-
terparts have been made to do academic research. Sixth, it is of great
significance to have self — renewal to adapt to Beijing Study, especially
to have Capital Library included in the study. Currently there are six
research offices responsible for the study of different areas including cit-
y, culture, local literature, economy, tourism and theory.

At present Beijing is faced with new situations and new tasks. For
one thing, with the conclusion of Olympics in Athens on August 29th,
the five — ring flag of Olympics will be handed over to the Beijing May-
or and Beijing will be surely become the spotlight of the world. With
this background, Beijing should apply the conception of developing in a
scientific way to fully materialize “green Olympics, scientific Olympics
and human Olympics”. For another Beijing is now modifying its overall
city planning, a heavy task involving the understanding of the nature
and function of a metropolis, the prediction and programming of the
size of population, the taking account of both protecting ancient capital
and building modern metropolis, the major adjustment of urban layout,
coordinated development of different regions and fresh explanation and
planning of the Capital’ s economy with the progress of science and
technology and other complicated but vital aspects, Faced with hot and
thomy issues such as transportation, precautions against natural calami-
ties, water resources and floating population, Beijing needs to take ap-
propriate measures.

New situation and new tasks facing Beijing will naturally become
the starting points and goals of the Institute of Beijing Study. These are
the major aspects. For minor aspects from the perspective of research,
the Institute of Beijing Study has joined other institutions of humanities
and social science to set up a research base for Beijing study and mean-
while is applying to Beijing municipality for a research base of philoso-
phy and social science. What is worth mentioning is that the symposi-
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um held by the institute is attracting more overseas scholars. Among
the participants are some scholars from London of England, Paris of
France, Rome of Italy, Leiden of Holland, Canberra of Australia, Se-
oul and Kwan Dong of South Korea and Kyoto of Japan. Chinese schol-
ars will exchange ideas with their foreign counterparts concerning “tra-
dition and modernization” facing almost all the countries and regions.
Some of the papers will be included in “Research Collection of Beijing
Study, 2004~ , which means with the increase of the amount of re-
search findings and the improvement of the quality of papers, a long —
term publishing plan is needed on the paper cd/dltion or inrestigation
report every year.

In the final analysis, Beijing Study is thought to be entering a new
stage. It distinguishes the past stage by its fresh goals, fresh organiza-
tional forms, fresh communication circles and fresh desirable work level
and, with this meeting as a starting point, Beijing Study is inspiring re-
searchers to innovate and advance with times.

The above — mentioned is to review the past and understand the

present. This is my preface for the book.

President of Beijing Union University o
. ; Zhang Miaodi
Director of Institute of Beijing Study

September of 2004
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